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Summary 


INSETS  FOR  OUR  WINTER  ISSUE. 

We  desire  to  remind  those  who  are  thinking  of  having  an 
inset  in  the  Winter  Issue  of  The  Chemist  and  Druggist, 
that  January  26  is  the  date,  but  insets  must  be  in  our 
publisher's  hands  not  later  than  January  21.  Advertisers 
who  have  not  yet  notified  him  of  their  intention,  should 
■write  by  first  post.  This  is  important,  as  the  making-up  and 
producing  of  the  Winter  Issue  will  begin  as  soon  as  next 
week's  number  is  sent  to  press.  A  good  position  is  essential 
for  a  good  inset ;  therefore  it  is  wise  not  to  delay  further  in 
regard  to  instructions. 

Postcard  Competition. 

Write  on  a  postcard  three  riddles,  dealing  with  pharmaceutical 
subjects,  in  the  following  style  :— 

How  shall  we  Burdon  Sanderson? — By  making  him  Carey- 
Foster. 

What  did  Michael  Carteighe  ?— News  holme. 

Why  is  vaseline  ?— Because  it's  not  fat. 
Put  name   and   address   on   postcard  and   send   to  us  before 
January  22.    We  shall  award  a  guinea  for  the  best  three  riddles 


Reciprocity  is  progressing  in  Australia  (p.  42). 

Dr.  Mond  has  invented  a  heating-gas  which  will  cost  4(7.  for 
1,000  feet  (p.  39). 

Brief  Particulars  of  the  British  Congress  of  Tuberculosis 
are  given  on  p.  38. 

Methylated-spitiit  dealers  must  in  future  keep  permits  for  all 
they  purchase  (p.  55). 

Further  Facts  in  regard  to  cacodylates,  and  supporting  their 
utility,  are  mentioned  on  p.  47. 

Glycerophosphates  are  being  boomed  as  an  adjunct  to  the 
salt  method  of  prolonging  life  (p.  41). 

Mr.  Philip  D.  Armour,  of  Chicago,  died  last  week.  A  portrait 
and  some  notes  of  his  career  arc  given  on  p.  49. 

Colonel  Clifford  Probyn,  V.D.,  as  the  "  Tuitle  of  Two 
Cities,"  is  sketched  by  Mr.  Fred  Reynolds  (p.  50). 

An  interesting  reminiscence  of  Gray,  the  author  of  the 
"Supplement,"  is  mentioned  by  Mr.  Martindale  (p.  45,'. 

Mr.  R.  Rogers,  a  Civil  compounder  with  the  army  in  South 
Africa,  has  died  at  Bloemfontein  from  enteric  fever  (p.  49). 

Cardiff  Chemists  have  unsuccessfully  tried  to  get  the  dis- 
pensing for  the  police-force,  which  the  doctors  do  at  present 
(p.  39). 

Irish  Butter,  it  his  been  decided,  is  an  article  containing  a 
variable  quantity  of  water,  as  it  is  cured  by  the  brine  process 
(p.  61). 

Mud-fever  is  a  leg-trouble  which  afflicts  horses  greatly  at 
certain  seasons.  "  M.R.C.V.S."  describes  it  and  the  remedies  for 
on  p.  56. 

American  Druggists'  Windows  sometimes  have  exceedingly 
attractive  shows  in  them.  Our  New  York  correspondent  describes 
a  few  on  p.  42. 

A  Liverpool  Chemist's  unqualified  assistant  has  been  fined 
51.,  with  the  alternative  of  three  months'  imprisonment,  for  selling 
laudanum  (p.  60). 

Dr.  Balfour  Marshall,  who  attends  the  Scotch  pharma- 
ceutical examinations  on  behalf  of  the  Privy  Council,  wants  a 
compulsory  curriculum  (p.  44). 

At  a  Meeting  of  the  Council  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  of 
Ireland  last  week,  Dr  Watts,  of  Belfast,  was  appointed  to  conduct 
the  Registered  Chemists'  examination  (p.  47). 

The  Market  Position  of  Salicylic  Acid  is  very  interesting 
just  now  owiDg  to  the  breakdown  in  the  combination.  Particulars 
in  regard  to  the  matter  are  given  in  an  editorial  note  on  p.  51. 

In  Regard  to  Spirit  Drawback,  the  Board  of  Inland  Revenue 
have  amended  the  regulations  so  as  to  allow  boxe3  and  cartons 
containing  bottles  in  not  less  than  4  oz.  to  be  exported  in  gallon 
quantities  or  more  (p.  54). 

The  Questions  set  at  the  Major  examination  this  month  are 
dealt  with  on  p.  45,  and  the  names  of  those  who  have  passed  the 
Minor  examination  in  Edinburgh  on  p.  46.  Failures  in  London 
and  Edinburgh  have  been  very  heavy,  we  hear. 

Business  in  crude  drugs  is  still  very  dull,  there  b  sing  no  anima- 
tion so  far.  Values,  speaking  generally,  are  lower,  and  among  the 
reductions  are  cocaine,  cocoa-butler,  cubebs,  galls,  menthol, 
quinine,  and  salol.  Cascara  sagradi  is  dearer,  anl  so  is  Mexican 
sarsaparilla.    Opium  is  quiet,  and  morphine  very  firm  (p.  68). 

An  Infant's  Food,  made  by  a  firm  called  Wilson,  was  the 
subject  of  an  action  at  the  London  Guildhall  Court  this  week.  A 
retailer  would  not  pay  because  he  found  the  food  to  contain 
maggots,  and  he  proved  his  case  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Court, 
getting  a  verdict  in  his  favour  and  expenses  (p.  62). 

The  Pharmacy  Bill  has  been  discussed  in  several  provincial 
towns  (p.  57),  and  on  p.  52  we  comment  upon  some  of  the 
criticisms  advanced  against  it.  A  provision  to  restrict  the  com- 
pounding of  medical  prescriptions  to  registered  chemists  and 
druggists  has  been  added  to  the  draft  by  the  Pharmaceutical 
Council  (p.  44;. 

The  Use  of  an  Assumed  Name  for  the  practice  of  dentistry 
has  brought  a  registered  dentist  and  his  assistant  into  court,  the 
summons  being  issued  under  the  assumed  name,  and  served  to  the 
assistant.  After  long  hearing  and  an  adjournment,  the  Magistrate 
at  Bow  Street  advised  the  withdrawal  of  the  summons  and  the 
issue  of  one  against  the  assistant,  who  has  in  the  meantime 
registered  as  a  dentist.  The  case  is  of  exceptional  interest,  and  is 
I  commented  upon  on  p.  60. 
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Local  newspapers  containing  marked  items  of  news  interesting 
to  the  trade  are  always  welcomed  by  the  Editor. 


Brevities. 

The  woman  Whitford,  of  Redruth,  charged  with  adminis- 
tering liniment  of  iodine  to  her  illegitimate  child  (see  C.  $  D., 
December  8,  1903,  page  904)  has  been  acquitted. 

Mr.  Morris,  dispenser  to  the  Wolverhampton  Union  for 
twenty-three  years,  has  resigned  on  the  ground  of  continued 
ill-health.    He  vacates  his  post  on  February  28. 

At  a  siding  at  Messrs.  Cook  &  Co.'s  Soap-works,  Stratford, 
E.,  a  shunter  named  Charles  Purkiss  was  caught  between  two 
railway-trucks,  which  he  was  assisting  to  shunt,  and  killed. 

The  shop  of  Mr.  T.  R.  Perkins,  'chemist  and  druggist, 
Henley-in-Arden,  has  been  invaded  by  recent  floods  in  the 
neighbourhood.    Considerable  damage  was  done  to  the  stock. 

Mr.  Woolmer  White,  J  P.  (Timothy  White  Company)  has 
been  re-elected  to  the  Portsmouth  School  Board.  Mr.  W.  R. 
Fowler,  a  retired  Southsea  chemist,  was  one  of  the  un- 
successful candidates. 

Messrs.  Ellis  &  Co.,  druggists  and  drysalters,  Liversedge, 
were  fined  10s.  and  costs  on  December  31,  for  a  breach  of 
the  Factory  Acts  by  employing  a  lad  without  obtaining  a 
medical  certificate  as  to  his  fitness. 

An  elderly  woman  named  Berryman  was  fined  11.  and 
costs,  or  fourteen  days',  for  placing  poisonous  food  on 
Lamorna  Cliffs,  St.  Buryan.  She  pleaded  that  she  put  down 
the  poison  to  kill  the  foxes  because  they  carried  away  her 
fowls. 

Ada  Ball,  described  as  a  certificated  nurse,  of  Grange-over- 
Sands,  Lancashire,  was  fined  5s.  and  costs,  at  Wolverhampton 
on  January  4,  for  stealing  two  solidified- soup  squares,  valued 
at  Is.,  from  the  shop  of  Mr.  Wm.  Fleeming,  chemist,  Queen 
Square,  Wolverhampton. 

The  man  who  was  charged  at  Richmond  last  week  with 
supplying  noxious  drugs  to  a  woman  who  had  had  a  child  to 
him,  was  describsd  as  "  Natalis  Salvator  Palombi,  a  chemist 
and  medical  doctor,  1  Loring  Road,  Isleworth."  He  said  it 
was  a  blackmail  case,  and  was  remanded,  bail  being  refused 

A  man  named  Charles  Whalley,  who  had  been  convicted  on 
six  previous  occasions,  was  sentenced  this  week  to  four  years' 
penal  servitude  for  breaking  into  the  shop  and  post-office  of 
Mr.  James  Holden,  chemist  and  druggist,  143  Bolton  Road, 
Blackburn,  and  stealing  stamps  and  goods  to  the  value  of 
21.  odd. 

Another  celluloid-comb  accident  occurred  in  London  this 
week.  A  young  lady  living  at  Victoria  Park  was  sitting  in 
front  of  a  good  fire  when  two  imitation-shell  combs  in  her 
hair  ignited,  and  but  for  the  promptitude  of  her  mother  in 
removing  the  combs  she  might  have  been  seriously  injured. 
The  mother's  hands  were  severely  burned. 

At  the  meeting  of  the  Holborn  Borough  Council,  Mr.  Jame3 
Kear  Colwell  was  appointed  Borough  analyst,  on  condition 
that  he  analyses  at  least  400  samples  per  annum,  at  a  salary 
of  200/.  per  annum.  Mr.  Colwell  was  formerly  analyst  to  the 
Board  of  Works  for  the  St.  Giles  and  Holborn  districts, 
which  now  constitute  the  Borough  of  Holborn. 

The  prosecution  instituted  at  Marylebone  Police  Court  by 
the  Paddington  Borough  Council  against  the  World's  Tea 
Company  has  been  withdrawn.  Mr.  Stokes,  analyst  for  the 
Council,  reported  that  defendants'  butter  contained  a  large 
percentage  of  margarine.  The  Somerset  House  analysis, how- 
ever, showed  that  the  butter  was  perfectly  pure  and  of  good 
quality.  In  the  interval  between  the  two  analyses  the 
Paddington  analyst  found  that  he  had  made  a  mistake  and 
sent  in  the  analysis  for  some  other  sample.  Mr.  Curtis 
Bennett  remarked  that,  all  imputations  against  the  company 
being  withdrawn,  he  would  allow  the  summons  also  to  be 
withdrawn. 


Contracts. 

The  following  contracts  have  been  arranged  : — 

Grantham. — Mr.  Wm.  Whysall,  pharmaceutical  chemist, 
High  Street,  Grantham,  for  disinfectants  for  the  Corporation. 

Wolstanton  and  Burslem. — Jeyes'  Sanitary  Compounds 
Company  (Limited),  Birmingham,  for  disinfectant  soap  for 
the  workhouse. 

From  the  Leeds  District. 

The  Kirkstall  ringworm  epidemic  which  gave  the  chemists 
so  much  work  during  the  holidays,  has  been  checked. 

The  Town  Council  of  Batley  have  had  before  them  a  pro- 
posal for  the  establishment  by  Mr.  H.  Ellison,  Cleckheaton, 
and  the  Sheffield;  Chemical  [Company,  of  an  explosives 
manufactory  (including  ljddite)  at  White  Lee,  Batley. 

Saved  by  the  Chemist. 

At  Bolton  on  January  3,  a  shop-assistant,  named  Geo. 
Lipsham,  was  charged  with  attempting  to  commit  suicide 
by  drinking  laudanum.  Lipsham  had  been  drinking  for  a 
few  days,  and  on  December  29  called  at  the  shop  of  Mr. 
H.  B.  Pare,  chemist,  where  Mr.  Gibson,  the  manager,  at  his 
request  gave  him  a  "  pick-me-up."  On  the  last  day  in  the 
old  year  Lipsham  came  again  and  asked  for  fourpennywortb 
of  laudanum,  saying  he  was  quite  accustomed  to  taking  it. 
Mr.  Gibson,  seeing  that  the  man  had  been  drinking,  reduced 
the  strength  to  80  minims.    Lipsham  was  discharged. 

Warning  trie  Chemists. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Folkestone  Town  Council  on  January  2, 
the  Town  Clerk  read  the  analysis  of  a  mercurial  ointment 
purchased  in  the  town  which  showed  a  deficiency  of  mercury 
according  to  the  standard  of  the  British  Pharmacopoeia.  It 
was  moved  that  the  Town  Clerk  be  instructed  to  take  the 
necessary  legal  proceedings  under  the  Sale  of  Food  and 
Drugs  Acts,  but  Councillor  Penfold,  said  the  matter  was  not 
quite  clearly  understood  by  the  members.  It  appeared,  he 
said,  that  there  ought  to  be  48  per  cent,  of  mercury  in  the 
ointment,  and  in  that  particular  case  there  was  only  19  per 
cent.  But  he  was  given  to  understand  that  as  a  general 
practice  19  per  cent,  was  the  strength  usually  supplied,  and 
he  thought  the  justice  of  the  case  would  be  met  if  a  circular 
were  sent  round  to  the  chemists  in  the  town  informing  them 
that  when  an  article  was  sold  not  in  accordance  with  the 
British  Pharmacopoeia,  it  ought  to  be  so  labelled.  This 
course  was  eventually  agreed  to. 

Arsenical  Beer. 

Notwithstanding  the  efforts  which  it  is  presumed  have 
been  taken  to  prevent  further  mischief  from  arsenical  beer, 
there  are  now  more  in-patients  at  the  Manchester  Royal 
Infirmary  than  at  any  time  since  the  outbreak  occurred.  A 
medical  man  of  some  eminence  in  the  city  declares  that 
locomotor  ataxy  and  similar  complaints  may  be  expected  in 
the  summer  a?  a  direct  result  of  the  arsenical  poisoning. 
There  have  been  more  deaths  in  Salford  during  the  past 
fortnight  than  at  any  previous  period  since  the  epidemic 
started.  It  is  stated  that  Messrs.  Bostock  &;  Co.,  the  Liver- 
pool glucose-manufacturers,  whose  products  have  been 
generally  pointed  to  as  the  cause  of  the  beer-poisoning 
epidemic,  will  endeavour  to  throw  the  responsibility  upon  a 
large  and  well-known  firm  of  manufacturing  chemists.  An 
action  for  100,000/.  damages  is  pending.  The  inquiry  into 
the  deaths  of  several  persons,  said  to  be  due  to  arsenical  beer, 
is  taking  place  at  Manchester  this  wesk.  Wednesday's 
proceedings  were  adjourned  until  Thursday  for  the  attendance 
of  representatives  of  Messrs.  Bostock.  Mr.  Fletcher  Moulton, 
Q.C.,  is  appearing  for  the  defence. 

British  Congress  on  Tuberculosis. 

The  Prince  of  Wales  is  to  open  this  Congress  in  Queen's 
Hall,  London,  on  Monday,  July  22,  at  3  o'clock.  The  Con- 
gress will  continue  until  Friday,  July  26.  Every  British 
colony  and  dependency  is  invited  to  participate  by  sending 
delegates  ;  while  the  Governments  of  countries  in  Europe, 
Asia,  and  America  are  invited  to  send  representative  men  of 
science  and  others,  who  will  be  the  distinguished  guests  of 
the  Congress.  The  object  of  the  Congress  is  to  exchange 
the  information  and  experience  gained  throughout  the  world 
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as  to  methods  available  for  stamping  out  consumption.  It 
will  be  divided  into  the  following  sections  : — (I.)  State  and 
municipal— President,  Sir  Herbert  Maxwell,  Bart.,  M.P. ; 
(II.)  Medical,  including  climatology  and  sanatoria— Presi- 
dent, Sir  R.  Douglas  Powell,  Bart.,  M.D. ;  (III.)  Patho- 
logical, including  bacteriology — President,  Professor  Sims 
Woodhead,  M.D.  ;  (IV.)  Veterinary  (tuberculosis  in  animals) 
— President,  Sir  George  Brown,  C.B.  There  will  also  be  a 
museum  of  pathology,  bacteriology,  and  public  health,  of 
which  Mr.  W.  Jobson  Home,  M.B.,  M.R.C.P.,  27  New  Caven- 
dish Street,  Harley  Street,  W.,  is  the  Secretary.  The  address 
of  the  Secretary-General  (Mr.  Alfred  Hillier,  M.D.)  is  20 
Hanover  Square,  London,  W. 

Mond  Gas. 

Dr.  Ludwig  Mond,  F.E.S.,  has  invented  a  process  for  the 
production  of  fuel-gas  from  a  cheap  form  of  bituminous 
coal  or  slack.  It  is  reported  that  a  Bill  will  be  introduced 
into  the  next  session  of  Parliament  for  supplying  a  large 
district  of  the  Midlands  with  the  new  gas.  The  price  will 
not  exceed  3d.  or  <\cl.  per  1,000  feet.  The  gas  will  be  called 
Mond  gas. 

Badgering  the  Dispenser. 

At  the  meeting  of  the  Holborn  Guardians  on  Wednesday, 
January  9,  the  General  Purposes  Committee  reported  that 
they  had  considered  the  reference  to  them  by  the  Board  as 
to  the  three  weeks'  absence  of  Mr.  H.  H.  Hewitt,  dispenser, 
over  and  above  his  annual  leave,  which  we  have  previously 
referred  to.  They  recommended  that  Mr.  Hewitt  be  called 
upon  to  refund  to  the  Guardians  the  sum — 11.  lis.  &d. — paid 
to  his  substitute  duting  those  three  weeks.  The  Rev.  Dacre 
Craven  thought  that  if  the  Board  adopted  this  it  would  be 
casting  a  doubt  upon  the  dispenser,  to  say  the  least.  The 
Chairman  replied  that  Mr.  Hewitt  might  have  reported 
himself  earlier.  The  recommendation  was  adopted.  [This 
was  a  case  of  absence  through  illness.  If  Mr.  Hewitt  has  to 
pay  it  will  be  a  bad  precedent. — Ed.] 

Police-dispensing. 

A  deputation  from  the  Cardiff  Chemist  and  Druggist  Asso- 
ciation waited  upon  the  Watch  Committee  of  the  Cardiff 
Town  Council  on  January  9,  to  urge  certain  proposals  with 
reference  to  dispensing  for  the  police.  Hitherto  one  surgeon 
has  acted  for  the  entire  force,  but  on  account  of  the  growth 
of  the  borough  it  has  been  decided  to  appoint  one  surgeon 
for  each  of  the  three  police-divisions,  to  advertise  for  the 
three  surgeons  required,  and  a  table  of  fees  for  attendance, 
operators,  and  medicine  has  been  fixed.  The  deputation  of 
chemists  consisted  of  Messrs.  Hagon,  Jones,  and  Sanders, 
the  President,  Vice-President,  and  Hon.  Secretary  of  the 
Association  respectively.  Mr.  Hagon  urged  the  special 
claims  which  chemists,  as  expert  men,  had  to  the  dispensing 
of  medicines,  and  pointed  out  that  amongst  the  ratepayers 
of  Cardiff  at  the  present  time  there  were  forty-five  men 
specially  trained  for  such  work.  Mr.  Hagon  enlarged  on  the 
advantages  to  be  derived  from  the  prescribing  and  dispensing 
being  done  by  doctors  and  chemists  respectively,  suggesting 
that  the  members  of  the  police-force  would  be  able  to  obtain 
their  medicines  with  much  greater  facility  if  they  could  go 
to  the  shop  of  a  chemist  and  druggist  than  they  would  if 
they  had  to  attend  a  surgery.  Mr.  Jones  endorsed  the 
remarks  of  Mr.  Hagon,  and  added  that  chemists  had  some 
sort  of  right  to  a  monopoly  of  the  work  for  which  they  were 
specially  trained  and  qualified.  Mr.  Sanders  also  mentioned 
that  in  other  State  departments.'such  as  the  Army  and  Navy, 
and  he  thought  also  in  prisons  and  workhouses,  the  principle 
which  they  urged  was  recognised  and  the  chemist  was  given 
his  own  work  to  do.  Mr.  Councillor  White  asked  if  the 
deputation  suggested  the  appointment  of  certain  chemists  to 
whom  the  prescriptions  should  be  taken,  or  if  they  wished 
the  dispensing  to  be  thrown  open  to  all.  Mr.  Hagon  replied 
that  the  Association  were  prepared  to  submit  two  schemes 
for  the  consideration  of  the  Watch  Committee.  After  the 
deputation  had  withdrawn  some  discussion  ensued,  but  the 
Chairman  (Mr.  Councillor  F.  Beavan)  pointed  out  that  as 
the  County  Council  had  already  decided  upon  the  appoint- 
ment of  three  surgeons,  upon  the  same  lines  as  had  hitherto 
been  observed,  which  included  the  providing  of  medicines, 
the  Committee  were  powerless  to  do  anything  without  a 
special  mandate  from  the  Council.    It  was  resolved,  there- 


fore, that  a  communication  be  sent  to  the  Chemist  and 
Druggist  Association  to  that  effect. 

In  Three  Centuries. 

With  the  present  year,  the  business  of  Messrs.  J.  &  H.  A. 
Averill,  chemists,  10  Market  Street,  Stafford,  will  have  existed 
in  three  centuries.  The  original  proprietor,  Mr.  G.  Wainwright, 
established  the  business  in  1783,  and  in  the  first  number  of 
the  Staffordshire  Advertiser  dated  January  3,  1795,  an 
advertisement  of  Mr.  Wainwright's  appeared  for  "The 
Staffordshire  Cordial  and  RoyalEnglish  Medicine  for  Horses." 
Amongst  the  patrons  of  Mr.  Wainwright's  horse-medicine 
were  the  then  Prince  of  Wales  and  several  members  of  the 
nobility.  The  business  has  been  in  the  hands  of  the  present 
proprietors  forty-one  years,  they  having  succeeded  Messrs. 
Dawson  &  Wells  in  1859. 

Death  of  a  Chemist's  Son. 

On  January  7  an  inquest  was  held  at  Hampstead  with 
reference  to  the  death  of  Julian  Humphreys  (21),  son  of 
and  assistant  to  Mr.  Richard  Humphreys,  pharmaceutical 
chemist,  Upper  Belsize  Terrace,  Hampstead.  Deceased,  who 
was  not  in  very  robust  health,  on  New  Year's  Eve  attended  a 
lecture  at  Chancery  Lane  on  "  Chemistry,"  and  afterwards 
went  to  a  Watch-night  service  at  a  church  at  Portland 
Place,  W.  After  the  service  was  over  he  walked  home.  The 
next  day  he  complained  of  a  cold,  and  on  the  following  day 
vomiting  began,  but  not  much  was  thought  of  that  at 
home  because  he  suffered  from  indigestion  and  biliousness. 
He  afterwards  complained  of  severe  pains  in  the  stomach, 
and  expired  before  medical  aid  could  be  obtained.  Dr.  Wm. 
Heath  Strange,  of  Belsize  Avenue,  who  had  made  an  autopsy 
of  the  body  of  the  deceased,  stated  that  death  was  due  to 
syncope,  whilst  the  deceased  suffered  from  affections  of  the 
heart  and  liver,  and  also  an  acute  attack  of  peritonitis  fol- 
lowing inflammation  of  the  bowels,  probably  resulting  from 
cold. 

A  Porter's  Death. 

At  an  inquest  held  at  Westminster  on  January  8,  on  the 
body  of  William  Charles  Ramsey  (22),  porter  to  a  firm  of 
chemists  in  Coventry  Street,  a  witness  stated  that  deceased 
told  him  he  had  broken  a  bottle  of  spirits  which  he  had  in 
his  trousers-pocket.  To  convince  witness  that  he  spoke  the 
truth  deceased  applied  a  lighted  match  to  his  trousers,  and 
was  immediately  in  flames.  Witness  put  out  the  flames  by 
wrapping  his  coat  round  deceased,  who  was  subsequently 
conveyed  to  Charing  Cross  Hospital,  where  he  died.  Mr. 
Callaghan,  deceased's  employer,  said  the  bottle  found  on 
deceased  was  a  10-oz.  one,  and  had  contained  rectified  spirit 
of  wine.  The  Coroner :  How  did  he  get  hold  of  the  bottle  ? 
Witness  :  I  don't  know.  A  Juror :  What  would  he  have  it 
for  1  Witness :  Oh,  they  drink  it ;  it  is  stronger  than 
whisky.  The  Coroner  (Mr.  Troutbeck)  :  I  have  inquired  into 
some  remarkable  cases,  but  this  is  undoubtedly  the  most 
remarkable  of  all.  The  jury  returned  a  verdict  of  accidental 
death. 

Fatally  Burned. 

An  inquest  arising  out  of  the  fire  which  occurred  last  week 
on  the  premises  of  Mr.  M.  W.  Carmichael,  manicurist, 
chiropodist,  and  perfumer,  at  158  New  Bond  Street,  W.,  was 
opened  at  Westminster,  on  January  4.  The  caretaker  of  the 
premises,  John  Marriott,  who  was  severely  burned  when 
attempting  to  escape,  subsequently  died  at  St.  George's 
Hospital,  and  Mr.  Troutbeck  and  a  jury  investigated  the  cir- 
cumstances. The  evidence  of  Mr.  F,  R.  Cullingford,  manager 
to  Mr.  Carmichael,  was  to  the  effect  that  while  sitting  in  the 
shop  beside  a  portable  gas-stove,  reading,  he  suddenly 
noticed  that  the^partition  against  which  he  was  leaning  was 
blazing  furiously.  The  stove  was  connected  by  an  india-rubber 
tube  to  a  gas-pipe  which  came  from  the  floor  at  the  bottom 
of  the  partition.  Having  attempted  I  unsuccessfully  to  ex- 
tinguish the  flames,  and  his  own  clothing  by  this  time  being 
burnt,  he  alarmed  the  employes.  Contrary  to  rejorts  current 
regarding  the  fire,  there  was  nothing  of  an  explosive  or 
inflammable  character  on  the  premises.  The  widow  gave 
evidence,  and  a  fireman  expressed  the  opinion  that, 
unless  there  was  a  leakage,  the  gas-stove  could  not 
have  been  the  cause  of  the  fire.  The  house-surgeon 
at  the  hospital  stated  that  death  was  due  to  heart- 
failure  following  septic  absorption  from  burns.    The  inquiry 
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was  resumed  on  December  9,  when  Mr.  Cullingford  gave 
further  evidence.  The  stove  was  produced  in  court,  and 
Mr.  Cullingford  showed  the  jury  how  it  was  placed  by  the 
partition,  and  the  position  in  which  he  was  sitting.  He  had 
not  been  asleep,  and  the  first  thing  he  was  conscious  of  was 
a  smell  of  indiarubber,  then  his  clothes  were  foutd  on 
fire,  and  immediately  after  the  partition.  Mr.  Carmichael's 
cook  and  housemaid,  who  were  at  work  on  the  top  floor 
(used  as  a  kitchen  and  dining-room),  gave  evidence  of 
warning  Mrs.  Marriott  of  the  fire ;  and  Mr.  Carmichael,  in 
reply  to  the  Coroner,  said  he  kept  fancy  soaps,  manicure- 
instruments,  solid  and  liquid  perfumes  on  the  premises,  but 
no  manufacturing  was  done  there.  He  had  had  the  stove 
since  1894,  and  the  rubber  tubing  was  renewed  from  time  to 
time.  His  premises  were  fully  insured,  and  he  estimated 
the  value  of  his  stock  alone  at  1,1002.  He  was  in  Paris 
when  the  fire  occurred.  On  the  top  floor  he  had  constructed 
a  balcony  and  gallery  across  the  leads  of  the  neighbouring 
building  into  Grafton  Street,  specially  with  a  view  to  rescue 
in  case  of  fire.  The  Coroner,  in  summing  up,  said  it  ap- 
peared from  the  evidence  that  the  gas-stove  was  the  cause 
of  the  fire,  but  how  it  had  originated  was  not  quite  clear. 
A  verdict  of  accidental  death  was  returned. 

An  Indian  Doctor's  Death.. 

At  the  St.  Pancras  Coroner's  Court  on  January  9,  Dr. 
George  Danford  Thomas  held  an  inquiry  with  reference  to 
the  death  of  Bernard  Henry  Frederick  Leumann,  M.B.  Lond. 
(52),  a  captain  in  the  Indian  Medi;al  Service,  who  was  found 
dead  at  the  Midland  Grand  Hotel  on  January  6.  Leumann 
had  been  in  South  Africa  after  leaving  India.  He  suffered 
severe  illness,  and  at  times  injected  morphia  to  relieve  the 
pain.  Evidence  was  given  that  he  was  despondent.  Dr. 
A.  S.  Gubb,  who  had  seen  the  deceased  after  death,  and 
made  a  post-mortem  examination  of  the  body,  could  not 
find  that  death  had  resulted  from  a  natural  cause,  the  heart 
only  being  a  little  dilated.  Death  was  from  asphyxia  from 
some  cause.  He  had  found  a  box  of  cyanide  of  potassium 
in  the  room,  and,  in  reply  to  a  suggestion  that  death  was 
due  to  injection  of  the  cyanide,  said  there  was  no  evidence 
of  it.  Dr.  Morris,  of  Wallington,  Surrey,  a  friend  of 
Leumann,  was  of  opinion  that  death  might  be  due  to  a  clot 
of  blood  forming  in  the  pulmonary  artery.  The  Jury  found 
that  Leumann  died  from  asphyxia. 

News  from  Brum. 

Your  typographer  should  have  said  "  Messrs.  Palmer  & 
Co.,"  not  "  G.  Aimer  k.  Co  ,"  in  last  week's  "  Bit."  [Our  typo- 
grapher says  the  mistake  happened  in  Birmingham. — Ed.] 

The  fog  fiend  has  changed  the  window-shows,  and 
now  lozenges  of  peppermint,  cough,  bronchial,  and  the  like 
reign  supreme  in  the  shelf-spaces  in  all  the  central  pharma- 
ceutical establishments  and  not  a  few  suburbs. 

The  lady-dispenser,  judging  from  the  number  of  advertise- 
ments appearing  in  local  papers,  is  becoming  too  prevalent. 
Since  the  great  encouragement  extended  to  them  by  the 
late  Dr.  Lawson  Tait,  Birmingham  has  produced  great 
numbers  of  them,  and  many  evidently  now  find  considerable 
difficulty  in  getting  employment. 

The  function  at  the  Great  Western  Hotel  last  week  was  a 
huge  success,  every  phase  of  pharmacy  and  allied  trades 
being  represented.  Great  credit  is  due  to  the  energy  of  the 
President  and  Secretary  in  whipping  up  the  apathetic  ones 
after  the  Christmas  work  and  holidays.  Despite  some 
notable  absentees,  the  actual  number  present  was  nearly 
100.  Mr.  Thompson  acted  as  cicerone  for  the  Picture  Show, 
which  was  a  revelation  in  photographic  art. 

The  workpeople  of  a  certain  well-known  drug-firm  in  tte 
City  had  a  pleasant  surprise  on  New  Year's  Day.  During 
the  course  of  the  morniDg  each  employe  was  presented 
with  a  sealed  envelope,  on  the  face  of  which  was  printed, 
"In  Commemoration  of  the  Beginning  of  the  Twentieth 
Century,"  together  with  an  intimation  that  inside  the 
packet  was  a  sovereign,  the  acceptance  of  which  was 
requested,  with  best  wishes.  The  beneficiaries  altogether 
numbered  upwards  of  400,  every  "  hand  "  in  the  i  lac 3  being 
included  in  the  bounty. 


The  Week's  Poisonings. 
Fatalities  attributed  either  to  the  direct  influence  of  or 
accelerated  by  poisons  have  during  the  past  week  been 
notable,  principally  for  the  popularity  of  laudanum  as  the 
medium.  Nine  fatalities  have  been  leported,  five  of  which 
were  due  to  the  use  of  laudanum,  and  in  two  cases  of 
attempted  suicide  laudanum  was  repotred.  In  none  of 
the  cases  was  an  unscheduled  poison  used,  the  others  being 
oxalic  acid,  chloroform,  carbolic  acid,  and  prussic  acid.  The- 
last  poison  was  used  in  a  case  investigated  at  Cardiff  on 
January  9,  the  victim  being  Mr.  Edward  Hern,  a  retired 
ironmonger.  Mr.  J.  D.  Coleman,  chemist,  Castle  Koad,  said 
deceased  came  to  his  shop  on  January  8,  and  after  purchas- 
ing Homocea  asked  for  some  pois&n  to  destroy  a  dog.  Wit- 
ness suggested  prussic  acid,  and  deceased  said  he  would 
take  two  portions,  as  he  had  a  cat  he  also  wanted  to  destroy. 
Witness  accordingly  served  him  with  two  bottles,  each  con- 
taining 1|  dr.  He  did  not  notice  anything  strange  in 
deceased's  manner.  Other  evidence  showed  that  after 
deceased  got  home  he  drank  the  poison  in  a  glass  of  milk, 
and  died  shortly  afterwards. 


3rtsb  IBews. 


Local  newspapers  containing  marked  items  of  news  interesting 
to  the  trade  are  a  ways  welcomed  by  the  Editor, 


Aerated-water  Bottles. 

Judge  Adams  at  the  Limerick  Quarter  Sessions  on  Janu- 
ary 2,  imposed  a  tine  of  6d.  on  three  local  traders  who 
had  filled  aerated-water  bottles  bearing  the  name  of  Messrs. 
Hovenden  &  Orr  (Limited),  Dublin,  or  Messrs.  Cantrell  & 
Cochrane.  One  case  was  withdrawn  by  consent.  The 
defendants'  solicitor  said  it  wa3  intended  to  take  the  cases 
to  a  superior  court. 

Personal. 

Dr.  J.  C.  Mc Walter,  B.  A.  M.P.S.I.,  Dublin,  has  been  nomi- 
nated as  a  member  of  the  City  Corporation,  Mountjoy 
Ward. 

Mr.  George  D.  Beggs,  President  of  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society  of  Ireland,  is  a  candidate  for  re-election  on  the 
Board  of  the  Dalkey  Urban  District  Council.  There  are 
seven  candidates  for  four  vacancies,  amongst  them  being 
Mr.  R.  Keating  Clay,  solicitor  to  the  Pharmaceutical  Society, 
and  Mr.  W.  A.  Maxwell,  M.P.S.I.,  Dalkey. 

Poisoning-case. 

The  Dublin  City  Coroner  held  an  inquest  on  January  5 
on  the  body  of  Robert  Matthews,  who,  when  admitted 
to  Mercer's  Hospital  on  the  previous  day,  was  found 
to  be  dead.  Dr.  Tarleton,  house  surgeon,  stated  that 
on  a  superficial  examination  of  the  body  nothing 
could  be  found  except  a  few  bruises  on  the  face 
and  a  burn  on  the  lower  lip  and  chin.  A  post-mortem 
examination  revealed  that  the  stomach  and  part  of  the 
intestines  were  very  congested,  and  contained  a  darkish  fluid 
smelling  strongly  of  coal-tar.  The  mucous  membrane  of  the 
stomach  was  everywhere  corroded.  In  the  opinion  of 
witness,  death  was  due  to  some  coal-tar  derivative,  and 
most  probably  creolin.  [So  reported  in  the  Irish  Times  — 
Editor]  The  jury  returned  a  verdict  that  death  was  due 
to  poisoning,  adding  that  they  had  no  evidence  to  show  how 
the  poison  was  administered. 


Scotch  IRews. 


Local  newspapers  containing  marked  items  of  news  interesting 
to  the  trade  are  always  welcomed  by  the  Editor. 


Pire. 

On  January  2  fire  broke  out  in  a  store  at  Charlotte  Street, 
Kirkcaldy,  occupied  by  Mr.  H.  W.  F.  Allan,  chemist,  and 
damage  estimated  at  1,0002.  was  done  to  the  block  of  build- 
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ings  in  which  the  store  is  situated  before  the  outbreak  was 
subdued. 

A  Carbolic  Death. 

At  St.  Andrews  last  week  Etta  Paterson,  18  years  of 
age,  was  found  breathing  heavily  and  almost  unconscious, 
and  she  died  a  few  minutes  after  the  arrival  of  a  doctor  who 
was  called  in.  A  bottle  which  had  contained  crude  carbolic 
acid  was  found  under  her  pillow,  and  it  is  believed  that  she 
had  swallowed  the  contents.  The  acid  was  supplied  by 
Messrs.  Smith  &  Govan,  chemists,  South  Street,  St.  Andrews, 
in  a  3-oz.  actinic-green  fluted  hexagonal  bottle,  and  was 
labelled  as  the  law  requires. 

Crossing  the  Line. 

On  January  5,  while  ex-Provost  Colquhoun,  managing 
partner  of  Messrs.  Charles  Tennant  &  Co.  (Limited), 
chemical-manufacturers,  Glasgow,  was  crossing  the  railway- 
line  at  Carnoustie  station,  he  was  knocked  down  by  a  passing 
train  and  severely  injured. 

Business  Change. 

Mr.  James  Bisset,  chemist  and  druggist,  Burntisland,  has 
disposed  of  his  business  at  Aberdour  to  Mr.  John  M.  Logie. 

Presentation  to  a  Chemist. 

On  January  2  Mr.  Andrew  Naysmith,  chemist  and  drug- 
gist, and  a  member  of  the  North  British  Executive,  was 
presented  with  a  handsomely  framed  photographic  group  of 
his  former  apprentices  and  assistants  in  various  parts  of  the 
world.  The  presentation  was  made  by  Mr.  Charles  Stephen, 
pharmaceutical  chemist,  Dundee,  an  old  apprentice,  and 
Mr.  Howat  Duncan,  senior  assistant,  expressed  the  esteem  in 
which  Mr.  Naysmith  is  held  by  his  present  staff,  and  the 
personal  regard  felt  towards  him  by  his  former  assistants. 
Mr.  Naysmith,  who  was  taken  utterly  by  surprise,  assured  the 
donors  of  his  high  appreciation  of  their  good  will. 

Death  at  a  Banquet. 

The  tragic  death  of  Mr.  John  MacMillan,  Master  of  the 
Edinburgh  Merchant  Company,  at  the  annual  dinner  immedi- 
ately after  he  had  proposed  the  toast  of  "The  Queen  "  in 
eloquent  periods,  threw  a  painful  gloom  over  a  noted 
assembly.  Immediately  after  the  toast  the  Master  was 
observed  to  fall  back  in  his  chair,  apparently  in  a  faint.  He 
was  promptly  attended  to  by  Professor  Fraser,  Dr.  Dunsmuir, 
Sir  Juhn  Batty  Tuke,  and  Dr.  Gillespie,  who  were  all  present 
at  the  dinner.  Mr.  J.  L.  Ewing  also  lent  valuable  aid. 
Twice  he  went  in  a  cab  to  his  place  of  business  (Duncan, 
Flockhart  &  Co.'s)  for  drugs,  ether,  and  nitrite  of  amyl, 
which  the  medical  men  thought  might  be  of  service,  but  all 
efforts  were  unavailing.  It  was  a  case  of  syncope.  There 
was  hardly  a  pulse-beat  felt  from  the  time  Mr.  MacMillan 
was  removed  from  the  chair,  but  for  nearly  forty  minutes 
continuous  attempts  were  made  to  procure  artificial  respira- 
tion and  to  restore  circulation,  but  without  effect. 

Bon  Accord. 

A  newspaper  discussion  has  been  going  on  in  the  Aberdeen 
local  papers  with  reference  to  the  abuse  of  the  infirmary. 
Several  chemists  have  contributed  to  it,  and  attacks 
have  been  made  upon  the  infirmary  directors  for  allow- 
ing free  medicines,  dressings,  and  so  forth,  to  be  given 
away  to  those  who  do  not  deserve  them.  Mr.  Cruickshank, 
Secretary  of  the  Aberdeen  Pharmaceutical  Association, 
suggested  that  chemists  who  have  written  about  the  matter 
should  bring  it  before  the  Association  for  discussion,  where- 
upon one  of  them,  called  "Pil.  Col.  Co.,"  has  replied:  "I 
have  the  honour  (if  it  is  one)  to  be  a  member  of  this  would- 
be  flourishing  association,  which,  like  its  sister,  the  Pharma- 
ceutical Society  of  Great  Britain,  is,  alas!  too  fond  of 
receiving  its  annual  payments  rather  than  '  doing  battle  '  for 
i's  members.  An  association  which  meets  once  in  three 
months  is  as  good  as  defunct.  All  interest  is  lost  in  the 
working  of  any  association  with  so  few  meetirgs." 

Aerated-water  Bottle  Question. 
In  the   Court  of  Sessions,  Edinburgh,  on  January  9, 
records  were  closed  in  seven  actions  with  reference  to  the 
interchange  of  aerated-water  bottles.    In  the  first  action, 
G.  &  P.  Barrie,  aerated-water  manufacturers,  Dundee,  and 


the  Dundee  and  District  Aerated-water  Manufacturers' 
Defence  Association  (Limited),  seek  to  have  John  A.  Wilson, 
manager  of  the  Fleuchar  Craig  Aerated-water  Company 
(Limited),  Edinburgh,  and  Dundee,  restrained  from 
selling,  using,  injuring,  or  destroying  bot'les,  syphons, 
or  bottle-boxes  having  the  name  of  G  &  P.  Barrie,  or  their 
trade-inark,  impressed  on  them.  The  pursuers  further  claim 
payment  of  1,0002.  They  aver  that  the  defender  and  his 
company  have,  since  the  Dundee  and  District  Defence 
Association  was  formed,  systematically  and  illegally  retained 
and  accumulated  marked  bottles  bearing  the  pursuers'  name, 
and  had  afterwards  sold  them.  The  defenders  say  that  the 
bottles  sold  by  them  were  their  own  property,  and  were 
legitimately  acquired  by  them.  The  other  six  actions  are  of 
a  similar  character. 


jfrencb  IRewe. 

iFrom  our  Paris  Correspondent.) 


Light-treatment  of  Lupus.— Tfc  is  reported  that  the 
Danish  phototherapic  cure  of  lupus  has  been  tried  at  Lyons 
as  well  as  in  Paris  with  conclusive  results,  numerous  cures 
having  been  effected  in  from  ICO  to  120  sittings.  Electric 
light  is  used  when  sun  is  not  available. 

Absinthe  "  Made  in  Germany."  —  Dr.  Villejean,  a 
Deputy  and  head  of  the  pharmacy  department  of  the  Hotel 
Dieu,  Paris,  has  alarmed  Frenchmen  by  stating  that  much  of 
the  absinthe  used  in  France  is  made  in  Germany.  It  is,  he 
fays,  generally  composed  of  bad  spirits  distilled  from 
potatoes  or  from  the  lees  of  the  basest  sorts  of  alcohol. 

Obituary.— Dr.  C.  Potain,  a  medical  pra.c itioner  of  con* 
siderable  repute,  died  at  his  residence,  250  Bd.  St.  Germain, 
Paris,  on  January  7,  at  the  age  of  75  He  had  been  Pro- 
fessor of  Medicine  since  1876,  and  a  member  of  the  Academies 
of  Medicine  and  Sciences.  Both  the  latter  bodies  suspended 
their  sittings  this  week  in  sign  of  mourning.  Dr.  Potain 
stood  in  the  first  rank  in  French  medical  science,  but  added 
little  to  its  literature  beyond  publishing  several  treatises  and 
various  volumes  of  his  lectures. 

Longevity.— The  Paris  edition  of  the  Nero  York  Herald  has 
been  publishing  a  series  of  articles  on  the  use  of  salt  as  a., 
means  for  promoting  long  life,  and  one  of  the  latest  con- 
tributions on  the  subject  is  a  cablegram  from  New  York  to . 
the  following  effect :  Mr.  Abram  S.  Hewitt,  an  American,  and  i 
formerly  Mayor  of  New  York,  was  in  Paris  in  1897,  suffering 
from  weakness  due  to  his  advanced  age  (he  is  now  nearly  79). 
He  consulted  Dr.  Robin,  who  prescribed  glycerophosphate 
of  sodium,  given  by  subcutaneous  injections.  He  is  now 
able  to  take  long  walks  and  to  do  much  mental  work  without 
fatigue. 

The  Luxury  of  a  Lawsuit.  —  A  former  laboratory 
attendant  of  the  Paris  School  of  Pharmacy,  named  Girard, 
who  had  been  employed  at  the  laboratory  for  nearly  elevea 
years,  was  dismissed  from  his  post  in  June  last.  Girard  con- 
sidered the  dismissal  abrupt,  and  brought  a  lawsuit  against 
M.  Georges  Leygues,  Minister  of  Public  Instruction,  as  being 
the  responsible  head  of  the  School,  claiming  15,000f.  (6002:)  , 
damages.  This  claim  was  based  under  three  heads  :  (1)  abrupt 
dismissal ;  (2)  reward  for  having  prevented  an  explosion 
nearly  brought  about  by  the  imprudence  of  a  student  ;  and 
(3)  compensation  for  injury  sustained  by  this  act  of 
vigilance  and  the  loss  of  health  resulting  therefrom.  For  his  : 
defence,  the  Minister  of  Public  Instruction  pleaded  the  in- 
competence of  the  Civil  Tribunal  before  which  the  case  was  . 
heard  which  the  judges  admitted,  and  it  was  therefore  dis- 
missed. As  the  law  at  present  stands,  the  principals  of  the- 
superior  schools  of  pharmacy  act  in  reality  as  the  delegates 
of  the  Minister  of  Public  Instruction,  and  have  the  power  to 
engage  and  dismiss  the  laboratory  and  other  attendants.  In 
being  non-suited,  Girard  was  mulcted  in  costs,  but  he  may 
have  an  opportunity  of  explaining  his  view  of  the  matter  in 
another  Court. 


During  1899,  Belgium  imported  drugs  to  the  value  of 
1,637,7202.  and  chemical  products  to  the  value  of  2,857,7602. 
The  exports  of  drugs  and  chemicals  for  1899  were  982,000/. 
and  1,856,0002  respectively. 
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Bustralasian  IRews. 

Chiefly  from  "The  Chemist  and  Druggist  of  Australasia," 
December  t,  1900.  6d.  per  copy,  post  free. 


Distilling  Eucalypti's. — A  Bill  of  three  clauses  was 
introduced  into  the  South  Australian  Assembly  at  the  end  of 
October,  giving  the  Treasurer  power  to  grant  licenses  to 
distil  eucalyptus  oil  to  applicants  who  will  enter  into  two 
sureties  in  the  sum  of  100/.  that  the  still  shall  be  used  for 
distilling  eucalyptus  oil  only.  The  fee  for  the  license  is  to 
be  10s.  per  annum. 

Society  of  Chemical  Industry. — The  first  annual 
•meeting  of  the  Victoria  Society  was  held  on  November  27- 
Professor  O.  Masson,  tke  retiring  President,  was  re-elected 
The  President  delivere  i  an  address  dealing  with  the  reasons 
for  the  formation  of  the  Society,  and  why  it  was  not  made  a 
section  of  the  London  Society  of  Chemical  Industry.  The 
total  number  of  original  members  is  140. 

Customs  Decisions. — The  following  are  taken  from  a 
gazetted  list  of  New  Zjaland  :— Bottles,  infants'  feeding,  as 
druggists'  sundries,  15  per  cent. ;  manganese  borate  and 
resinate,  free  ;  manganese  oxide,  as  chemicals  n.o.e.,  15  per 
cent.  ;  nucoline  (nucoa  butter)  as  n.o.e.,  free;  oil  of  mirbane, 
free;  terpineol  (artificial  oil  of  violets  [?  elder-flowers]), 
free  ;  vermin-killer,  Battle's,  as  insecticide,  free. 

Cattle-ticks. — The  Queensland  Chief  Inspector  of  Stock 
reports  that  he  finds  Christian's  dip  the  most  trustworthy  for 
the  treatment  of  cattle  for  ticks.  The  formula  is  arsenic,  10  lbs. ; 
soap,  5  lbs. ;  soda-ash,  28  lbs.  ;  Stockholm  tar,  1\  gals. ; 
water,  400  gals.  Cattle  dipped  twice  at  an  interval  of  ten 
days  Between  the  dippings  were  found  to  be  completely 
freed  from  ticks.  The  inspector  mentions  that  dipping-tanks 
are  as  a  rule  too  short.  Cattle  ought  to  remain  in  the  bath 
from  40  to  50  seconds,  and  the  tank  should  be  from  36  to 
80  feet  long. 

Dr.  J.  C.  SourER  applied  for  registration  to  the  Pharmacy 
Board  of  South  Australia  at  its  meeting  in  November,  and 
his  application  was  granted.  Dr.  Souter  was  apprenticed  to 
the  drug -trade  in  England,  and  sailed  for  Melbourne  in  1852 
and  became  dispenser  to  a  firm  of  physicians  and  surgeons, 
afterwards  going  into  business  at  Collingwood  .with  Mr. 
Joseph  Binze.  Wishing  to  qualify  as  M.D.,  he  returned  to 
Scotland  in  1831  and  took  a  four  years'  course  at  the 
Aberdeen  University  and  Eoyal  Infirmary,  graduating  M.D. 
In  1873  he  was  elected  F.C.S.,  and  became  teacher  of 
chemistry  to  the  Nottingham  Chemists'  and  Druggists'  Asso- 
ciation. He  also  holds  the  South  Kensington  certificate  as 
a.  teacher  in  botany  and  chemistry. 

Reciprocity. — The  month's  record  is  one  of  steady  pro- 
..gre'ss.  The  difficulty  in  the  way  has  been  to  evolve  a  plan 
which  would  recognise  all  the  registers.  Ihe  majority  of 
■the'  Australian  Boards  have  agreed  to  recognise  every 
.certificate  issued  in  the  past  by  any  one  of  them.  The 
.proposal  was  made  by  the  Victorian  Board,  with  the  condition 
attached  to  it  that  for  the  future  the  only  practical  means 
of  establishing  reciprocity  is  to  be  found  in  an  agreement  as 
to  a  common  examination  paper  and  examination.  The 
'C.D.A.  points  out  that,  although  the  idea  of  a  common 
examination  is  the  one  which  occurs  first  to  anyone  studying 
•the  question,  it  is  not  necessary  to  reciprocal  recognition  of 
pharmaceutical  certificates.    The  reasons  are  thus  stated  : — 

'  '  First,  it  is  noteworthy  that  in  medicine,  and  to  a  less  extent 
k>  Ist'w,  nieh  registered  oa  very  different  quaUScations  live  together 
wftU  110  sense  of  unfairness  or  jealousy  or  difficulty. 

■  Secondly,  pharmacists  live  harmoniously  in  every  colony,  some 
of  whom  have  passed  no  examination  ;  others  have  passed  the 
earliest  mild  and  easy  tests  in  their  own  colony;  others,  again, 
rliave  scraped  through  the  latest  tests  with  50  per  cent,  of  the 
marks,  while  another  may  have  made  his  98  per  cent. 
t  •  Thirdly,  that  the  question  being  if  a  man  is  fit  to  be  trusted  to 
-dispense  medicines  and  deal  in  poisons  for  the  public,  no  phavma- 
cis't,  in  selecting  an  assistant,  would  concern  himself  very  much 
'sCbdut  examinational  qualifications.  He  would  think  more  of 
testimonials  and  personal  evidence  from  fellow-pharmacists  he 
■could  trust. 

The  difficulties  of  carrying  out  a  common  examination  are 
.not  insurmountable,  but  the  syllabus  and  standard.of  mark- 
ing, involving,  as  it  does,  matters  of  principle,  would  need 
to  be  settled  in  conference  by  representatives  .of  every 

board. 


Hmcncan  IRotea. 


New  York  Druggists  are  at  very  considerable  pains  to 
get  some  unique  working  window-attraction  that  will  keep 
a  constant  gaping  crowd  in  front  of  their  stores.  This  is 
not  such  a  difficult  thing  as  might  appear,  because  although 
the  free-born  American  citizen  has  a  great  reputation  for 
"  hustling"  along  Broadway,  he  is  ever  ready  to  pull  up  and 
make  one  of  a  crowd  on  the  slightest  provocation.  All  the 
same,  the  druggist  seeks  to  procure  a  novel  attraction,  and  as 
this  is  not  unusually  supplied  by  the  manufacturer  of  the 
article  advertised,  who  has  to  pay  a  substantial  rent  for  the 
us  2  of  the  druggist's  window,  it  pays  him  to  do  so. 

A  Few  Examples  op  Window- attractions  to  be  seen 
in  New  York  may  prove  instructive  to  English  readers.  In 
one  case  the  window  was  occupied  by  a  daintily  attired 
maiden  who  with  deft  fingers  was  busily  engaged  in  boxing 
So-and-So's  cough-lozenges.  She  was  fixed  up  with  a  proper 
packing-table  and  all  the  impedimenta  of  her  work  ;  and  the 
swift  and  nonchalant  manner  in  which  she  filled  the  tiny  boxes, 
inserted  the  circular  setting  forth  the  glories  of  the  lozenge, 
closed  and  sealed  the  box,  was  the  admiration  of  multitudes 
for  several  days.  The  wily  druggist  took  good  care  that  his 
own  leading  lines  were  prominently  exhibited  in  the  window 
at  the  same  time. 

The  Advent  op  Cold  and  Wet  Weather  was  seized 
upon  by  another  storekeeper  to  fill  his  window  with  a  patent 
hair  shoe-sock  which  was  guaranteed  to  defy  the  dampest 
and  coldest  onslaughts  of  the  weather.  In  the  midst  a  young 
lady  was  installed  with  a  sewing-machine  of  special  make, 
and  all  day  long  she  worked  her  hardest  cutting  and  sewing 
the  socks,  so  that  it  was  possible  for  the  purchaser  to  obtain 
his  purchase  fresh  from  the  hands  of  the  fair  maker.  A 
child's  toy  in  the  shape  of  a  little  apparatus  that  would  blow 
"soap-bubbles"  without  any  soap,  demonstrated  by  a  male 
bubble-blowiog  expert  in  the  window  of  another  store,  was 
not  only  an  attraction  but  a  highly  interesting  performance 
calculated  to  amuse  any  passer-by  for  several  minutes.  The 
clever  bubble-blower  filled  his  bubbles  with  smoke,  blew  one 
within  the  other,  made  them  dance  up  and  down,  and  did 
all  sorts  of  clever  tricks  with  them.  Thousands  bought  the 
little  toy  (it  cost  15c),  and  hundreds  who  went  in  to  buy 
the  toy  remembered  that  their  wives  wanted  a  toothbrush, 
or  that  they  themselves  lacked  shaving-soap,  and  in  many 
cases  suddenly  remembered  that  they  were  thirsty  or  wanted 
a  cigar. 

Dr.  Blank's  New  Inhaler  is  shaped  something  like  an 
ordinary  tobacco-pipe,  and  in  order  to  get  this  well  advertised 
he  hires  a  small  double- fronted  shop  in  a  prominent 
thoroughfare.  One  window  he  fills  with  the  inhaler,  various 
testimonials,  &c,  while  in  the  other  is  to  be  seen  a  portly 
middle-aged  lady,  unconcernedly  reading  a  newspaper  and 
solemnly  puffing  at  the  pipe-like  inhaler  as  if  she  had  been 
a  confirmed  smoker  from  her  youth  up.  The  way  in  which 
this  lady  ejected  the  smoke  through  her  nostrils  must  have 
been  the  envy  of  cigarette-smokers :  it  could  only  have  been 
acquired  after  long  practice,  and  probably  sold  more  of  the 
inhalers  than  did  the  testimonials. 

Fluid  Magnesia,  which  is  such  a  regular  household  line 
in  England,  does  not  appear  to  be  manufactured  in  America. 
There  are  a  variety  of  proprietary  preparations  in  which 
magnesia  is  used  (fi  g.,  Phillips's  milk  of  magnesia,  which  has 
a  very  large  sale),  but  the  plain  fluid  magnesia  is  not  in 
evidence  in  an  American  drug-store.  An  Englishman,  but 
recently  arrived  here,  who  endeavoured  to  purchase  it  in  a 
New  York  suburban  drug-store,  was  told  by  the  druggist 
that  he  had  heard  of  such  a  preparation,  but  it  was  not  sold 
now,  and  the  druggist  endeavoured  to  make  a  sale  of  some 
other  preparation  in  place  of  the  one  required.  The  English- 
man persisted  that  he  would  have  fluid  magnesia  or  nothing. 
The  druggist  made  a  further  search  amongst  his  plentiful 
store  of  proprietary  goods,  and  after  some  ten  minutes 
succeeded  in  running  to  earth  an  old  bottle  of  Sir  James 
Murray's  liquid  magnesia,  which  must  have  been  put  up  in 
Dublin  at  least  twenty  years  ago,  to  judge  by  the  faded 
appearance  of  the  wrapper  and  the  wording  thereon.  The 
Englishman  retired  from  the  store  with  this  prize,  perfectly 
satisfied  and  blessing  the  name  of  Sir  James. 
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South  Hfrlcan  Views. 

(From  our  Cape  Town  Correspondent.) 


Steamship  Enterprise. — The  council  of  the  Union- 
Castle  Steamship  Company  have  arranged  for  the  early 
construction  and  delivery  of  seven  large  steamers  of  good 
power  for  the  trade  between  Great  Britain,  the  Continent, 
and  South  African  ports,  and  between  America  and  South 
and  East  Africa.  This  enterprise  is  the  more  satisfactory  in 
view  of  the  efforts  which  German  shipping-firms  have  been 
putting  forth  of  late  years  to  obtain  premier  position  in  the 
South-East  African  trade,  including  that  of  Natal. 

In  Lighter  Vein. — A  customer  recently  entered  a  Durban 
pharmacist's  and  asked  for  an  aperient  to  take  at  once.  The 
first  assistant  immediately  dispensed  a  sufficient  quantity  of 
aqueous  solution  of  Glauber  salts,  and  proceeded  to  add  lemon 
flavour  to  cover  the  taste.  Enter  second  assistant :  On  see- 
ing his  confrere  adding  lemon  to  what  he  thought  was  water, 
he  waited  his  opportunity,  and  on  the  other  turning  his  back, 
immediately  gulped  the  draught  under  the  impression  that  it 
was  a  lemon  beverage.  Tableaux  :  United  mirth  of  customers 
and  first  assistant,  and  subsequent  "excursions  and  alarms." 


Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Cape  Colony. 

The  quarterly  meeting  of  this  Society  was  held  in  the 
Medical  Council  rooms,  Hofmejr's  Chambers,  Cape  Town,  on 
December  13,  Mr.  A.  J.  Mathew  (Vice-President)  in  the 
chair.  Among  others  present  were  Messrs.  M.  A.  L. 
Tothill,  W.  Fick,  W.  Jeffrys,  Barlow  (Burgoyne,  Burbidges 
&  Co.),  and  E.  P.  Buttler.  Mr.  T.  W.  Dukes,  F.C.S.,  was 
present  as  a  visitor.  After  the  minutes  had  been  read  by 
the  Secretary  and  confirmed,  a  discussion  ensued  in  con- 
nection with  the  supply  of  The  Chemist  and  Druggist. 
Certain  chemists  having  written  in  to  complain  that  they 
do  not  now  receive  that  journal,  it  was  decided  to  reply 
that  as  they  had  not  yet  paid  their  subscriptions  to  the 
Society  due  prior  to  June  last,  they  could  hardly  expect  to 
be  furnished  with  the  C.  $  D. 

The  Chairman  then  introduced  Mr.  G.  T.  Branch,  formerly 
of  the  Metropolitan  College  of  Pharmacy,  London,  who  read 
a  paper  on 

Rubber:  Its  Source  and  Uses. 

This  proved  to  be  an  interesting  and  instructive  papei' 
and  dealt  with  (he  botanical  sources  of  rubber  in  various 
parts  of  the  world.    He  stated  that  many  of  the  trees  yield 
a  rubber  which,  on  drying,  is  of  too  resinous  or  brittle  a 
nature  to  be  used  by  itself,  and  much  of  it  is  used  as  an 
adulterant  of  the  higher-grade  product.    Par;!  rubber,  the 
most  prominent  kind,  is  most  probably  procured  from  the 
following  plants  :—Hevca  brasiliensis,   IT.  guianensis,  II. 
Spruccana,  II.  discolor,  H.  pauciftdra,  II.  r'gidifolia,  II.  lutea, 
H.  menibranacca,    II.   nitida,   H.  Bentliamiana,  and  //. 
janctrensis.    The  trees  are  some  50  feet  in  height.  Along 
the  tributaries  of  the  river  Amazon  and  in  the  vicinity  of 
Para,  are  considered  the  best  districts  for  Hevea  species, 
where,  notwithstanding  the  destructive  method  of  collecting, 
an  area  of  1,000,000  squares  miles  remains  well  populated 
with  trees.    When  a  tree  is  twelve  years  of  age  it  is  con- 
sidered an  adult,  and  a  hundred  of  these  have  been  known 
to  produce  1  ton  of  rubber.    The  rubber  latex  is  found  in 
the  inner  layer  of  the  bark,  close  to  the  cambium,  and  is 
most  abundant  in  the  older  tissues,  spreading  to  the  leaves 
and  flowers.    No  good  is  served  by  cutting  into  the  wood  ; 
for  not  only  is  the  tree  stunted,  since  its  vitality  is  found  in 
the  xylem,  but  parasitic  and  fungoid  growths  may  ensue. 
The  sp.  gr.  of  the  latex  varies  from  0'971  to  T017.    It  is 
generally  alkaline  to  litmus  with  a  faint  but  distinctly 
ammoniacal  odour,  but  in  a  few  cases  is  acid.  Microscopic- 
ally the  latex  shows  a  large  number  of  caoutchouc  granules 
in  a  milky  medium,  which,  on  careful  agitation,  will  aggre- 
gate together.    A  number  of  chemicals  are  in  use  to  aid 
coagulation— alum  in  Brazil,  salt  on  the  Ivory  Coast,  dilute 
sulphuric  acid  in  Maranham,  lemon-juice  in  Madagascar,  and 
various  vegetable  infusions  in  Peru.    The  different  latices 
contain  many  various  albumins  and  proteids    of  which 
little  is  at  present  known.    Mr.  Branch  described  how  rubber 
is  collected,  and  speaking  of  the  various  South  African  species 


remarked  that  little  could  be  said  about  them  commercially, 
although  they  present  most  interesting  features  from  a 
scientific  point  of  view.  Of  the  West  African  rubb?r-pro- 
ducing  trees  generally,  the  lecturer  had  not  much  to  fay 
owing  to  the  lack  of  time,  but  he  casually  mentioned  that  in 
Ceylon  returns  from  15  to  20  per  cent,  could  be  obtained  on 
the  original  outlay,  after  ten  years,  reckoning  the  price  of 
rubber  at  2s.  per  lb. 

Questions  were  asked  as  to  whether  anyone  could  suggest 
a  remedy  for  keeping  rubber  goods  in  a  climate  like  that  of 
South  Africa,  and  if  perished  articles  were  of  any  use  for 
re-manufacturing — the  first  being  the  more  important  one 
as  far  as  the  African  chemist  is  concerned.  No  answer  of  a 
satisfactory  nature  was  forthcoming,  and  Mr.  Dukes  pro- 
posed a  vote  of  thanks  to  Mr.  Branch,  to  which  that  gentle- 
man responded  by  thanking  Cape  Town  chemists  for  the 
many  kindnesses  that  he  had  been  in  receipt  of  at  their 
hands.    The  proceedings  then  terminated. 


Colonial  ano  foreign  1Rew& 


Import-labels. — The  Secretary  cf  the  London  Chamber 
of  Commerce  has  received  from  the  Foreign  Office  a  letter 
to  the  effect  that  the  Brazilian  regulations  as  to  import- 
labels  in  the  Portuguese  language  is  to  come  into  force  on 
February  28  next. 

American  Linseed  Company.— Expert  accountants  have 
been  investigating  the  standing  and  past  operations  of  the 
American  Linseed  OilCompany,  with  the  result  that  they  show 
the  concern  to  be  in  a  sound  condition.  It  is  also  sairl  that 
the  investigation  has  developed  the  fact  that  none  of  the 
officials  speculated  in  seed,  and  that  last  year's  profits 
amounted  to  #2,0CO,C0O. 

Spirit-drawback  in  Holland.— The  Board  of  Trade 
have  received  translation  of  a  Dutch  decree,  dated  Novem- 
ber 9,  providing  that,  in  the  case  of  perfumed  waters  and 
toilet-waters  exported  by  manufacturers  in  quantities  con- 
taining at  least  50  litres  of  50-per-cent.  spirit,  drawback 
of  the  Excise-duty  paid  shall  be  allowed  for  the  quantity  of 
spirit  contained  in  the  exported  liquids. 

Trade  with  Brazil.— In  reference  to  the  new  regulations 
regarding  the  shipment  of  goods  to  Brazil,  it  is  now  required 
that  four  copies  of  invoices  are  to  be  made  out  in  a  prescribed 
form  aud  presented  at  the  Brazilian  Consulate  at  the  port  of 
shipment.  These  forms  are  in  Portuguese  and  the  particulars 
must  also  be  entered  in  that  language.  To  assist  merchants 
in  preparing  these  invoices  a  book  has  been  compiled  by  Mr. 
J.  P.  Wileman,  of  the  Commercial  Statistics  Bureau  at  Rio, 
containing  a  translation  of  the  full  text  of  the  decree 
establishing  this  system.  Several  hundred  items  of  goods 
are  also  translated  into  English,  and  general  instructions  are 
given  in  order  to  make  complicated  matters  easy  for  the 
shipper. 

The  Widow's  Pluck  —About  four  years  aeo  Mr.  Carl  E 
Harmon,  a  young  pharmacist,  of  Syracuse,  N  Y  ,  died,  leav- 
ing to  his  wife  a  drug-store.  Mrs.  Harmon  was  a  school- 
teacher, but  she  decided  to  continue  the  drug-business  as 
well,  with  the  aid  of  a  licensed  assistant.  She  personally 
superintended  the  buying  and  financial  part,  but  realising 
the  necessity  for  a  greater  knowledge  of  pharmacy  and  the 
desirability  of  being  registered,  she  studied  at  nights  after 
her  school  and  store  duties  were  over  to  such  good  effect 
that  at  the  November  meeting  of  the  New  York  State  Board 
of  Pharmacy  she  passed  her  examination,  securing  the 
highest  general  average  of  marks  ever  obtained  in  the  State. 

Canadian  Trade  with  Great  Britain. — According  to 
the  Customs  returns  Montreal,  Canada's  trade  with  Great 
Britain  shows  a  substantial  increase  for  the  past  year,  but 
the  receipts  during  the  last  six  months  have  decreased 
considerably  as  compared  with  those  of  the  first  half-year. 
The  whole  decrease  in  the  revenue  is  accounted  for  by  the 
decreased  duty  on  British  goods  which  came  into  operation 
on  July  1.  The  rebate  on  that  date  was  increased  from  25 
to  33j  per  cent.,  and  as  the  value  of  the  imports  from 
countries  enjoying  the  preferential  tariff  has  been  consider- 
ably in  excess  of  a  million  of  dollars  during  the  past  six 
months,  the  whole  decrease  is  due  to  the  lessened  revenue 
from  the  duties  on  British  goods.  The  volume  and  the  value 
of  imports  continue  at  high-water  mark. 
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(Breat  Britain, 


COUNCIL  MEETING. 

SIX  councillors  were  absent  from  Wednesday's  meet- 
ing owing  to  illness  or  other  causes.  Proceedings 
wer.e  not  opened  till  half-past  11,  the  delay  being  due 
perhaps  to  the  fact  that  there  was  but  little  business  to  do. 
The  President  wished  the  Council  a  happy  new  year,  and  in 
dilating  on  the  dawn  of  the  new  century  mentioned  that 
this  is  the  diamond  jubilee  year  of  the  Society  ;  134/.  was 
voted  from  the  Benevolent  Fund  to  several  applicants,  and 
seven  more  divisional  secretaries  were  elected.  The  Law 
and  Parliamentary  Committee  did  not  report,  but  the 
President  announced  that  it  had  been  decided  to  add  the 
words  "including  the  dispensing  of  medical  prescriptions" 
after  the  words  "  sale  of  poison "  in  the  proper  clauses  of 
the  Draft  Pharmacy  Bill. 


The  monthly  Council  meeting  was  held  on  January  9, 
those  present  being  the  President  (Mr.  Newsholme),  the 
Vice-President  (Mr.  Allen),  the  Treasurer  (Mr.  Atkins),  Mr. 
■Cooper,  Mr.  Glyn-Jones,  Mr.  Harrington,  Mr.  Harrison,  Mr. 
Hills,  Mr.  Johnston,  Mr.  Martindale,  Mr.  Savory,  Dr.  Symes, 
Mr,  Taylor,  Mr.  Wootton,  and  Mr.  Young.  Letters  explain- 
ing absence  were  received  from  Mr.  Carteighe,  Mr,  Cordcr, 
Mr.  Cross,  Mr.  Park,  and  Mr.  Storrar.  Mr.  Carteighe  is 
suffering  from  the  effects  of  a  chill. 

.  Proceedings  began  at  11  30  a  m.  with  the  reading  of  the 
minutes  of  the  previous  meeting,  after  which 

The  President  said  as  it  was  the  first  meeting  of  the 
new  year  he  would  like  to  take  the  opportunity  of  wishing 
his  colleagues  "  A  Happy  New  Year."  It  was  also  the  dawn 
of  a  new  century,  and,  he  hoped,  also  the  dawn  of  better 
things  in  pharmacy.    During  the  past  century  great  progress 

.  had  been  made  in  pharmacy,  and  the  whole  history  of  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society  lay  in  that  period.  He  also 
reminded  them  that  this  is  the  diamond  jubilee  year  of  the 
Society,  as  it  was  founded  in  April,  1841,  at  the  historic 
"  Crown  and  Anchor  "  meeting.  There  had  been  a  tea-party 
meeting  the  week  before,  but  the  real  foundation  was  on 
April  15,  1841.  Probably  they  may  feel  it  necessary  to 
emphasise  the  jubilee  at  the  annual  meeting.  (Applause.) 

The  Vice-President  thanked  the  President  for  his  good 
wishes,  which  he  was  sure  all  the  councillors  most  heartily 
reciprocated. 

Restorations  and  Elections. 

Five  persons  were  restored  to  the  Society  and  two  to  the 
register.  One  hundred  new  members  and  121  student- 
associates  were  elected. 

Scotch  Examinations. 

The  Privy  Council  s^nt  a  copy  of  the  Government  visitor's 
(Dr.  Balfour  Marshall)  report  on  the  examinations  in  Scotland 
for  1900. 

The  report  stated  that  although  for  the  Major  of  5 
candidates  who  presented  themselves  only  2  passed,  there 
was  an  improvement  over  last  year  in  the  standard  of  work. 
It  would  be  more  satisfactory  if  a  larger  number  would 
aspire  to  the  higher  title  of  pharmaceutical  chemist  with 
the  superior  status  it  affords.  For  the  Minor  examinations 
512  candidates  were  examined,  and  182  passed.  Eleven 
ottur  candidates  entered,  but  did  not  present  themselves  for 
examination.  The  practice  of  stopping  a  candidate  when- 
ever he  fails  in  any  part  of  the  oral  examination  makes  it 
impossible  to  give  a  percentage  of  the  rejections  in  each 
subject.  The  report  concluded  with  the  following  re- 
marks : — 

The  improvement  which  was  noted  last  year  has  not  been  main- 
tained, there  being  a  slight  falling  off  in  the  percentage  of  passea. 
Nearly  two- thirds  of  the  candidates  failed,  a  percentage  which  is 
much  too  high,  and  is  not  likely  to  be  remedied  until  a  compulsory 
curriculum  enforces  a  more  thorough  and  systematic  training 


Many  of  the  candidates  present  themselves  over  and  over  again 
and  in  many  cases  their  want  of  success  is  due  not  so  much  to  the 
standard  of  examination  being  too  high  for  them,  as  to  the  want  of 
adequate  and  properly-directed  preparation.  There  is  too  much 
evidence  of  a  system  of  cramming  for  a  few  months  just  before 
entering  for  examination,  instead  of  careful  study  extending  over  a 
prolonged  period  according  to  the  time  at  the  student's  disposal. 

It  is  worthy  of  special  note  that  28'1  per  cent,  of  the  candidates 
failed  in  practical  pharmacy  and  dispensing  alone,  aa  against 
22'9  per  cent,  last  year,  and  yet  this  is  the  most  essential  part  of 
their  after-career,  and  is,  further,  the  very  subject  they  should  be 
most  familiar  with,  aa  diapensing  forma  the  daily  work  of  a  phar- 
maciat.  The  examiners  are  by  no  means  severe,  conaidering  the 
interests  of  the  public,  aa  above  all  things  the  chemist  and 
druggiat  must  be  able  to  dispense  accurately.  The  large 
percentage  of  failurea  in  this  subject  shows  faulty  training, 
and  reveals  the  urgent  necessity  of  systematic  laboratory  work. 
The  same  remark  holds  goods  for  practical  chemistry,  in  which 
32  6  per  cent.,  or  nearly  one-third  of  the  candidates  failed.  A 
pharmacist  should  be  able  to  test  the  substances  he  uses  in  his 
daily  business. 

Finance. 

The  report  of  the  Finance  Committee  was  then  read.  It 
showed  balances  on  the 

£   s.  d. 

General  Fund  account  2,402    1  11 

Benevolent  Fund  account    382  12  4 

Orphan  Fund  account   297    0  3 

and  submitted  for  payment  the  sum  of  1,6192.  15j>\  2d., 
made  up  of  4762.  on  behalf  of  the  Journal,  831.  sundries, 
852.  rates,  1212.    law-expenses,  732.  electric-light  fittings, 
700Z.  current  expenses,  and  792.  stationery. 
The  report  was  adopted. 

It  was  announced  that  the  balances  of  the  various 
scholarship  accounts  had  been  paid  into  the  Jacob  Bell 
Scholarship  account  at  the  bank  and  the  name  changed  to 
"Scholarships  account." 

Benevolence. 

The  Benevolent  Fund  Committee's  report  was  next  taken 
in  committee,  after  which 

The  Vice-President,  in  moving  the  adoption  of  the 
report,  said  the  work  done  on  the  previous  day  did  not  differ 
greatly  from  its  normal  character.  Grants  to  the  amount 
of  1342.  were  made.  Amongst  those  who  had  received  grants 
was  one  of  the  unsuccessful  candidates  at  the  last 
Benevolent  Fund  election.  The  scrutineers  at  the  laat 
election  had  urged  that  all  the  candidates  be  elected  to 
mark  the  last  year  of  the  century,  but  he  was  obliged  to 
point  out  that  the  proposition  was  not  in  order,  and  it  was, 
perhaps,  not  generally  known  that  the  committee  always 
helped  the  unsuccessful  candidates.  One  of  the  latter  had 
not  applied  for  help,  but  had  had  a  grant  recently.  The 
sum  of  1342.  was  made  up  of — one  grant  of  52.,  two  of  102., 
two  of  122 ,  three  of  132.,  one  of  202.,  and  one  of  262. 

The  report  was  adopted. 

The  Treasurer  was  authorised  to  pay  the  annuitants  their 
annuities  on  the  quarter-days  of  1901. 

Divisional  Secretaries. 
The  Secretary  said  since  the  last  meeting  he  had  been 
making  efforts  to  fill  the  vacancies  in  the  list  of  divisional 
secretaries,  with  the  result  that  he  was  able  to  fill  seven 
vacancies : — 

West  Denbigh. — E.  D.  Jones  (Llangollen). 
Gateshead. — Matthew  Bell. 
Gloucester  (Thornbury). — J.  S.  Palmer. 
Hants  (Basingstoke). — T.  O.  Barlow. 
Liverpool  (Kirkdale). — G.  Nelmes. 
Newport  (Shropshire).— C.  K.  Pinken. 
Staffordshire  (N.W.).— W.  Oldham  (Burslem). 

The  President,  in  moving  the  election  of  the  above 
divisional  secretaries,  mentioned  that  owing  to  the  action  of 
Mr.  Maltby  Clague  and  Mr.  Harrison  in  attending  a  meeting 
at  Gateshead  four  chemists  had  joined  the  Society.  There 
were  previously  no  members  of  the  Society  in  the  district. 
He  was  glad  to  note  that  one  of  the  new  secretaries  was  a 
Bell  scholar,  as  it  unfortunately  often  happened  that  the  Bell 
scholars  went  in  for  pure  science  and  departed  from  phar- 
macy. 

After  the  vote  of  the  Council  had  been  taken  to  confirm 
the  appointments, 
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The  President  announcsd  the  death  of  Mr.  C.  E.  Turner, 
the  Divisional  Secretary  for  Bloomsbury,  as  reported  in 
the  C.  $  D.  on  December  29. 

Mr.  Martindale  mentioned  the  interesting  fact  that 
Mr.  Turner  succeeded  to  the  business  established  by  Mr. 
Gray,  the  author  of  the  well-known  Gray's  "Supplement  to 
the  Pharmacopeia,"  a  book  which  gave  him  (the  speaker) 
the  idea  of  his  "  Extra  Pharmacopoe'a."  There  was  in 
Mr.  Gray's  time  a  valuable  laboratory  in  connection  with 
the  business,  but  he  could  not  say  what  became  of  it. 

The  Library,  Museum,  and  House  Committee's  report  was 
entirely  routine  in  character,  and  as  a  research  committee 
reports  were  received  from  the  Chemical  and  Research 
Laboratories. 

The  report  was  adopted. 

The  Pharmacy  Bill. 

The  President  saiel  the  Law  and  Parliamentary  Com- 
mittee did  not  propose  to  make  a  report,  but  had  left  it  to 
him  to  make  a  statement  as  to  the  Pharmacy  Bill.  The  com- 
mittee had  very  carefully  reconsidered  the  Bi.l  clause  by 
clause,  and  had  made  several  unimportant  alterations.  They 
had,  however,  decided  to  make  one  great  alteration  and  insert 
words  covering  the  dispensing  of  medical  prescriptions  in 
each  paragraph  where  the  sale  of  poisons  was  dealt  with.  It 
was  the  unanimous  wish  of  the  committee  that  this  altera- 
tion be  made,  and  every  member  realised  that  it  was  very 
important  to  have  a  clause  limiting  to  pharmacists  the  dis- 
pensing of  medicines  other  than  poisons.  The  Lord  Chan- 
cellor expressed  the  opinion  to  Mr.  Hills  some  time 
ago  that  the  public  had  a  right  to  know  that  their 
prescriptions  were  dispensed  by  qualified  persons.  In 
most  of  the  Bills  which  the  Council  had  put  forward 
there  had  been  some  clause  to  this  effect.  Th  y  would 
remember  that  in  the  Bill  into  which  Mr.  Carteighe 
threw  so  much  energy,  and  went  through  the  country  with, 
a  clause  to  that  effect  was  the  most  important  one  of  the 
Bill.  The  business  of  compounding  prescriptions  should  be 
the  right  of  every  chemist.  The  Pharmacy  Act  of  186S 
became  more  or  less  a  Poisons  Act,  but  the  intention  of  ihe 
framers  of  the  Act  was  to  provide  men  who  could  dispense 
medicine.  The  question  of  the  sale  of  po:scns  was  a 
corollary,  or  addition,  put  into  their  hands  because  they 
were  an  educated  body.  In  regard  to  the  desirability  of 
inserting  the  dispensing  clause,  they  had  had  representations 
from  important  centres  like  Liverpool  and  Manchester,  and 
the  whole  of  Scotland  was  very  desirous  of  such  a  clause. 
The  Bill  was  now  left  by  the  committee  in  the  hands  of  the 
President  and  Vice-President,  to  arrange  with  the  solicitors 
to  have  the  draft  put  into  form  for  presenting  to  the  House  of 
Commons.  As  now  drafted,  the  Bill  was  complete,  and  they 
did  not  intend  to  go  any  further. 

Letters 

were  received  from  the  Preston  Chemists'  Association,  the 
Edinburgh  District  Trade  Association,  the  Manchester 
Pharmaceutical  Association,  and  the  Western  Chemists' 
Association  approving  of  the  Bill ;  from  the  Pharmacy 
Board  of  Queensland  thanking  the  Council  for  their  sympa- 
thetic attitude  in  regard  to  reciprocity.  The  Privy  Councii 
also  wrote  to  say  that  the  Local  Government  Board  were 
calling  the  attention  of  the  local  sanitary  aulhorities  in 
regard  to  carbolic  disinfectants,  and  advising  the  Council 
to  make  known  to  the  same  authorities  the  regulations  in 
regard  to  carbolic  acid.  It  appears  that  the  Secretary  of 
the  Pharmaceutical  Society  wrote  to  the  Home  Office  in 
regard  to  a  case  of  poisoning  by  carbolic  acid  where  the 
acid  had  been  obta;ned  unlabelled  from  the  local  sanitary 
autho)  ity. 

A  communication  was  received  from  the  British  Pharma- 
ceutical Council  in  reference  to  the  proposed  endowment  of 
a  research  worker,  that  they  did  not  propose  to  trouble  the 
Council  further  in  the  matter. 

Three  letters  from  two  persons,  one  a  naval  and  the  other 
a  hospital  dispenser,  in  legard  to  dispensing  in  the  Services, 
had  also  been  received. 

Mr.  Laing,  Larbeit,  sent  a  long  letter  in  reference  to 
pharmaceutical  legislation. 

The  letters  were  referred  to  the  committees  interested. 

The  October  Council-meeting  of  this  year  is  to  be  held  on 


the  second  Wednesday  of  the  month  so  as  not  to  clash  with 
the  opening  of  the  school  session  and  the  examinations. 


MAJOR  EXAMINATION. 

At  the  Major  examination     11  in  Edinburgh  last  week  the 
questions  given  comprised  the  following  : — 

Et  TANY. 

The  written  paper  given  from  10  to  12  on  the  morning  of 
January  2  comprised  three  questions — viz.  (1)  Divisions  of  living 
pteridophyta,  with  chief  characters  distinguishing  them  from  one 
another  and  from  the  gymnosperms ;  (2)  description  with  draw- 
ings of  dicotyledonous  tree  wood  ;  (3)  description  of  structure  and 
working  of  a  stoma,  and  explanation  of  interchange  of  gases. 

Practical  botany  in  the  afternoon  included  1  preparation  of  a 
specimen  to  illustrate  the  structure,  with  sketches  and  explanatory 
references;  (2)  two  plants  to  refer  to  their  natural  orders ;  and 
(3)  one  specimen  had  to  be  described  in  its  morphological  and 
physiological  relation  to  the  rest  of  the  plant. 

Materia  Medica. 

The  paper  in  this  subject  was  given  immediat'ly  after  the 
botany  paper  on  January  2.  It  dealt  with  (1)  the  manufacture  of 
liquid  glucose  of  commerce  and  the  detection  of  its  impurities  ; 
also  (2)  characters  of  belladonna-root  and  its  adulterants  and 
manufacture  of  atropine,  as  well  as  the  formation  of  tropeines. 
Practical  work  in  the  afternoon  comprised  the  preparation  of 
cross  sections  of  two  barks  and  the  microscopic  examination  of 
powdered  calumba. 

Chemistry  and  Physics. 

January  3  was  devoted  to  these  subjects.  In  chemistry  nine 
questions  were  given,  of  which  six  only  had  to  be  attempted.  They 
comprised  (1)  Avogadro's  hypothesis  ;  2)  cyanide  process  of  gold« 
extraction;  (3)  preparation  of  oxide,  carbonate,  sulphate,  and' 
arsenite  of  silver  from  the  metal ;  (4)  chemistry  of  iron  rusting  ; 
(5)  an  arithmetical  calculation  of  carbon  expired  in  a  year  from 
the  lungs  when  seventeen  litres  of  carbonic  anhydride  are  exhaled 
per  hour ;  (6  description  o"  the  manufacture  of  a  chemical  com- 
pound on  a  large  scale  ;  (7)  source  and  impurities  of  tartaric  aciel;.. 
(8)  preparation  of  natural  and  synthetic  salicylic  acids;  (9)  pre- 
paration of  iodoform. 

In  physics  six  of  eight  questions  had  to  be  attempted.  They 
drew  upon  the  candidates'  knowledge  of  (1)  Vapour  density  of  : 
alcohol  by  Dumas'  method ;  (2)  relation  of  molecular  weights  . 
and  relative  densities  of  gases;  (3)  Bunsen's  photometer ;_  (4) 
dialysis;  (5|  ammeter  and  voltmeter  ;  (6)  processes  of  distillation  ; 
(7)  refrangibility,  dispersion,  chemically  active  rays,  absorption  of  . 
spectrum;  and  (8)  electro-plating. 


At  the  examination  heid  in  London  on  December  27 
and  28,  the  questions  covered  a  similar  range  of  subjects. 

Materia  Medica. 

Candidates  had  to  state  how  storax,  soammonium,  lupuh'rt,"-. 
asafetida,  catechu,  and  oil  of  eucalyptus  are  tested  for  purity, 
and  had  to  state  the  varieties  of  cardamoms. 

The  practical  materia  medica  questions  necessitated  the  disfoc- 
tion  of  a  seed  and  mounting  ol  the  embryo,  testa,  and  endosperm.  - 

Botany. 

The  characters  of  the  flower  and  fruit  o"  papaveraceous  plants 
were  to  bo  enumerated.    Explanations  of  heliotropism  and  modi- 
fication of  parts  of  plants  so  a;  to  form  food-storing  organs  had  to  ' 
be  given. 

In  practical  botany  the  morphology  of  three  specimens  was  to  ■ 
be  determined  and  described.    Another  specimen  was  required  to  • 
be  prepared  so  as  to  show  its  microscopic  structure.    Two  flowers 
had  to  be  assigned  to  their  natural  orders. 

Chemistry. 

Part  I. — Six  questions  only  to  be  attempted,  of  which  two  were' 
to  be  taken  from  Part  II.  The  equivalent  of  silver  in  a  solution 
of  nitrate  of  silver  had  to  be  calculated  from  a  known  quantity  of 
bromide  precipitated.  The  constitutional  formulae  of  the  nitrogon 
compounds  with  hydrogen  and  hydrogen  and  oxygen  given  and 
described.  Four  experiment;  to  demonstrate  the  oxidising  action 
of  hydrogen  peroxide  to  be  described.  Apparatus  and  method  of 
preparing  hy  drogen  iodide,  and  the  action  of  sulphuric  acid  on 
sodium  nitrate,  sodium  thiosulphate,  sodium  sulphate,  sodium 
iodide,  and  sodium  perchlorate  after  heating,  required.  The 
last  question  was  on  the  manufac  ture  of  potassium  permanganate. 

Part  II  —  The  formula?  and  relation  between  the  isomeric  forms 
of  tartaric  acid  had  to  be  given.  The  method  of  preparing  and 
properties  of  ethyl  acetoacet?te  given,  and  equations  showing  the 
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preparation  of  butyric  acid  and  methyl  ethyl  ketone  from  it' 
Hie  properties  of  quinone  and  the  equations  of  the  steps  to  be 
taken  to  prepare  phenacetin  from  benzene  were  required. 

Physics. 

Six  questions  only  out  of  seven  to  be  attempted.  Describe 
how  to  measure  the  angle  of  a  prism  and  to  take  the  refractive 
index.  The  latent  heat  o;  fusion  and  the  influence  of 
pressure  on  the  fusing-point  to  be  explained.  A  thermometric 
calculation,  spectacle-lens  fitting,  the  construction  of  a  tangent 
galvanometer,  magnifying- glass,  and  method  of  studying  the 
spectra  of  various  elements  were  the  subjects  of  other  questions. 


personalities. 


MINOR  EXAMINATION  (EDINBURGH). 

The  Board  of  Examiners  for  Scotland  has  just  concluded  its 
January  sitting,  and  we  are  indebted  to  Mr.  Bremridge  for 
the  following  report  dealing  with  the  Minor  : — ■ 

We  have  received  from  the  Registrar  of  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society  of  Great  Britain  the  following  list  of  persons  who  sub- 
mitted themselves  for  examination  at  the  January  meeting  of 
that  Society's  Board  of  Examiners  in  Scotland,  and  who  were 
then  granted  certificates  of  competent  skill  and  knowledge  and 
qualification. 

In  pursuance  of  the  provisions  of  the  Pharmacy  Acts  the  names 
of  such  persons  have  been  placed  upon  the  Register  of  Chemists 
and  Druggists,  and  in  virtue  of  such  registration  they  are 
entitled  to  practise  pharmacy  in  Great  Britain  : — ■ 


Robert  Alexander 
Richard  Birrell  C.  Allen 
Thomas  Mylne  Ballingall 
Arthur  Barkes 
Annie  Millar  Barr 
Donald  Brims 
Wilfrid  Harry  Burns 
William  Center 
William  Spence  Culbert 
John  Gibb  Dickie 
Charles  Harold  Dixon 
George  Nelson  Dobson 
Samuel  John  Duncan 
Charles  Elder 
Samuel  Ewart 
,  David  Foulis 
Andrew  Geddes 
John  Gibson 

George  Ruddiman  Glennie 
George  Grant 
David  Henderson 
Frank  Jones 
Malcolm  Kerr 


John  Lawson 

Robert  Usher  Low 

William  Macadie 

John  Macdonald 

William  McGavin 

David  McGuflie 

John  Dunsmore  MacLeod 

James  Robertson  Milne 

James  Blackwood  Mitchell 

John  Nob'e 

Watson  Noble 

Frederick  Butter  Parker 

Charles  Philip 

Horace  Thurley  Rayner 

George  Reid 

James  Smith 

Thomas  Mathie  Smith 

Francis  Holiday  Sprott 

James  Taylor 

James  Russell  Taylor 

William  John  Thomson 

John  Walker 

William  Hamilton  Watt 


Stuoents'  Corner, 

Conducted  by  Richard  J.  Moss,  F.I.C.,  F.C.S. 


T 


The  Tournament. 
HE  cc  mpetition  in  this  section  of  the  Students'  Corner 
proceeds  merrily,  the  large  influx  of  competitors  in  the 
tournament,  the  result  of  which  was  announced  last  week, 
bringing  an  element  of  danger  into  the  apparently  secure 
position  of  the  leaders.  The  first  three  positions  are  still 
held  by  "Cwm,"  "Integer,"  and  W.  B.  Perry  respectively — 
the  two  latter  gentlemen  drawing  for  second — but  after  that 
a  redistribution  has  taken  place.  The  following  are  the 
figures  and  positions  of  the  first  twelve  : — 

"Cwm"  (294),  "Integer"  and  W.  B.  Perry  (each  277) 
"Karlachan"  (272),  "  Weno "  (271),  W.  Maxwell  (269), 
"  Jegow  "  (267),  J.  R.  Stott  (266 j,  "Hygeia"  (264),  S.V.R. 
(262),  S.  A.  M.  and  J.  E.  Jackson  (each  234). 

It  will  thus  be  seen  that  the  new  blood  is  making  its 
influence  felt,  and  many  possibilities  are  hidden  in  the  un- 
certainties of  the  future. 


A  Coincidence. — In  the  (own  of  Bedford,  on  one  side  of 
the  street,  "  Boots,  Cash  Chemist "  has  a  shop,  while  im- 
mediately opposite  is  displayed  a  notice  of  "  Cash,  for  Boots  " 
in  the  window  of  a  large  shoemaker's  establishment. 


Mr.  J.  Ingall,  chemist  and  druggist,  High  Street, 
Ashford  (Kent),  has  been  elected  a  trustee  of  the  almshouses 
of  the  town. 

Mr.  F.  W.  Bates,  chemist  and  druggist,  Brook's  Bar  and 
Alexander  Park,  who  is  a  Justice  of  the  Peace  and  Chairman 
of  the  Stretford  Urban  District  Council,  on  December  4 
formally  opened  a  new  Technical  Institute  and  Public  Free 
Library,  which  has  been  erected  in  the  district  at  a  cost  of 
nearly  10,0007. 

Mrs.  Cornelius  Hanbury,  sen.,  is  the  oldest  subject 
of  the  Queen  in  England.  An  excellent  portrait  of  Mrs. 
Hanbury  was  given  in  last  week's  Sphere  as  the  centrepiece  of 
a  group  of  centenarians  who  have  seen  three  centuries  of  the 
Christian  era.  Our  contemporary  remarks  :  "  Mrs.  Hanbury 
(born  June  9,  1793,  just  three  months  before  the  execution 
of  Marie  Antoinette)  was  the  daughter  of  John  Sanderson, 
of  All  Hallows,  London  Wall,  a  zealous  member  of  the 
Society  of  Friends.  In  early  life  she  was  closely  associated 
with  the  various  good  works  of  Elizabeth  Fry,  and  in  1826 
married  the  late  Mr.  Cornelius  Hanbury,  of  the  well-known 
firm  of  Allen  &  Hanbury.  For  just  three-quarters  of  a 
century  she  has  been  a  total  abstainer.  She  could  read  and 
write  as  usual  until  she  was  over  a  hundred.  Her  only 
surviving  son  now  directs  the  great  business  in  Plough 
Court,  and  in  the  month  of  June  last  celebrated  his  own 
golden  wedding  within  a  few  days  of  his  venerable  mother's 
107th  birthday."  There  have  been  many  references  to  Mrs. 
Hanbury  in  the  daily  newspapers  this  week,  generally  in- 
correct, but  the  Sphere's  information  is  authentic. 


festivities. 


Midland  Pharmaceutical  Association. 

The  members  of  this  Association  opened  the  year  with  a 
social  gathering  to  which  ladies  were  invited,  and  which  took 
place  at  the  Great  Western  Hotel,  Birmingham,  on  January  3. 
The  attendance  numbered  about  one  hundred,  and  for 
their  entertainment  Mr.  G.  H.  Brunt,  the  Hon.  Secretary,  had 
arranged  a  capital  programme.  The  latest  lantern  photo- 
graphs, lent  by  members  of  the  Birmingham  Photographic 
Society,  formed  an  interesting  feature.  The  concert  com- 
menced at  9  o'clock,  and  embraced  selections  by  the  Napoli 
Mandoline  Comparsa;  humorous  and  musical  recitals  by  Mr. 
Astley  Weaver ;  songs  by  Miss  Beatrice  Vernon,  Mr.  Fred 
Evans,  and  Mr.  Patrick  Barr,  and  other  items.  Mr.  J.  Tyler 
was  accompanist. 

Plymothians  Dance. 

Owing  to  the  war  the  Plymouth,  Devonport,  Stonehouse 
and  District  Chemists'  Association  decided  not  to  hold  a  ball 
last  year,  but  this  year  the  Association  determined  upon  a 
"  New  Century  Ball,"  and  also  for  the  first  time  provided  a 
sit-down  supper.  The  function,  which  tobk  place  on 
January  4,  proved  a  decided  success,  the  hosts  leaving 
nothing  undone  that  could  possibly  contribute  to  the  com- 
fort or  pleasure  of  their  guests.  Stonehouse  Town  Hall  was 
gaily  decorated  with  fairy  lamps  and  draperies,  and  at  the 
top  of  the  room  was  the  brass  pestle  and  mortar  presented 
to  the  Association  some  years  ago  by  Mr.  Kinton  Bond, 
Principal  of  the  Corporation  Grammar  School.  The 
gathering  numbered  about  200,  and  dancing  was  spiritedly 
kept  up  until  the  small  hours.  Mr.  L.  Brock's  band  supplied 
excellent  music,  and  the  programme  comprised  eighteen 
dances  and  two  extras.  During  the  night  the  weather 
became  bitterly  cold,  and  the  committee  conceived  the 
happy  idea  of  serving  hot  soup  at  the  end  of  the  programme 
"  to  keep  out  the  cold."  The  Ball  Committee  consisted  of 
the  President  (Mr.  W.  H.  Woods),  and  Messrs.  J.  H.  Bailey, 
J.  Barge,  A.  D.  Breeze,  J.  Cocks,  G.  Fairweather,  F.  W. 
Hunt,  E.  W.  H.  Green,  C.  J.  Park,  J.  W.  B.  Swainson,  J.  D. 
Turney,  W.  Condy  U'Ren,  and  C.  T.  Weary,  with  Mr.  F. 
Maitland  as  Hon.  Secretary. 
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pharmaceutical  Society  of  3rcIano, 


COUNCIL-MEETING. 

fFHE  Council  met  on  Wednesday,  January  2,  in  the 
A  Society's  house,  67  Lower  Mount  Street,  Dublin,  at 
3  o'clock.  The  President  (Mr.  George  D.  Beggs)  was  in 
the  chair,  and  the  other  members  present  were  the  Vice- 
President  (Mr.  Bernard)  and  Messrs.  Kelly,  Brown,  White, 
J.P.  (Sligo),  W.  F.  Wells,  and  Grindley  (Hon.  Treasurer). 

CONG  R  ATULATIONS. 

The  President  said  he  was  sure  all  the  members  had 
been  deeply  gratified  on  learning  of  the  very  high  honour 
that  had  been  conferred  on  their  late  Treasurer,  now  Sir 
Edward  Hodgson.  No  one  in  the  trade  was  more  deserving 
of  that  honour  of  knighthood  than  their  old  friend.  He  had 
been  connected  with  the  drug-trade  since  he  was  a  lad,  and 
they  all  knew  the  high  position  that  he  had  attained  in  the 
city.  He  (the  President)  was  sure  he  expressed  the 
unanimous  feeling  of  the  Council  when  be  moved  that  the 
Registrar  be  directed  to  write  a  congratulatory  letter  to  Sir 
Edward  Hodgson  on  his  well-deserved  honour.  He  was  one 
of  the  original  members  of  the  Society ;  he  was  their 
Treasurer  for  twenty-one  years  ;  and  it  was  he  who  brought 
them  into  that  house,  never  having  let  it  out  of  his  mind 
that  they  should  be  not  tenants,  but  owners. 

Mr.  Wells  seconded  the  motion,  which  was  unanimously 
agreed  to. 

The  President  moved,  and  it  was  agreed,  that  the 
Registrar  should  also  write  a  letter  of  congratulation  to  Sir 
Thomas  Robinson  on  his  knighthood,  accompanied  by  an 
explanation  that  through  an  oversight  the  letter  had  not 
been  addressed  to  him  before. 

It  was  also  agreed,  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Wells,  to  con- 
gratulate the  Society's  counsel,  Mr.  John  Gordon,  Q  C,  who 
had  been  recently  elected  a  member  of  Parliament. 

Examiner  for  Registered  Druggists. 

Mr.  James  Guiler,  Belfast,  having  resigned  his  appoint- 
ment as  an  examiner  for  registered  druggists  in  Belfast, 

The  President  moved  that  Dr.  Watts,  M.B.,  B.Ch., 
L.P.S.I.,  Waverley  Terrace,  Belfast,  be  elected  to  succeed 
him. 

Mr.  Wells,  in  seconding  the  motion,  said  Dr.  Watts  was  a 
practical  pharmacist  in  addition  to  having  attained  a  high 
position  as  a  medical  man.  All  the  Belfast  gentlemen  were 
in  favour  of  him,  and  he  believed  that  he  would  do  credit  to 
the  Society. 

No  other  candidate  being  proposed,  Dr.  Watts  was 
elected. 

The  Licence  Examination. 

Mr.  Wells  said  he  had  been  requested  by  Dr.  M.  R. 
Whitla,  who  was  prevented  by  illness  from  attending,  to 
move  a  resolution  which  stood  on  the  agenda-paper  in  his 
name,  viz  :  — 

Thali  in  the  Pharmaceutical  Licence  examination  (Regulation  7) 
the  minimum  pass  percentage  in  pharmacy  shall  be  50,  instead  of 
45,  and  that  the  sub-division  "  Prescription-reading  and  British 
Pharmacopoeia"  be  divided  into  two  distinct  sub-divisions,  with  a 
maximum  of  20  and  a  minimum  of  10  for  each. 

A  proposal  to  this  effect  had  already  been  adopted  by  the 
Council  and  sent,  with  other  proposed  rules,  to  Dublin  Castle. 
These  others  had  been  objected  to  ;  but  he  believed  the  one 
now  put  forward  would  be  approved  of.  The  reason  for  it 
was  that  at  present  prescription-reading  and  the  recognising 
of  specimens  were  marked  for  at  the  examination  under  the 
one  heading.  The  result  was  that  a  candidate  might  pass  on 
the  recognising  of  specimens  alone,  without  being  able  to 
read  a  prescription  at  all,  unless  it  was  prevented  by  the 
exercise  of  a  discretion  on  the  part  of  the  examiner.  The 
effect  of  carrying  the  present  motion  would  be  that  the 
maxima  and  minima  of  answering  would  stand  as  follows: — 
Pharmacy,  30,  15 ;  compounding,  30,  15 ;  prescription- 
reading,  20,  10;  British  Pharmacopoeia,  20,  10. 

The  Vice-President  seconded  the  motion,  which  was 
unanimously  agreed  to. 

Letters  of  thanks  from  Messrs.  W.  F.  Wells,  Henry  David 
O'Sullivan,  and  James  Guiler  were  read  ;  also  a  copy  of  the 


report  of  Sir  George  Duffey,  the  Lord-Lieutenant's  visitor,  to 
his  Excellency  on  the  state  of  the  Society,  was  received  from 
the  Clerk  of  the  Irish  Privy  Council,  and  was  laid  cn  the 
table. 

Reports  from  committees  and  other  business  having  been 
disposed  of,  the  Council  adjourned. 


flDeoical  Gleanings. 


Application  for  Burns. 

After  having  washed  the  pirt  with  boric  solution  and 
having  pricked  the  blisters,  if  there  are  any,  apply  with  the 
aid  of  a  brush  the  following  solution  :  — 

Tannin   5hss. 

Alcohol   5iiss. 

Sulphuric  ether       ...       ...       ...  5iiss. 

Mix. 

This  is  a  French  method  of  treatment. 

Constipation  in  Children. 

The  following  is  said  to  be  an  effective  remedy  : — 

Pulv.  rhei   gr.  xxiiss. 

Pulv.  ipecac.  ...       ...       ...       ...    gr.  iv. 

Sodii  bicarb     gr.  ix. 

Syr.  simp  Jiv. 

M. 

Sig. :  Teaspoonful  every  three  houi'3. 

Chilblains. 

The  season  for  chilblains  is  now  at  hand,  so  that  the 
following  concise  statement  from  the  British  Medical 
Journal  on  the  losal  treatment  used  as  an  adjunct  to  general 
treatment  by  cod-liver  oil  or  malt  extract  will  be  useful. 

Professor  Balz  ha3  recommended  the  following  treatment : — 

Caustic  potash    I  per  cent, 

Glycerin    20"  „ 

Alcohol    20  „ 

Water   60  „ 

The  hands  are  bathed  in  warm  water,  and  this  mixture  is  rubbed 
into  the  skin  of  the  hands.  A  cure  is  said  to  follow  two  or  three 
applications.  Surgeon  W.  G.  Macpherson  has  drawn  attention  to 
the  value  of  ichthyol  in  relieving  the  itching  rapidly  and  com- 
pletely, and  eventually  in  bring  about  a  cure.  He  recommends  a 
30-per-cent.  ointment  with  lanolin  or  vaseline.  The  following 
prescription  has  been  found  useful : — ■ 

Iiinimenti  aconiti    ...  ...       ...  5iss. 

Linimenti  belladonmo  ...       ...  5iss. 

Tincturoe  opii...       ...  ...       ...  5hi. 

Olei  amygdala?  amaros    m.v. 

Olei  lavanduUu       ...  ...       ...  rn^x. 

Linimentum  saponis  ...       ...  ad  Jij- 

About  5ss.  to  5j-  of  this  is  applied  to  the  painful  part  night  and. 
morning. 

Action  of  Cacodylates. 

Dr.  Wm.  Murrell's  strictures  in  regard  to  the  action  of 
cacodylates  (see  C.  January  5,  page  19)  are  disputed 

by  Dr.  Kinsey-Morgan,  who,  writing  to  the  British  Medical 
Journal,  from  mor*  extensive  experience  with  the  new 
remedy,  assures  practitioners  that,  given  in  proper  doses  and 
in  suitable  cases,  it  is  perfectly  safe.  Dr.  Murrell  appears 
to  have  given  a  sodium  cacodylate  of  French  manufacture 
in  1-gr.  doses  three  times  a  day  to  a  single  patient.  Dr. 
Kinscy  -Morgan  suggests  a  more  extended  trial  of  the  remedy, 
in  doses  of  |  gr.  to  \  gr.  twice  daily.  He  recommends  Messrs. 
Squire  &  Sons'  liquor  kakodylicus,  which  he  has  been  in  the 
habit  of  using.  We  learn  from  Messrs.  Squire  that  this  prepara- 
tion is  intended  for  hypodermic  administration.  They  make  it 
from  a  specially  pure  sodium  cacodylate  which  they  manu- 
facture themselves,  and  it  is  sterilised.  They  make  other 
preparations,  the  liquid  for  administration  per  os  being 
elixir  kakodylicus.  This  is  an  elegant  galenical  in  which 
the  first  taste  of  the  cacodylate  is  admirably  concealed.  The 
dose  is  i  to  1  dr.  There  is  no  question  that  impure  cacody- 
lates are  dangerous,  but  pharmacists  and  physicians  have 
the  advantage  of  Messrs.  Squire's  guarantee  that  these  and 
other  preparations  which  they  manufacture  are  pure  and 
constant. 
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A  further  instalment  of  opinions  on  our  1901  Diary  is 
appended : — 

To  the  chemist  who's  sensible 
'Tis  quite  indispensable, 
For  his  nine  parts  commercial 
And  one  part  professional 

Are  "cleared  "  from  much  that  is  miry 

By  the  C.  &  D.'s  Diary. 

George  T.  Ferrie  (Edinburgh); 

In  matters  pharmaceutic, 

Erudite,  or  educational, 
lu  matters  therapeutic, 

Legal,  trite,  or  conversational  ; 
In  matters  scientific 

For  the  man  or  youth  probational, 
You  cannot  find  its  equal 

If  you  search  till  all's  Doomsdaytiona.1. 
It  is  known  by  every  C.  and  D. 
From  "  Duns  to  Timbuctoo." 

H.  C.  Thompson  Smith  (Sandgate). 

I  have  read  the  C.  &  D.  from  beginning  to  end, 
And  am  fully  convinced  'tis  the  druggist's  best  friend  ; 
And  if  he  is  anxious  in  the  world  to  rise, 
In  the  C.  <fc  D.  Diary  he  should  advertise. 


Isabella  Unsworth  (Ballynahinch,  co.  Down). 

Your  valuable  C.  &  D.  Diary  for  1901  to  hand  all  right,  and 
am  much  pleased  with  it.  The  information  is  very  good.  I  have 
some  of  the  first  numbers,  but  these  later  ones  of  last  few  years 
are  much  better  than  the  previous  ones.  No  chemist  and 
druggist  ought  to  be  without  the  journal.  Am  glad  to  receive  the 
weekly  numbers,  also  for  the  courtesy  of  the  Editor. — D.  M. 

Do  not  spend  a  week  in  worry, 

Thinking,  planning,  but  just  hurry, 

And  send  the  guinea  on  to  "  yours  truly," 

And  the  pleasure  I  will  fee!, 

Will  be  almost  just  as  real 

As  that  I  get  from  your  Diary. 

H.  Wolff  (Chester). 

I'm  asked  to  write  a  paragraph, 

Or  some  short  verse  in  rhyme, 
Expressive  of  your  Diary, 

Just  out  this  present  time. 
Well,  all  that  I  can  say  is  this  : 

Of  treasures  it's  a  store, 
Oi  "  Diaries  "  it  is  the  pearl, 

And  what  can  I  say  more  ? 

John  W.  Culverwell  (Croydon). 

The  Chemists'  and  Druggists'  Diary  is  a  library  :  concise, 
useful,  instructive,  and  above  any  criticism. — J.  E.  Gee  (Stock- 
port). 

The  advertisement  pages  are  really  most  good, 

They  "  talk  "  about  medicine,  sundries,  and  food. 

The  spaces  are  ample  in  the  Diary  itself 

For  diurnal  entries  about  many  a  shelf. 

But  what  is  apparent  to  the  critical  eye 

Is  the  care  used  to  interest  from  lowest  to  high, 

And  apart  from  the  guinea  (though  useful  'tv/ould  be), 

I  give  you  "  Success  to  the  C.  &  D.  D. !  " 

F.  C.  I  sham  Wilson  (Oxford;. 

It's  pretty  and  it's  useful, 

And  it's  full  of  good  advice  ; 
To  "  an  absent-minded  beggar" 
It's  a  bra;n-saving  device 

E.  H.  Rogers  (Wallasey  Village). 

Business-questions,  great  or  small, 
That  should  interest  chemists  all, 
Are  fully  answered  in  this  book, 
And  for  such  answers  all  should  look. 

All  who  up  to  date  in  business  would  be 

Must  every  week  read  the  C.  &  £>., 

As  there  on  every  page  is  found 

Most  useful  knowledge  all  the  year  round. 

My  good  opinion  to  my  friends  I'll  tell, 

And  ever  do  my  best,  subscribers'  list  to  swell ; 

Thus  should  all  do,  as  for  the  trade, 

No  better  Diary  was  ever  made. 

J.  Sinclair  (Deptford). 


The  chemists'  Diary  comes  forth  once  a  year  to  rouse  the 
chemist  and  druggist  on  matters  of  business,  strictly  pharma- 
ceutical, its  keen  lens  ever  luminous,  surveying  and  bringing 
nearer  to  view  the  unseen,  the  forgotten  ;  drawing  fresh  scenes 
to  the  plates  of  the  old  boys  and  new.  May  it  always  be  as  it 
has  been — the  lens  of  lenses  to  the  druggist. — J.  Howe  (Old 
Bromptonl. 

A  chemist  without  The  Chemists'  and  Druggists'  Diary  is 
like  a  mariner  without  his  compass— both  are  very  much  at  sea, 
and  likely  to  find  the  rocks. — M.  Bonser,  Notting  Hill  Gate,  W. 


Gbree  {Troublesome  prescriptions. 

By  W.  G.  Straitox,  L.P.S.I. 


A BELFAST  PHARMACIST  recently  called  my  attention 
to  the  following  prescription  :  — 


Tr.  nucis  vom.  ...       ...       ...  5ij. 

Tr.  strophanthi    5iss. 

Tr.  zingib  fort.  ...       ...       ...  5ss. 

Tr.  cardam.  co.  ...       ...       ...  3ss. 

Spt.  chloroformi  ...       ...       ...  5SS- 

Aq.  chloroformi  ad   Jvj. 

M.    Ft.  mist. 


This  he  had  sent  out  as  a  slightly  cloudy  mixture,  but  the 
patient  complained  that  it  was  incorrectly  dispensed,  and 
differed  from  that  which  he  had  obtained  at  an  establishment 
to  which  he  had  been  recommended  by  the  prescribes  The 
pharmacist  had  the  mixture  compounded  at  this  establish- 
ment, and,  as  dispensed  there,  it  presented  a  muddy  appear- 
ance, and  on  standing  a  soapy-looking  sediment  was 
deposited.  He  then  referred  the  matter  to  me.  I  suggested 
that  the  muddy  appearance  and  sediment  were  probably 
due  to  bad  compounding.  A  few  experiments  were  made, 
and  it  was  found  that  if  the  tinctures  and  spirit  of  chloro- 
form are  mixed  and  then  added  to  4^  oz.  of  chloroform- 
water,  a  comparatively  clear  mixture  is  obtained  while  if 
the  tinctures  and  spirit  are  added  one  by  one  to  the  water, 
the  result  is  a  muddy  mixture  from  which  a  light  sediment 
is  rapidly  deposited. 

The  next  prescription  was  met  with  in  a  Tunbridge  Wells 
pharmacy  : — 

Liq.  ammon.  acet.    ...       ...       ...  5iv. 

Liq.  plumbi  subacet.  dil   §iv. 

M.  et  ft.  lot.o. 

It  looks  simple,  but  on  mixing  the  liquors  tha  lead  is 
completely  precipitated  as  carbonate,  becau;e  liq.  ammonii 
acetatis,  especially  if  freshly  prepared,  is  strongly  impreg- 
nated with  carbon  dioxide.  For  such  a  prescription  as  the 
above  it  is  allowable  to  boil  off  all  the  gas  from  the  solution 
before  adding  the  liq.  plumbi,  and  by  this  means  a  clear 
lotion  may  be  obtained. 

The  third  prescription  is  for  an  ointment  which  a  well- 
known  English  pharmacist  was  accustomed  to  set  each  new 
assistant  to  make  up  : — 

Hyd.  ox.  rub....       ...  ...  ...  gr.  xx. 

Zinci  oxidi    ...       ...  ...  ...  5ij- 

Calami naris  proeparat.  ...  ...  3i j . 

Liq.  plumbi  subacet.  ...  ...  5v. 

C'reasoti        ...       ...  ...  ...    gtt.  viij. 

Vaselini  ad    ...       ...  ...  ...  Jij. 

M.  et  ft.  ungt. 

The  attempts  of  some  of  the  rewcomers  to  dispense  the 
above  were  ludicrous,  as  in  no  way  can  the  liq.  plumbi  be 
incorporated,  and  a  creamy  product  obtained,  unless  the 
dispenser  starts  by  mixing  the  8  drops  of  creosote  with  the 
vaseline.  The  oxide  of  zinc,  calamine,  and  red  oxide  of 
mercury,  all  in  the  finest  powder,  should  then  be  added,  and 
when  these  are  thoroughly  incorporated  the  liq.  plumbi 
should  bestirred  in  in  small  quantities  at  a  time,  each  portion 
being  thoroughly  mixed  before  the  next  portion  is  added. 
The  product  is  a  beautiful  flesh-coloured  cream.  The 
dispenser  will  notice  the  curious  property  which  the  creosote 
confers  on  the  vaseline  of  taking  up  a  much  larger  quantity 
of  liq.  plumbi  than  it  would  unaided. 


The  exports  of  beeswax  from  Gambia  during  1899  were 
va^ed  at  4,412/.,  compared  with  1,833/.  in  the  previous  year. 
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flDarrfaoe. 


Gillmour — Watson.— At  Knock  Methodist  Church  on 
January  1,  by  the  Itev.  R.  Crawford  Johnson,  D.D.  (uncle  of 
the  bride)  and  the  Rev.  James  Robertson,  D.D.,  J.  W.  Gill- 
mour, editor  of  the  Irish  Grocer,  to  S.  Elizabeth,  only  daughter 
of  Mr.  J.  Watson,  Knosk.  [  Chose  who  attende  1  the  meeting 
of  the  British  Pharmaceutical  Conference  at  Belfast  will 
recall  that  the  bride  was  secretary  of  the  Ladies'  Committee, 
and  her  duties  were  done  in  the  most  charming  fashion.  We 
observe  that  Mr.  J.  W.  W.  Agnew,  M.P.S.I.,  Belfast,  was  the 
-organist  at  the  wedding,  and  played  the  Bridal  March  from 
"  Lohengrin."] 


2>eatbs. 


Armour. — On  January  6  the  death  was  announced,  at 
■Chicago,  of  Mr.  Philip  Danforth  Armour,  head  of  the  great 

meat  and  meat-extract 
firm.    Mr.  Armour,  who 
was  born  at  Stockbridge, 
New  York,  in  1832,  was 
in   1833  a  member  of 
the  firm  of  Piankington, 
Armour  &  Co.,  packers, 
but  later  became  inter- 
ested in   the  Chicago 
grain  firm    of    H.  C. 
Armour  &   Co.,  which 
r stablished  a  pork-pack- 
ing plant  and  became 
Armour  &   Co.  Since 
1875  he  had  been  head 
cf  the  firm,  which  now 
conducts    the  largest 
pork-packing,  dressed- 
meat,    provision,  and 
general   canning  busi- 
ness in  the  world.    Having  built  up  this  business,  Philip 
Armour  decided  early  in  1900  that  he  would  incorporate  the 
"undertaking,  and  the  final  steps  to  effect  this  wfre  taken 
in  March  last.    The  interests  were  capitalised  at  #20,000,003. 
It  had  formerly  been  a  co-partnership,  but  the  incorporation 
•did  not  change  the  management  in  any  sense.    The  reason 
assigned  for  Mr.  Armour  taking  this  method  of  unburdening 
himself  to  a  certain  extent  was  his  own  ill-health  and  the 
death  of  his  son,  Philip  D.  Armour,  jun.    Mr.  Armour  ral 
.given  500.000Z.  to  the  Armour  Mission  and  Armour  Institute, 
which  he  founded.    One  of  the  latest  episodes  in  a  busy 
and  eventful  life  was  Mr.  Armour's  great  struggle  with 
Mr.  Joseph  Leiter  in  connection  with  the  latter 's  attempt 
to  make  a  corner  in  wheat. 

Baker. — Suddenly,  at  Cosham,  on  January  3,  Mr.  Thomas 
Brown  Baker,  pharmaceutical  chemist,  High  Street.  Aged  73. 
Mr.  Baker  was  apprenticed  at  the  old-established  business 
■of  Rastrick's,  Southsea,  and  commenced  business  on  his  own 
account  at  Cosham  over  fifty  years  ago.  He  was  also  sub- 
postmaster  for  years  until  the  increase  of  the  district  made  a 
separate  appointment  necessary.  He  was  prominently  con- 
nected with  the  public  life  of  Cosham,  being  Vice-Chairman 
of  the  School  Board  and  a  member  of  the  Parish  Council 
from  its  formation,  only  resigning  these  posts  when  he  found 
his  health  failing.  He  was  a  prominent  churchman,  and  did 
'much  good  in  an  unostentatious  way.  He  leaves  four  sons, 
two  of  whom  are  dentists  and  two  surgeons. 

Chance. — At  Thornbridge,  Leamington,  on  January  7. 
Mr.  Henry  Chance,  of  Messrs.  Chance  Brothers  &  Co, 
(Limited),  and  Chance  &  Hunt  (Limited),  Oldbury.  Aged  73. 

Clarke. — On  January  8,  at  South  Tottenham,  Mr.  Henry 
Burger  Clarke.  Aged  78  The  deceased  gentleman  was 
formerly  a  partner  in  the  now  extinct  firm  of  Clarke  &  Coste, 
chemical-merchants,  and  was  plaintiff  in  an  action  against 
the  late  Mr.  Bradlaugh  to  recover  penalties  from  that 
gentleman  for  sitting  and  voting  in  the  House  without  first 
taking  the  oath. 


Evans. — At  Tregaron,  Cardiganshire,  on  December  30, 
1900,  Mrs.  Evans,  wife  of  Mr.  David  Evans,  chemist  and 
diuggist.    Aged  50  years. 

Hawker. — At  59  Blessington  Road,  Blackheath,  on 
January  4,  Eliza  Mary,  for  fifty-two  years  the  wife  of  Mr. 
Edwin  Hawker  (Hawker  Erothers,  medical  confectioners). 

Herbert. — On  December  24,  Mr.  Henry  Charles  Joyce 
Herbert,  chemist  and  druggist,  Lisson  Grove,  N.W.  Aged  63 

Hodges. — On  January  2,  at  his  residence,  South  Hill, 
Clagford,  Devon,  Mr.  George  Liebig  Hodges,  M.A.,  late  of 
H.M.  Consular  Service,  Japan,  third  son  of  the  late  Professor 
John  H.  Hodges,  Queen's  College,  Belfast. 

Lambert. — Recently  at  Noithwich,  Mr.  Charles  Lambert, 
manager  for  the  Salt  Union  of  Ashton's  Saltworks,  North- 
wich.  Aged  70.  Prior  to  the  formation  of  the  Union,  Mr. 
Lambert  was  foreman  of  the  works  for  twenty  years.  He 
also  owned  saltworks  at  Witton  Brook. 

Rogers. — At  No.  3  Schools  Hospital,  Pretoria,  on 
December  14,  1900,  Civil-compoundt-j  R.  Rogers,  R.A.M.C. 
Aged  23.  Mr.  Rogers  was  formerly 
a  chemist's  assistant  at  Highbury, 
and  latterly  in  the  dispensing  de- 
partment of  the  Army  and  Navy 
Stores,  Westminster.  He  volun- 
teered for  service  in  March  of  last 
year,  atd  shortly  afterwards  went 
out  to  South  Africa,  where  he  was 
attached  to  No.  9  General  Hospital, 
Bloemfontein,  thereafter  going 
north  to  Pretoria.  Whilst  serving 
with  the  Irish  Hospital  at  Pretoria 
Mr.  Rogers  contracted  enteric  fever, 
from  which  he  died.  His  death  is 
much  regretted  amongst  the  com- 
pounders and  hospital-staff  at  Pretoiia. 

Spinks. — At  Liverpool,  on  December  22,  Mr.  Louis  Leopoll 
Spinks,  chemist  and  druggist.    Aged  35. 


Business  Chances. 

Messrs.  HutteNBAOH  &  Co ,  East  India  merchants, 
4  Fenchurch  Avenue,  EC,  have  admitted  Mr.  W.  Ewald  as  a 
partner. 

Mr.  W.  B.  Dow  has  purchased  the  business  lately  carried 
on  at  524  Hornsey  Road,  N.,  by  Mr.  E.  Chubb,  chemist  and 
druggist. 

Mr.  Chas.  J.  Taylor,  pharmaceutical  chemist,  Folkestone, 
has  opened  a  pharmacy  at  Cheriton  Street,  Cheriton,  near 
Folkestone. 

Mr.  Sydney  Wild,  pharmaceutical  chemist,  has  purchased 
the  business  at  76  Mill  Street,  Macclesfield,  lately  carii;d  on 
by  Mr.  F.  Hill. 

Messrs.  Paines  &  Reid,  colonial  brokers,  of  32  Fen- 
church Street,  have  admitted  Mr.  Cornelius  Charles  Paine 
into  partnership. 

Mi!.  J.  B.  Frith,  chemist  and  druggist,  has  bought  the 
business  lately  carried  on  by  Mr.  C.  G.  Bonner  at  53  High 
Street,  Rochester. 

The  Timothy  White  Company  are  opening  a  branch 
pharmacy  at  Dover  Road,  Dover.  This  is  the  second  business 
they  have  opened  in  Dover. 

Mr.  P.  Liston,  pharmaceutical  chemist,  has  purchased 
the  business  lately  carried  on  by  Mr.  J.  Hughes  at 
108  George  Street,  Limerick 

Messrs.  Hopwood  &  Co ,  wholesale  druggists,  have 
removed  from  20  Jewry  Street,  E  C  ,  to  more  extensive 
premises  at  9  and  10  Jewry  Street,  and  Carlisle  Avenue,  E  C. 

Mr  G.  W.  Darling,  chemist  and  druggist,  has  purchased 
the  business  of  J.  Baily  &  Co.  at  5  PoDd  Street,  Ilampstead, 
from  the  late  proprietor,  Mr.  G.  Brown,  pharmaceutical 
chemist. 

Messrs.  C.  Brumleu  &  Co.,  7  Mincing  Lane,  E.C.,  inti- 
mate that  Mr.  Ernest  Brumleu  has  retired,  and  that  the 
business  will  in  future  be  conducted  in  the  name  of  Mr. 
William  Charles  Brumleu,  at  the  above  address. 
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Mr.  Andreav  Hendebson,  chemist  and  druggist,  Blackpool, 
has  commenced  business  in  Chester.  His  pharmacy  was 
fitted  by  Messrs.  Ayrton  &  Saunders. 

Mr.  J.  Kaye,  proprietor  of  Kaye's  Worsdell  Vegetable 
Pills,  has  removed  to  12  to  16  White  Lion  Strast,  Norwich, 
and  the  business  will  be  carried  on  in  future  under  the  name 
of  John  Rout. 

Mr.  W.  Gilman,  of  Accrington,  has  purchased  the 
business  recently  carried  on  at  9  Hermitage  Street,  Rishton, 
near  Blackburn,  by  Mr.  R  Park:r,  who  has  had  to  retire 
from  business  owing  to  ill-heath. 

Mr.  A.  Frver,  chemist,  has  disposed  of  his  business  at 
Pier  Terrace,  Lowestoft,  to  Mr.  T.  P.  Jary,  of  London  Road, 
Lowestoft,  who  will  carry  it  on  as  a  branch  under  the  old 
sfyle  of  Fryer  &  Co. 

Mr.  Charles  Flint,  pharmaceutical  chemist,  has  dis- 
pose! of  his  business  at  St.  Sidwells  Street,  Exeter,  to 
Mr.  Weston  Aplic,  of  High  Street,  Exeter,  who  will  carry  it 
on  as  a  branch.  Mr.  Flint  has  obtained  an  appointment  as 
manager  of  a  branch  for  Mr.  S.  J.  Coley,  Stroud,  Gloucester- 
shire. 


tTrafce  IRotea. 


"  List  A"  is  the  title  of  a  new  price-list  of  the  "  Hebe  " 
medicinal  capsules,  manufactured  under  licence  by  Pale- 
Uiorpe's  special  process  by  Messrs.  Robert  Feiber  &  Co.,- 
195  Southwark  Bridge  Road,  S.E.  It  gives  prices  in  shillings 
and  francs.  The  list  can  be  obtained  on  application  to  the 
firm. 

Messrs.  Jeancard,  Gazan  &  Doumin,  essential-oil  dis- 
tillers, &c„  13  St.  Mary  Axe,  E.C.,  and  Mr.  Astor  Boisselier, 
drug-merchant,  16  Fenchurch  Avenue,  E  C,  have  amalga- 
mated their  businesses,  and  in  future  the  combined  business 
will  be  conducted  at  13  St  Mary  Axe,  Mr.  Boisselier  being 
director  of  the  drug-department.  They  will  trade  as 
"  Jeancard,  Gazan  &  Doumin,"  and  they  take  over  the  repre- 
sentation of  the  Pharmacie  Centrale  de  France,  hitherto 
held  by  Mr.  Boisselier. 

Messrs.  C.  J.  Hewlett  &  Son,  wholesale  and  export 
druggists,  Charlotte  Street,  EC,  have  issued  this  month 
their  quarterly  Prices  Current  in  a  new  form,  the  cover 
bearing  the  name  of  the  firm  in  embossed  white  letters  on 
ground  resembling  Wedgwood  porcelain.  This  is,  as  far  as 
we  are  aware,  the  first  occasion  on  which  this  style  has 
been  adopted  for  a  wholesale  druggists'  price-list,  and  the 
appearance  is  quite  handsome.  Apart  from  drugs,  chemicals, 
and  galenical  preparations,  the  list  includes  sundries  and 
surgical  appliances,  pearl-coated  pills,  concentrated  mixtures, 
gelatin  capsules,  and  the  firm's  well-known  specialities. 

Art  in  Price-lists.— The  portfolio  and  monthly  price- 
list  of  Messrs.  W.  J.  Bush  &  Co.  (Limited),  Ash  Grove, 
Hackney,  E.,  is  certain  of  a  welcome  reception  from 
chemists  if  only  for  its  artistic  get-up  and  attractiveness. 
Its  practical  value  as  an  indicator  of  price-fluctuations  in 
essences,  essential  oils,  and  the  other  well-known  products 
of  this  firm  is,  however,  not  likely  to  be  despised  by  even  the 
most  Bathetic  pharmacist.  The  outside  cover  of  the  list  is 
pi inted  in  nine  colours,  and  the  portfolio,  besides  the  usual 
blotting-pad,  ccntains  a  useful  series  of  perforated  order- 
sheets.  This  year  Messrs.  Bush  celebrate  the  jubilee  of  their 
existence. 

Elliman's  "  First  Aid."— We  have  received  from  Messrs. 
Eilirnan,  Sons  &  Co.,  of  Slough,  a  copy  of  a  French  trans- 
lation of  their  well-known  "First  Aid  in  Accidents  and 
Ailments  to  Horses,  Dogs,  Birds,  and  Cattle,"  which  they 
have  just  published  under  the  title  "Premiers  Secours  aux 
animaux  malades  et  bless e?."  It  is  identical  in  illustration 
and  get-up  with  the  English  edition,  except  that  the  letter- 
ing on  the  boards  of  the  translation  is  done  in  silver,  and  the 
book  in  this  case  extends  to  188  pages.  The  translation  is 
well  done.  It  is  interesting  to  learn  that  no  fewer  than 
70,000  copies  of  the  EDglish  "  First  Aid  "  have  been  sold  or 
presented  to  users  of  the  "  Royal  "  embrocation.  This  is  not 
'  surprising  when  one  knows  that  "  First  Aid  "  is  a  thoroughly 
sound  veterinary  adviser,  well  written,  beautifully  illustrated, 
and  up-to-date.    It  is  sold  at  1* ,  the  French  edition  being 


2f.,  but  users  of  the  embrocation,  by  sending  the  coupon 
enclosed  in  the  package,  get  a  copy  free. 

Aristos  Bubnishebs. — The  Aristos  Engineering  Com- 
pany (Limited),  Stead  Street,  Halifax,  have  a  special 
department  devoted  to  the  manufacture  of  photographic 
burnishers.    A  burnisher  of  their  make  figured  here,  called 


the  "  Aristos,"  is  a  typical  machine.  The  rollers  are  nickel- 
plated,  the  top  one  being  milled  so  as  to  grip  the  card. 
Two  or  three  minutes  only  are  required  to  heat  the  roller 
before  use,  the  heating  being  effected  either  by  gas  or 
spirit.  A  good  feature  is  a  new  method  of  adjusting  the 
rollers,  which  are  set  "  dead  "  parallel  to  each  other,  so  that 
by  a  turn  of  one  wheel  any  required  distance  apart  can  be 
obtained.  The  machine  has  been  designed  with  a  view  of 
doing  away  with  complicated  mechanism,  and  as  all  parts 
are  interchangeable  duplicates  are  to  be  had  with  a 
minimum  of  trouble. 


fl>bannaceutical  fauna. 


A  Turtle  of  Two  Cities. 

This  amphibion  (Cliffordus  Prolyni,  Y.D.)  may  generally 
be  found  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  fountains  which  guard 
the  entrance  to  the  Strand  and  the  approach  to  Westminster. 
It  is  familiar  with  all  the  ways  of  the  great  City  whose 
traditions  were  old  when  the  Caisars  reigned,  and  is  well- 
beloved  of  the  fathers  thereof,  by  whom  it  was  elevated  to 
the  shrievalty.  It  filled  the  place  with  such  dignity  and 
acceptance  that,  when  the  ancient  City  of  Westminster  was 
restored,  the  new-made  fathers  sought  to  emulate  the  turtle- 
delights  of  the  Great  City,  and  appointed  Cliffordus  Probyni, 
V.D  ,  to  a  high  place  therein.  Habitat  as  aforesaid  ;  food, 
carntbyn,  seltzer,  and  other  nourishing  and  sparkling 
thiDgs. 
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©bservatkma  ano  Inflections. 

By  Xeayser. 

The  Army  Compounder  ought  to  be  a  prominent  figure 
'in  our  discussions  before  long,  and  the  articles  in  last 
€.  D.  are  useful  contributions  to  our  acquaintance  with 
him.  Mr.  Gibson  points  out  very  forcibly  that  the  present  is 
"  a  golden  opportunity  "  for  impressing  upon  the  authorities 
the  importance  of  establishing  a  staff  of  properly  qualified 
military  pharmacists.  So  it  is  ;  but  it  does  not  appear  from 
Mr.  Gibson's  article  that  he  is  aware  of  the  fact  that  his 
views  have  been  anticipated,  and  that  a  special  committee 
of  the  Pharmaceutical  Council  has  been  appointed  to  obtain 
evidence  and  to  lay  before  the  War  Office  such  facts  and 
arguments  as  may  convince  them  of  the  desirability  of 
properly  recognising  the  services  which  qualified  pharma- 
cists may  render  to  the  Army. 

*  *  *  * 

The  Transvaal  Chemist  who  contributes  some  notes 
from  his  experiences  could,  I  should  think,  give  much 
valuable  information  to  this  committee.  One  of  the  most 
effective  lines  to  take  is  hinted  at  by  him.  A  really  com- 
petent man  controlling  the  medical  stores  of  each  regiment 
•could  save  a  lot  of  money  to  the  nation.  The  present 
.-system  is  about  the  most  wasteful  that  could  be  adopted. 
The  regimental  doctor  as  a  rule  accepts  just  what  is  sent 
him.  A  sergeant  looks  after  the  stock,  and  a  few  doctors, 
who  take  a  little  more  interest  in  their  work  than  in  their 
swords  and  tassels,  may  occasionally  requisition  some 
special  preparation.  But  no  doubt  a  number  of  preparations, 
which  might  just  as  easily  be  made  as  bought,  are  paid  for 
■at  ridiculous  prices.  Two  or  three  instances  of  this  extrava- 
gance resulting  from  incompetence  are  mentioned  in  the 
article  I  refer  to.  It  would  not  need  many  economies  in 
•this  direction  to  pay  for  the  additional  cost  of  a  properly 
organised  pharmaceutical  service.  By  the  way,  was  Mr. 
Savory  appointed  on  the  Council's  committee  1  If  not,  why 
mot  ? 

*  *  *  * 

The  "  Daily  News  "  has  published  an  interesting  history 
of  the  nineteenth  century,  which  is  worth  a  good  deal  more 
■than  the  penny  charged  for  it.  Bat  it  is  curiously  unequal. 
The  squabbles  of  politicians,  the  growth  of  the  Ltaily  News, 
■the  antics  of  play-actors,  are  treated  as  among  the  mighty 
■events  of  the  century ;  while  the  birth  and  progress  of  the 
sciences,  which  were  the  real  glory  of  the  era,  are  dismissed 
as  briskly  and  cursorily  as  an  auctioneer  would  run  through 
a  catalogue  of  a  bankrupt's  effects.  The  history  of  the 
•century's  chemistry,  for  instance,  is  told  in  one-sixth  of  one 
of  the  eighty-four  columns  of  the  publication — say,  one 
■five-hundredth  of  the  whole  record.  Dalton,  we  are  told, 
"  showed  that  bodies — for  example,  gold,  silver,  oxygen, 
hydrogen— consisted  of  atoms  or  molecules  having  different 
weights,  and  combining  with  other  atoms  in  certain  propor- 
tions." Could  the  atomic  theory  be  less  lucidly  expounded  1 
The  remainder  of  the  story  is  a  reference  to  Mendeleeff's 
arrangement  of  the  elements,  an  allusion  to  new  explo- 
sives, and  to  the  extraction  of  dyes,  essences,  and  saccharin 
from  tar.  Then  the  writer's  mouth  waters,  for  he  winds  up 
with  the  hope  "  that  synthetical  chemistry  will  yet  prepare 
for  us  the  very  food  we  consume."  If  the  best  that  chemists 
can  do  for  us  in  the  next  hundred  years  will  be  to  provide 
synthetical  roast  beef  and  plum-pudding,  they  may  all  go 
and  hang  themselves  for  anything  I  care. 

*  *  *  * 

Mr.  Reid  suggests  that  a  case  ought  to  be  raised  under 
the  Pharmacy  Act  to  test  the  right  of  a  doctor  to  employ  a 


qualified  assistant  to  dispense  his  medicines.  Is  not  this 
hurrying  too  fast  ?  The  doctor's  unqualified  assistant  who 
"  sells  "  a  medicine  containing  a  poison,  except  under  the 
supervision  of  a  qualified  medical  man  or  pharmacist 
whether  he  sells  it  from  an  open  shop  or  from  a  private  sur- 
gery, is  liable  to  a  penalty,  and  there  are  plenty  of  such 
cases.  But  we  are  progressing  towards  the  object  Mr.  Reid 
has  in  view.  The  Glasgow  doctors  who  are  so  excited 
against  the  General  Medical  Council  are  forcing  the  pace. 
The  Lancet  of  last  week  discusses  their  arguments  very 
gently,  but  is  forced  to  a  conclusion  adverse  to  them.  It 
points  out  that  no  matter  how  faulty  druggists  may  be  the 
Medical  Council  cannot  support  the  claim  of  medical  prac- 
titioners that  they  may  cover  unqualified  assistants  in  open 
shops.  But  the  Lancet,  with  an  eye  on  the  G.P.  all  over  the 
country,  adds  cautiously,  "  Such  a  proceeding  is  quite  dif- 
ferent from  that  of  dispensing  the  private  prescriptions  of  a 
medical  man,  under  his  immediate  supervision,  in  his  private 
dispensary."  It  is ;  but  in  private  dispensaries  where  un- 
qualified assistants  are  employed,  does  the  Lancet  suppose 
that  the  qualified  principal  actually  does  supervise  the  dis- 
pensing of  1  per  cent,  of  his  prescriptions  1  Why  should  he 
keep  a  dog  and  bark  himself  ?  he  would  ask.  Once  recog- 
nising how  medical  dispensing  is  actually  performed,  and 
the  enormous  risks  of  the  existing  system,  the  public 
will  perceive  that  the  danger  of  the  unqualified  man  in  the 
open  shop  is  as  nothing  compared  with  that  of  the  house- 
keeper or  the  groom  handling  the  various  bottles  in  the 
closed  room. 

*  *  *  * 

Another  Irish  Drug  Knight.  It  is  too  bad.  Not  that 
Sir  Edward  Hodgson  is  not  worthy  of  the  honour.  He  is 
the  grand  old  man  of  the  Irish  drug-trade,  and  has  done  a 
lot  of  public  service.  If  he  had  brewed  a  million  gallons  of 
bser  he  could  not  have  better  deserved  his  title.  I  have 
spoken  to  him  more  than  once,  but  there  is  a  great  gulf 
between  us  now,  so  I  cannot  hope  ever  to  congratulate  him 
personally,  though  I  do  so  in  spirit,  with  hearty  good  wishes 
that  he  may  long  enjoy  his  honour.  But  is  the  predominant 
partner  always  to  be  trampled  upon  ?  There  are  20,000 
men  in  the  drug-trade,  wholesale  and  retail,  in  Great 
Britain,  and  never  a  knight  among  them.  There  are  only 
about  2,000  in  Ireland,  and  three  of  these  bear  titles. 
How  long  shall  this  injustice  to  the  down-trodden  Saxon  be 
prolonged  1 

*  *  *  # 

Mr.  Labouchere's  Classification  of  Examiners  is 
nonsense.  How  can  a  man  extract  from  a  candidate  what 
he  does  know  without  at  the  same  time  ascertaining  to  some 
extent  what  he  does  not  know  1  The  examiners  are  not  as  a 
class  at  fault.  There  are  irritable,  bumptious,  conceited  men 
among  them.  These  ought  never  to  be  appointed.  The 
temperament  of  an  examiner  should  be  as  important  a  con- 
sideration as  his  acquirements.  It  is  examinations,  not  the 
examiners,  that  are  all  wrong.  A  system  that  compels  oi>r 
most  hopeful  British  youths  to  spend  the  best  years  of  their 
lives  in  a  course  of  training  to  dodge  examiners  when  they 
ought  to  be  fitting  themselves  for  their  careers  is  a 
tremendous  waste  of  energy  and  time. 

*  *  *  * 

S.  Maw,  Son  &  Sons  is  a  novel  and  therefore  a  striking 
style  for  a  firm.  I  do  not  remember  to  have  seen  that  form 
of  description  adopted  before,  and  it  is  gratifying  that  our 
premier  sundries  house  can  be  so  unconventional  after  a 
century's  experience.  There  is  a  good  opening  for  novelties 
in  styles  of  partnerships.  What  better  perpetual  advertise- 
ment could  Mr.  Smith  give  himself  than  to  announce  his 
firm  as  "  Smith  &  Wife,"  or  "  Smith  &  Daughters  "  1  That  will 
come  this  century.  "  The  Widow  Smith,"  and  "  Smith's  Sons," 
frequent  styles  in  France,  are  almost,  if  not  quite,  unknown 
here.  But  they  would  be  effective,  at  least  for  the  early  ones 
who  should  adopt  them.  We  want  a  little  more  invention  in 
our  commercial  life. 
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DISINFECTANTS. 

Che  "Sanitas"  Co., 

are  the  exclusive  Manufacturers  of  the 
well-known  Non-poisonous 

"  SANITAS  "  PREPARATIONS, 

and  their  other  Manufactures  include 
"SOLDIS,"   "OKOL,"  "CREOCIDE,"  "  FORMITAS," 
"KINGZETT'S  PATENT  SULPHUR  FUMIGATING  CANDLES," 
"SULPHUCATORS,"  "FORMIC  SULPHUCATORS,"  "FORMIC 
AIR    PURIFIERS,"    "FORMIC    FUMICATORS,"  KINGZETT'S 
PATENT  DRAIN  TESTERS,    SHEEP  DIPS,   WEED  KILLER, 

AND  A  NUMBER  OF 

INHALERS,  DISINFECTORS,  FUMICATORS,  BRONCHITIS 
KETTLES,  and  other  Sanitary  &  Disinfecting  Appliances. 

Full  Catalogue  and  "flow  to  Disinfect "  Book  Kill  be  sent  free  on 
application  to — 

THE  "SIKITAS"  CO.,  Ltd.,  Bettmal  Green,  LONDON,  E. 


PARROT  SEED 
MIXTURE. 

Trade  Terms  of 

SPRATT'S  PATENT,  LI£- 

24  &  25  Fenchurch  Street,  LONDON,  E.C. 


Gr.  S.  MUMFORD 

PiPPIMRnON    ROAD.    LONDON.  E.C. 

No.  1  Finest  Pure 
CRUSHED  LINSEED 

An  /  * 

jLJLi  cwt. 
21 /eft. 

Finest  Pure 
STARCH  POWDER 

19/  cwt 

No.  2  Pure 
CRUSHED  LINSEED 

No.  1  Finest  Light  Pure 
PRECIPITATED  CHALK 

25  /eft. 

Best  Cleaned 
LINSEED  (TEA! 

22/ of, 

No  2  Pure 
PRECIPITATED  CHALK 

21  /.ft. 

No.  1  Finest  Pure 
FULLER'S  EARTH 
(Light  Colour) 

15/ eft. 

Finest  Levigated 
"WHITE  EARTH" 
(Toilet  purposes). 

18/ cwt. 

Finest 
TART  ACID 

Ltvwst  Cur. 
Prices 

Finest  Pure 
TOIL'T  OATMEAJ.,  SPECIAL 

32/ ct, 

Finest  Pure 
LIQUORICE  JUICE 

710?: 

Finest 
ARROWROOT 

>i<  CARRIAGE  PAID  to  Railway  Stations  within  200  miles  of  London  I 
(or  allowance  made  for  distances  beyond)  on  a  total  weight  of  112  lbs.  I 
and  upwards  of  above  articles.  Smaller  parcel,  delivered  free  on  rail! 
London  at  above  prices.   :  


PUREST  IN  ENGLAND. 


BOURNE 
TABLE 


SODA,  SELTZER, 
UTHIA,  POTASH,  LEMONADE, 
GINGER  ALE,  &e. 


Supplied  in  Six  Dozen 
Oases, 
Carriage  Paid,  by 

R.  M.  MILLS  &  CO., 

BOURNE, 

LINCOLNSHIRE. 


Analysis,  &c,  on 
Application. 


WATERS 


West  End  Agents,  WHEATLEY  &  SONS,  24  South  Audley  Street,  W. 
And  of  all  Chemists,  Wine  Merchants,  Hotels,  &c 


MILNE'S  BATTIST 

A  WATERPROOF  TISSUE  in  place  of 

OILED  SILK,  GUTTA  PERCHA,  OR  JACONET. 

GREASE-   AND  SPIRIT-PROOF. 

NON-ADHESIVE  AND  PERMANENT 

Can  b3  boiled  for  two  hours  without  irjjury. 

"Withstands     all  Antiseptics. 

One-yard  Boxes  or  Fifty-yard  Rolls. 

JOHN  MILNE, 

The  Galen  Manfg.  Co,  Ltd.,  LONDON,  S.E. 


WILCOX,  JOZEAU  &  CO. 

4  9  Haymarket,  LONDON,  S.W. 

WHOLESALE  IMPORTERS 
5F    PH&QMAREUTC4L  SOCIALITIES. 


FRENCH*CERMAN , 

PROPRIETARY  MEDICINES 


ORDERS   PROMPTLY  EXECUTED. 


LOWEST  PRICES. 


Can  be  obtained  from  all  Chemists, 
Grocers,  &c„  in  2-oz.  Tins,  7d., 
and  In  4-oz.  tins  la. 


Can  be 
obtained  from  all 
Ohemfsts,  Grocers,  &c,  in  2-oz.  Tins, 
7d.,  and  In  4-oz.  tins,  Is. 
SOLD  WHOLESALE  BY 

GEO  NELSON,  DALE  &  CO.,  Ld. 

14  DOWGATE  HILL,  LONDON,  E.C. 

13th    EDITION,    RE  VISED,    10s.  6d. 

HOBLYN'S 

DICTIONARY  OF  MEDICAL  TERMS. 

"  As  a  handy  reference  volume  it  will  prove  invaluable."— 

[1]  Pharmaceutical  Journal. 

WHITTAKER  &  CO.,  Paternoster  Square,  LONDON,  E.C. 


The  Pharmacy  BUI. 

This  week  we  are  able  to  report  progress  with  the  Phar- 
maceutical Council's  draft  Pharmacy  B  11,  for,  apart  from 
several  discussions  in  the  provinces  which  are  dealt  within 
another  section  of  this  issue,  the  Council  has  come  to  an 
important  decision  in  regard  to  the  compounding  or  dis- 
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pensing  of  me'ical  prescriptions.  It  will  be  remembered 
that  the  Bill  does  riot  touch  the  matter,  and  there  have 
been  many  objections  to  this  exclusion.  We  were  inclined 
to  think  that  the  Council  had  simply  overlooked  the  matter, 
but  whether  it  is  so  or  not,  in  our  issue  of  December  22  it 
was  suggested  that  "  the  Council  may  probably  modify  the 
first  and  third  clauses  by  introducing  the  words  '  and 
medical  pres criptiocs  '  after  '  poisons,'  as  this  is  the  one  thing 
whose  omission  is  generally  regretted."  This  is  what 
the  Council  did  on  Wednesday,  and  Clause  1  now  reads  as 
follows,  the  italicised  words  in  brackets  being  additions : — 

1.  Any  person  keeping  open  shop  or  shops  for  the  retailing, 
dispensing,  or  compounding  of  poisons  shall  provide  that  each 
and  every  shop  wherein  he  carries  on  the  retailing,  dispensing,  or 
compounding  of  poisons  [and  medical  prescriptions]  shall  be 
bond  fide  under  the  actual  personal  control  of  a  "registered 
person  "  ;  and  the  address  of  each  such  shop,  together  with  the  full 
name  of  the  "  registered  person  "  having  control  thereof,  shall  be 
forthwith  notified  to  the  Registrar  by  the  keeper  of  the  open 
shop  ;  and  no  person  keeping  open  shop  for  the  retailing,  dispens- 
ing, or  compounding  of  poisons  [or  medical  prescriptions],  shall 
permit  in  any  shop  under  his  proprietorship  any  poison  to  be 
retailed,  dispensed,  or  compounded  [or  medical  prescriptions 
to  be  compounded^,  except  by  or  under  the  actual  control  of  a 
"registered  person."  Any  perBon  contravening  the  provisions  of 
this  Section  shall  for  every  such  offence  be  liable  to  pay  a  penalty 
or  sum  of  51.,  without  prejudice  to  any  penalty  incurred  under 
the  Pharmacy  Act,  1868,  by  the  person  performing  the  unlawful 
act  or  acts. 

Clause  3,  which  applies  to  corporate  bodies  the  provisions 
of  Clause  1,  is  similarly  altered.  Mr.  Walter  Hills,  when 
President  of  the  Society,  interviewed  the  Lord  Chancellor 
on  the  company  question,  and  his  Lordship  specially 
emphasised  the  need  for  the  compounding  and  dispensing 
of  medicines  being  entrusted  solely  to  qualified  men ;  and 
there  is  no  doubt  at  all  that,  as  a  matter  of  policy  (apart 
from  the  justice  of  the  procedure),  the  new  provision  will 
appeal  to  members  of  Parliament.  So  far,  then,  the  Council 
has  acceded  to  one  request  of  the  critics  ;  but  it  will  go  no 
farther.  We  are  not  surprised.  The  points  which  have 
been  advanced  for  inclusion  are  (1)  qualification  of  the 
general  manager,  and  (2)  publication  of  shop-manager's 
name  in  or  on  the  shop  and  on  labels.  These  are  really 
dealt  with  in  the  draft  in  other  styles,  because,  we  believe, 
the  draftsmen  had  more  facts  and  information  before  them. 
For  example,  in  regard  to  the  qualification  of  the  general 
manager,  it  must  not  be  forgotten  that  the  new  Companies 
Act  specially  provides  against  the  creation  of  bogus  direc- 
torates, and  any  general  manager,  secretary,  or  other  person 
having  a  controlling  interest  in  the  company  wou'd  bring 
himself  within  the  definition  of  "director  "as  soon  as  he 
started  such  tricks  as  Mr  Reid  and  Mr.  Waddington  refer  to. 
It  is  contended,  further,  that  the  managing  director 
should  at  all  costs  be  a  registered  chemist  and  drug- 
gist. In  practicj  we  fancy  it  will  work  out  so,  as 
a  matter  of  business ;  but  the  fact  should  not 
be  overlooked  that  the  first  object  of  the  Bill 
is  to  extend  to  corporate  bodies  the  requirement  of  the 
qualification  of  the  principal.  By  law  the  directorate  is  the 
principal  of  such  bodies,  and  it  is  surely  the  soundest  policy 
to  invite  Parliament  to  extend  to  corporate  bodies  the  pro- 
vision which  it  has  made  in  the  Pharmacy  Act  as  regards 
individuals.  The  general  manager's  actions  are  sufficiently 
circumscribed  by  the  new  Companies  Act  and  the  directors' 
powers.  As  to  the  second  point — viz.,  publication  of  shop- 
managers'  names — we  may  recall  the  fact  that  Section  17  of 
the  Pharmacy  Act  lays  down  the  principle  that  the  person 
on  whose  behalf  a  sale  is  made  is  the  seller  in  regard  to 
labelling  ;  further,  that  the  draft  Bill  proposes  that  each  shop 
kept  open  for  the  sale  of  poisons  and  compounding  medical 
prescriptions  is  to  be  under  the  supervision  of  a  registered 
chemist  and  druggist— in  other  words  one  man  one  shop— and 


the  Registrar  is  to  have  power  to  ascertain  who  has  charge- 
of  each  shop,  while  any  person  may  at  any  time  ascertain 
from  him  who  the  person  in  charge  is.  There  are  adminis- 
trative advantages  in  these  provisions  which  the  publication 
of  a  name  would  not  give  ;  moreover,  the  latter  suggestion 
is  not  at  all  likely  to  be  grant-:  I  in  respect  to 
corporate  bodies  only — it  would  be  made  a  general 
principle  applicable  to  all  open  shops,  whether  be- 
longing to  individuals  or  to  corporate  bodies.  One 
other  point  has  been  discussed  at  Bradford — viz.,  that 
there  is  no  need  to  legislate  regarding  titles  until  the  Phar- 
maceutical Society  has  obtained  a  decision  as  to  the  legality 
of  the  use  of  Pharmacy  Act  titles  by  corporate  bodies.  This 
is  based  on  the  assumption  that  the  House  of  Lords' 
decision  in  the  London  and  Provincial  Supply  Association 
case  applies  only  to  the  sale  of  poisons.  The  action  certainly 
was  taken  on  that  point,  and  not  in  respect  to  the  use  of 
titles,  but  the  decision  was  given  on  the  ground  that  the 
Act,  saving  Section  17,  does  not  apply  to  corporate  bodies. 
That  is  the  injustice  of  the  whole  thing,  and  the  reason  why 
such  eminent  legal  authorities  as  the  late  Lord  Herschell 
and  the  present  Lord  Chancellor  moved  according  to  then- 
lights  to  place  them  on  a  level  with  individuals.  The 
Council  is  following  them,  but  doing  better,  because  they, 
know  all  the  conditions  of  the  business. 


Assumed  Trade=names. 

The  British  Dental  Association  has  tried  to  get  a 
magistrate  to  declare  that  a  duly  qualified  dentist  who  carried 
on  business  under  another  name  was  infringing  the  Dentists 
Act.  Mr.  W.  B.  Trick — who,  by  the  way,  is  a  chemist  and 
druggist — has  a  dentist's  office  in  Oxford  Street,  and  uses  the 
name  of  Scott-Russell  as  his  trading-name.  Scott-Russell, 
not  being  on  the  dentists'  register,  the  Association  sent 
someone  to  his  office  to  get  evidence.  He  was  introduced  to 
Mr.  W.  H.  Trick,  who  manages  the  business,  and  who  is  also 
a  qualified  dentist,  but  up  to  the  time  of  the  action  had  not- 
taken  the  trouble  to  register.  This  gentleman  appears  to 
have  assume!  the  part  of  Scott -Russell  himself  until  he 
ascertained  the  nature  of  his  visitor's  business.  Then  he 
explained  that  the  other  Mr.  Trick  was  the  real  Scott- Russell,- 
but  the  Association  insisted  on  prosecuting  the  manager  (as 
Scott-Russell),  apparently  because  they  did  not  find  his  name 
on  the  register  ;  and  when  the  case  came  before  the  Magis- 
trate the  ownership  of  the  business  complicated  it  somewhat,, 
and  when  that  was  got  lid  of  the  question  resolved  itself 
into  whether  it  is  illegal  for  a  dentist  to  use  a  name  not 
his  own  for  trading-purposes.' 

The  solicitor  for  the  prosecution  maintained  that  a  man 
must  trade  under  the  name  by  which  he  is  registered,  but 
Mr.  F.  W.  Beck,  for  the  defence,  cleverly  put  forward  the 
vested-interests  argument,  which  so  often  upsets  things 
legal  and  legislative.  He  instanced  the  practice  of  solicitors 
who  continue  legal  businesses  under  old-established  names, 
and  ventured  into  the  pharmaceutical  field  to  show  the  Court- 
that  Mr.  Michael  Carteighe,  a  pharmaceutical  chemist  and 
past  President  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society,  trades  as 
"  Dinneford  &  Co ,"  while  his  successor  in  the  presidential 
chair,  Mr.  Walter  Hills,  trades  as  "  John  Bell  &  Co."  Mr. 
Beck's  argument  appeared  to  impress  the  Magistrate,  and  he 
took  time  to  consider  his  decision.  As  frequently  happens 
in  such  interesting  cases,  the  Magistrate  found  sufficient  for 
his  purpose  in  the  facts  without  referring  to  the  legal 
problem  submitted  to  him,  and  he  advised  the  summons 
against  Scott-Russell  to  be  withdrawn,  and  one  to  be  taken 
out  against  Mr.  W.  H.  Trick,  because  Mr.  W.  B.  Trick,  who- 
owns  the  business,  is  a  registered  man.    In  the  meantime. 
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Mr.  W.  H.  Trick  had  taken  steps  to  be  registered,  so  that  the 
case  has  at  least  established  one  point — viz.,  that  it  is  unwise 
for  people  who  qualify  as  dentists  not  to  go  a  step  farther  and 
pay  the  51.  fee  for  registration.  A  large  number  of  medical 
practitioners  also  do  not  register  when  they  qualify,  and  the 
General  Medical  Council  has  never  taken  steps  to  compel 
them,  apparently  because  the  Council  doubts  its  powers.  We 
may  recall  the  official  examination  and  registration  statistics 
on  the  medical  side  for  1899,  when  a  total  of  1  351  new  names 
was  added  to  the  medical  register,  but  the  numbers  of  persons 
■who  passed  the  Final  examinations  for  qualifications  in  that 
year  were  as  follows: — ■ 

England     Scotland  Ireland 

Diplomas...    813  221  78 

Degrees    ...       ...       ...       256  317  179 


Totals  .. 


Registered 


1.069 
708 


541 
487 


257 
156 


Although  the  chief  interest  of  chemists  in  the  Scott- 
Russell  case  is  in  regard  to  trade-names,  the  registration 
anomaly  must  also  strike  them,  as  in  pharmacy  registration 
naturally  follows  qualification,  and  they  will  watch  the 
developments  as  regards  dentists  and  doctors.  It  is  clear 
that  so  long  as  a  qualified  man  in  either  department  prac- 
tises without  registration  he  is  liable  to  be  summoned,  and 
if  that  were  better  appreciated  the  General  Medical  Council 
■would  have  a  larger  income.  As  to  registered  persons 
trading  under  assumed  names,  it  will  be  noted  that  the 
Magistrate  did  not  for  a  moment  intimate  that  the  assump- 
tion of  a  name  could  be  construed  into  an  offence.  The 
position  of  the  defendant  would  have  been  even  stronger  if 
he  had  merely  used  a  name  which  in  the  regular  course  of 
business  he  had  acquired  ;  but  the  case  is  an  illustration  of 
the  desirability,  from  a  professional  point  of  view,  of  an  Act 
providing  for  the  registration  of  firms,  and  it  also  gives 
strength  to  the  suggestion  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Council 
that  the  Registrar  under  the  Pharmacy  Acts  should  have 
power  to  demand  the  name  of  the  owner  of  any  shop  kept 
open  for  the  sale  of  poisons,  or  which  is  carried  on  as  the 
business  of  a  person  registered  under  the  Acts.  If  that 
provision  is  obtained,  it  will  practically  create  registration  of 
firms  so  far  as  pharmacy  is  concerned. 


Salicylic  Acid. 

The  break-up  of  the  German  salicylic-acid  convention,  with 
a  consequent  reduction  of  30  per  cent,  in  the  prices  of 
salicylates,  is  an  event  of  more  than  ordinary  importance  to 
the  drug  and  chemical  trades,  for  it  brought  to  a  close  an 
agreement  between  the  principal  makers  which  had  been  in 
active  operation  since  1888,  when  the  Kolbe  patent  expired. 
At  that  time  the  manufacture  of  salicylic  acid  and  salicy- 
lates was  commenced  by  several  firms  in  Germany,  with  the 
result  that  after  a  brief  period  of  keen  competition  a  combi- 
nation was  formed.  As  time  went  on  other  makers  sprang 
up,  and  in  order  to  keep  the  price  from  being  lowered  to  a 
killing  rate  they  were  gradually  admitted  into  the  ring  or 
rendered  comparatively  harmless  by  subventions.  In  1895 
matters  were  in  a  parlous  state,  and  the  convention  was 
considerably  weakened  by  the  advent  of  small  makers  who 
entered  the  field  as  consumption  increased.  The  result  was 
that  most  of  the  members  of  the  convention  withdrew,  leav- 
ing four  or  five  of  the  largest  makers  to  form  a  convention, 
or  "  inner  ring,"  among  themselves.  From  that  time  onwards 
these  firms  seem,  to  have  worked  in  harmony,  renewing 
their  agreement  from  year  to  year,  a  longer  period  being  out 
of  the  question  as  they  were  never  sure  what  proportions 
the  "  outside  "  competition  would  assume.    Last  November 


however,  it  was  rumoured  that  the  convention  would  not  be 
renewed,  and  this  afterwards  proved  to  be  correct.  The 
disturbing  factor  in  the  case  was  the  withdrawal  of  one 
member  (A)  of  the  syndicate,  who  took  exception  to  the 
fact  that  another  member  (B)  had  purchased  a  factory 
in  New  Jersey,  U.S.A.,  where  he  intended  to  manufacture 
salicylates  and  other  fine  chemicals  which  had  hitherto  been 
imported  from  Germany.  As  member  A  had  built  up  a 
good  connection  in  the  United  States,  he  showed  his  resent- 
ment of  B's  enterprise  by  withdrawing  from  the  syndicate. 
He,  however,  intends  to  equalise  matters  a  little  by  also 
starting  a  factory  in  the  United  States.  Left  to  themselves 
the  remaining  four  makers  have  again  come  to  a  tacit 
agreement,  and  after  some  confusion  and  delay  they  have 
recently  issued  a  scale  of  reduced  net  prices  which  is  quoted 
in  our  Trade  Report.  These  prices,  however,  are  more  or  less 
elastic,  as  it  is  stated  by  the  agents  that  where  competition 
makes  it  necessary  makers  are  at  liberty  to  meet  the 
demands  of  the  case — in  other  words,  orders  slightly  under 
the  quoted  figures  would  ba  submitted  to  the  principals. 
The  "falling  clause"  also  remains  in  operation  on  any 
undelivered  portion  of  a  contract  to  protect  buyers  against 
any  fall  in  prices.  It  is  interesting  to  note  that  the  present 
prices  are  the  lowest  on  record  since  the  introduction  of 
salicylic  acid  and  salicylates  some  five-and-twenty  years  ago. 
It  would  be  unwise  to  predict  a  further  reduction,  for  at 
present  manufacturers  have  little  or  no  profit ;  but  manu- 
facturers are  men,  and  when  tempers  rise  (as  is  the  present 
condition)  it  frequently  happens  that  prices  fall.  Nevertheless, 
from  the  consumer's  point  of  view,  it  seems  now  to  be  a 
favourable  time  to  lay  in  stock,  as  rumour  hath  it  that 
friendly  counsels  are  interposing  between  the  two  contesting 
parties  with  a  view  to  an  agreement  being  arrived  at.  Some 
confirmation  is  given  to  this  by  the  fact  that  all  agents  are 
not  very  eager  sellers,  while  most  large  consumers  have  been 
careful  to  buy  well  recently. 


Spirit=regu!ations. 

In  The  Chemist  and  Druggist  of  October  6  last  we 
briefly  indicated  some  slight  changes  which  the  British 

Excise  Department  had  made  in  the  regula- 
Drawback.    tions  for  the  exportation  of  medicinal  spirits, 

tinctures,  perfumes,  and  other  alcoholic 
liquids  upon  which  drawback  is  allowed.  The  changes 
referred  to  were  more  executive  than  general,  but  we  under- 
stand that  further  alterations  have  been  made  upon  the 
conditions  specified  in  the  General  Order  of  September  27, 
1899,  which,  it  will  be  remembered,  was  an  entire  revision 
of  the  previous  regulations,  consequent  upon  the  negotia- 
tions of  the  Chemical  Section  of  the  London  Chamber  of 
Commerce  with  the  Excise  authorities.  In  the  revised 
edition  of  the  Regulations  regarding  the  exportation  of  and 
the  drawback  allowances  on  medicinal  spirits  and  tincture  s 
which  has  now  been  prepared  by  the  Board  of  Inland 
Revenue,  the  most  important  changes  are  that  tinctures,  &c  , 
may  in  future  be  packed  in  cases  containing  altogether 
not  less  than  a  gallon,  the  size  of  the  individual  bottles  in 
such  cases  being  immaterial  if  over  4oz.  The  cases  may  be 
presented  for  examination  already  packed  in  boxes  or 
cartons,  and  the  bottles  may  be  wrapped  in  paper.  The 
number  of  small  bottles  necessary  to  be  measured  is 
reduced,  as  well  as  the  proportion  of  fancy  boxes,  cartons, 
and  other  internal  packages  required  to  be  examined  by  the 
examining  officer.  Perfumed  spirits,  if  of  the  same  strength, 
may  henceforth  be  packed  in  the  same  internal  packages 
even  when  of  different  kinds,  so  that  in  future  manufac- 
turers will  be  able  to  send  samples  of  assorted  perfumes  in 
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one  package,  and  the  measurements  and  samples  necessary 
to  be  drawn  will  thus  be  very  considerably  reduced. 
Another  change  is  one  which  will  be  welcome  to  most 
exp6rters,  and  will  save  calculations,  as  well  as  discre- 
pancies often  involving  losses,  due  t3  forgetting  the  Excise 
method  of  setting  forth  the  alcoholic  strength  of  liquors. 
Instead  of  the  somewhat  cumbersome  and  rather  antiquated 
formula  of  ''over-proof"  and  "  under-  proof  "  strengths,  in 
future  all  alcoholic  strengths  are  to  be  shown  in  terms  of 
percentage  of  "proof"  spirit — a  much  simpler  and  more 
scientific  method,  and  one  less  liable  to  mistakes.  Other 
minor  changes  occur,  mostly  in  the  direction  of  the  simplifi- 
cation of  the  regulations  in  force,  and  if  still  not  perfect  the 
new  rules  are  evidence  of  the  desire  to  meet  the  require- 
ments of  trade.    While  on  this  subject  we  may  note  that 

the  Board  of  Inland  Kevenue  has  issued  an 
fpirit''3^6'*    or(^er  directing  that  all  retailers  of  methylated 

spirit,  and  other  persons  authorised  to  receive 
such  spirit  for  any  purpose  whatsoever,  must  keep  any  permit 
received  with  such  spirit,  and  deliver  it  to  the  officer  of 
Excise  who  next  visits  his  premises  officially.  Directions 
and  notices  to  this  effect  are  to  be  immediately  served  on 
every  retailer  and  user  of  methylated  spirit. 


CERTIFIED  OPTICIANS. 

The  Spectacle-makers'  Company  have  issued  a  booklet 
containing  a  classified  list  of  those  who  hold  the  company's 
diploma  of  efficiency  in  spectacle  -  fitting.  The  preface 
gives  a  concise  history  of  the  work  done  by  the  company  in 
examining  opticians.  The  directory  is  a  good  idea,  and 
ought  to  be  useful,  not  only  to  medical  men,  but  to  the 
public,  who  may  be  presumed  to  have  a  preference  for  a 
certificated  spectacle- fitter. 

MERCURIAL  OINTMENT. 

We  are  pleased  to  note  that  the  Folkestone  Town  Council 
have  taken  the  wise  course  in  regard  to  a  proposed  prosecu- 
tion for  the  sale  of  mild  mercurial  ointment,  by  withdrawing 
the  instructions  when  they  discovered  that  it  is  the  custom 
of  the  trade  to  supply  the  mild  ointment.  But  their 
recommendation  to  the  chemists  of  the  town  is  wrong,  so 
far  as  mercurial  ointment  is  concerned,  because  it  is  the 
mild  and  not  the  B.P.  article  that  the  public  are  in  the  habit 
of  using,  so  that  it  is  those  who  want  the  B.P.  article  who 
should  specify  it  when  purchasing.  To  label  articles  "not 
B.P."  is  equivalent  to  branding  them  with  disrepute  in  many 
instances. 

"GOLD,  FRANKINCENSE,  AND  MYRRH." 

In  accordance  with  ancient  custom,  the  Queen  last  Sunday, 
at  the  noon  service  in  the  Chapel  Royal,  St.  James's,  made 
an  offering  of  "gold,  frankincense,  and  myrrh."  The  Rev. 
Edgar  Sheppard,  D  D  ,  Sub-Dean,  who  officiated,  received 
the  offering  on  a  gold  salver  immediately  before  the  offertory 
was  taken  from  the  congregation.  Mr.  Edmond  Anson  and 
the  Hon.  Aubrey  Fitzclarence,  gentlemen  ushers  of  the 
Queen's  household,  who  sat  in  the  Royal  pew,  advanced  up 
the  aisle,  conducted  by  the  vergers,  and  kneeling  on  velvet 
stools  placed  in  front  of  the  altar-rail,  made  the  offering. 
This  was  carried  by  Mr.  Anson  in  a  small  scarlet-cloth  bag, 
and  was  understood  to  consist  of  thirty  new  sovereigns  and 
small  pack- ts  of  frankincense  and  myrrh.  Our  inquiries  in 
regard  to  the  latter  part  of  the  offering  rather  indicate  that 
the  frankincense  and  myrrh  have  ceased  to  hold  their  due 
share  in  the  traditional  offering,  which  is  now  solely  devoted 
to  the  poor. 

IMPRISONMENT  FOR  PHARMACY  ACT  INFRINGEMENT. 

The  Pharmacutical  Society  of  Great  Britain  has  obtained 
an  important  decision  at  the  Liverpool  County  Court  in 
regard  to  the  payment  of  flees  inflicted  for  infringement  of 
the  Pharmacy  Act.    An  unqualified  assistant  who  sold 


laudanum  must,  should  he  fail  to  pay  the  fine  within  four- 
teen days,  go  to  prison  for  three  months.  This  is  practically 
the  same  result  as  has  been  obtained  in  Scotland,  where  the 
Linlithgow  Sheriff  recently  made  imprisonment  the  alterna- 
tive of  a  fine.  That  case,  however,  is  to  be  carried  to  the 
Court  of  Session  on  appeal.  We  confess  that  we  do  not 
quite  like  the  way  in  which  the  alternative  of  imprisonment 
is  secured.  No  doubt  imprisonment  for  illegal  sale  of 
poisons  would  be  most  salutary,  and  we  entirely  sympathise 
with  the  Society  in  its  endeavours  to  put  down  such  illegali- 
ties, especially  as  expense  far  beyond  the  figures  in  the 
financial  statement  is  incurred,  and  some  escape  without 
punishment  owing  to  their  inability  to  pay.  But  the  fact 
can  scarcely  be  overlooked  that  the  Pharmacy  Act  does  not 
make  imprisonment  an  alternative  to  a  fine,  and  it  is  because 
the  fine  has  to  be  sued  for  as  a  debt  that  imprisonment  be- 
comes possible,  so  that  this  punishm  ent  is  only  secured  on 
technical  grounds. 

COPPER  IN  NUX  VOMICA. 

Early  last  year  Mr.  J.  Rutherford  Hill,  of  Edinburgh, 
reported  the  presence  of  copper  in  nux-vomica  preparations, 
and  some  controversy  followed  the  statement.  Dr.  A.  Beitter, 
of  the  Strasburg  University,  has  now  taken  up  the  subject, 
and  in  a  paper  communicated  to  the  German  Pharmaceutical 
Society  (Deutsch.  Phar.  Gesollsoh )  he  generally  confirms 
Mr.  Hill's  observation.  The  communication  deals  in  detail 
with  the  utility  of  the  aloin  and  guaiacum  reactions  for  the 
detection  of  traces  of  copper,  and  the  author  shows  that  the 
best  way  to  detect  the  copper  is  to  mix  3  c.c.  of  the  tincture 
(1  in  10)  with  the  same  volume  of  1-per-cent.  solution  of 
barbaloin  in  a  cylindrical  test-glass  (placed  on  white  paper), 
then  to  aid  3  drops  of  a  10-per-cent.  aqueous  solution  of 
potassium  sulphocyanide,  and  to  note  the  colour  pro- 
duced, which  is  more  or  less  cherry-red  in  the  course  of 
a  few  hours,  according  to  the  amount  of  copper  present.  He 
concludes  that  copper  occurs  in  traces  in  all  strychnos-seeds 
— viz.,  S.  Nux  Vomica,  S.  Gaultheriana,  S.  Ignatii,  and  S. 
potatorum.  A  strychnos-bark  also  gave  a  reaction.  In  some 
cases  the  coloration  appears  in  a  few  minutes,  but  the  mix- 
ture should  be  allowed  to  stand  for  four  hours  at  least  before 
a  decision  is  arrived  at.  The  author  does  not  think  the  test 
can  be  made  quantitative,  but  it  detects  1  of  copper  sulphate 
in  10,000. 

ARSENICAL  CONTAMINATION. 

The  recent  arsenic  scare  has  led  to  numerous  speculations, 
manifold  analyses,  and  apparently  never-ending  controversy. 
The  extent  to  which  sulphuric  acid  is  used  in  manufacturing- 
processes  in  the  country  is  very  great,  and  therefore  the 
probabilities  of  finding  arsenic  in  many  products  of  familiar 
daily  use  are  illimitable.  In  view  of  this  fact  the  Lancet 
has  instituted  an  exhaustive  inquiry,  and  the  results  of  the 
analyses  of  various  food-products  are  given  in  a  recent  issue 
of  that  journal.  Amongst  the  articles  examined  were  a 
number  of  sweetmeats  and  fruit-jams,  but  no  trace  of 
arsenic  was  found  in  any  of  them.  Several  samples  of 
lemonade  gave  similar  negative  results.  "  Lemon-crystals," 
consisting  of  sugar  and  tartaric  or  citric  acid,  were  found 
arsenic-free,  and  a  like  result  was  shown  in  specimens  of 
citric  and  tartaric  acids  as  ordinarily  sold.  Traces  of  arsenic- 
were  found  in  common  bar  soap,  but  none  in  oleic  acid. 
Natural  Carlsbad  salts  contained  no  arsenic,  but  of  two  speci- 
mens of  the  artificial  variety  a  definite  quantity  of  arsenic 
was  discovered  in  one.  The  latter  impurity  was  thought  to 
be  probably  the  result  of  the  use  of  common  sulphate  of 
soda,  as  in  a  subsequent  examination  of  Glauber's  salt  dis- 
tinct evidence  of  arsenic  was  found.  Various  samples  of 
effervescing  citrate  of  magnesia  were  tested,  but  no  arsenic 
was  detected.  It  will  thus  be  seen  that  the  arsenic-in- 
everything  fad  is  more  a  scare  than  actuality. 
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Detennan>  Wotes. 

By  M.R.C.V.S. 


Mud-fever  and  other  Skix-trouble3. 

THOSE  chemists  who  are  not  familiar  with  horses  and 
stable  nomenclature  are  frequently  at  a  loss  to  prescribe 
ior  maladies  which  they  would  readily  understand  if  cus- 
tomers described  the  condition  or  symptoms  instead  of 
employing  obsolete  terms,  or  those  peculiar  to  a  district,  in 
which  the  prescriber  may  be  a  stranger.  Many  of  these 
"terms,  if  they  ever  had  a  meanicg,  have  ceased  to  be 
•descriptive  in  the  light  cf  modern  pathology.  Those  who 
have  "  Veterinary  Counter-practice  " — and  no  chemist  should 
tie  without  it — will  find  many  of  them  explained  in  the 
course  of  the  work.  The  title  at  the  top  of  this  paper  is  not 
one  of  the  anachronism?,  as  it  is  generally  agreed  that 
the  prevalence  of  mud  of  a  special  character  is  the  cause  of 
mud-fever,  though  the  tyro  in  veterinary  practice  would 
hardly  class  a  skin- eruption  due  to  external  irritation  as  a 
fever. 

We  have  said  mud  of  a  special  character,  but  at  times  the 
soil  of  counties  far  distant,  and  of  entirely  opposite  geo- 
logical formation,  sets  up  the  skia-trouble  under  considera- 
tion ;  and  it  may  be  found  that,  like  so  many  other  cuticular 
troubles  of  the  lower  animals,  a  microbic  parasite  is  respon- 
sible, and  that  its  wide  distribution  is  dependent  on  climatic 
conditions  favourable  to  its  propagation.  Meanwhile,  we 
have  to  treat  the  malady,  for  the  majority  of  owners  are 
capable  of  diagnosing  it,  and  do  not  come  to  us  to  tell  them 
what  is  the  matter,  but  for  some  "stuff  "  to  cure  it. 

We  shall  the  better  do  this  by  a  consideration  of  the  true 
nature  of  the  disease.  On  the  back  of  the  front  legs,  the 
front  of  the  hind  legs,  and  the  inner  aspect  of  the  thighs 
particularly,  the  irritating  effects  of  the  mud  are  displayed 
by  great  tenderness  to  the  touch;  and,  where  free  from  hair 
and  not  deeply  imbued  with  pigment,  the  skin  will  be  found 
to  be  very  red — a  redness  simulating  the  period  of  invasion 
of  erysipelas  in  the  human  subject.  This  is  the  first  attrac- 
tive symptom  observed,  although  the  animal  has  been  sub- 
jected to  intense  irritation,  which  he  has  not  resented  by 
scratching,  before  the  "heat,  pain,  swelling,  and  redness" 
of  inflammation  has  manifested  itself. 

This  is  soon  followed  by  papulations,  or  tumefied  areas, 
under  which  serum  accumulates,  to  be  presently  liberated 
•by  the  rupture  of  the  outer  layer  of  the  skin  in  a  bad  case, 
or  absorption  in  a  mild  one  early  and  judiciously  treated. 
There  is  usually  much  swelling,  which,  whether  it  had  its 
origin  about  the  thighs,  where  the  skin  is  thinnest  and  most 
sensitive,  or  lower  down,  where  more  mud  has  accumulated, 
invariably  falls  into  the  hollows  of  the  limb,  obscuring  the 
•outline  of  the  tendons  and  filling  spaces  between  the  con- 
nective tissues,  which  are  always  prone  upon  slight  provoca- 
tion to  a  so-called  dropsical  condition.  It  may  be  remarked 
that  this  effusion  into  horses'  legs  is  a  constant  stumbling- 
block  to  men  with  a  knowledge  of  medical  practice  but  not 
■familiar  with  the  veterinary  branch  of  pathology.  Such 
•dropsical  effusion  is  often  of  no  consequence  whatever,  and 
■curable  with  less  than  half-an-hour's  exercise. 

The  intimate  sympathy  existing  between  the  skin  and 
mucous  membranes  of  the  digestive  canal  accounts  for  the 
•elevation  of  temperature  which  accompanies  this  malady, 
and  justifies  us  in  calling  it  mud-fever,  although  in  many 
instances  thermometric  readings  affo.  d  no  prooE  of  constitu- 
tional disturbance.  In  particular  seasons,  when  mud-fever 
has  been  enzootic,  if  not  infectious  (and  there  is  some  doubt 
as  to  the  possibility  of  the  latter),  temperatures  have  ruled 
very  high,  and  horses  have  died  from  complications  super- 
vening. This  was  notably  the  case  in  the  year  1871,  when 
many  carriages  were  horseless,  and  business  was  disorganised, 
by  an  outbreak  which  disabled  a  third  of  the  equine  popula- 
tion of  London.  If  the  inflammation  of  the  skin  is  not  soon 
■brought  under  control,  patches  slough  away,  ulcers  of  great 
■€xtent  are  established,  and  the  discharge  issuing  from  them 
excoriates  the  previously  sound  skin  over  which  it  spreads 
or  runs  down. 

It  will  be  gathered  from  these  remarks  that  so-called 
mud-fever  may  amount  only  to  a  simple  erythema,  or  redness 
of  the  skin,  or  constitute  a  very  serious  disease,  incurring 
much  pain  to  the  patient  and  serious  loss  to  the  owner. 


One  should,  therefore,  inquire  carefully  as  to  the  duration 
and  extent  of  the  trouble,  and  ascertain  if  any  medicines 
have  already  been  employed.  If  the  case  is  recent,  and  not 
of  a  severe  type,  there  are  required  a  few  febrifuge  doses, 
and  an  application  at  once  anodyne,  antiseptic,  and  emol- 
lient— anodyne  on  account  of  the  very  considerable  pain  the 
animal  suffers,  antiseptic  because  of  the  impure  atmosphere 
in  which  most  horses  are  stabled  and  the  filth  with  which 
the  abraded  skin  will  have  to  come  in  contact  when  lying 
down,  and  emollient  to  soften  the  swellings  and  permit  the 
stretching  of  the  contiguous  sound  skin,  and  so  relieve 
tension  and  pain  of  the  portion  involved.  Such  combina- 
tion will  readily  occur  to  our  pharmaceutical  readers.  The 
following  has  been  useful  in  the  hands  of  the  writer : — 

Acidi  borici   ...       ...       ...       ...  5'j- 

Liq.  plumbi  subacetatis     ...       ...  $j. 

Paraffini  mol.    oij. 

Lanolini       ...       ...       ...       ...  3'j- 

M. 

This  has  a  soothing,  softening  effect  of  some  duration. 
Where  very  acute  suffering  is  evident,  a  cocaine  ointment 
may  be  used,  but  its  anodyne  propertiei  are  evanescent.  It 
is  not  perhaps  universally  recognised  among  veterinary 
prescribers,  that  carbolic  acid  in  oleaginous  bases  is  dis- 
tinctly anodyne,  and  that  a  carbolised  oil  may  be  employed 
in  such  cases  with  great  benefit,  especially  where  large 
surfaces  have  to  be  treated  and  cost  is  a  consideration. 
Mild  attacks  are  successfully  combated  by  a  lotion  con- 
sisting of  1  of  liquor  plumbi  subacet  to  8  of  linseed  oil. 
Again,  ung.  zinci  oxid.  c.  gtt.  x.  acid,  carbolic,  ad  unciam 
is  grateful  to  the  patient.  If  an  aqueous  preparation  is 
desired,  a  chinosol  lotion,  1  gr.  to  I  oz  ,  may  be  used.  The 
addition  to  this  of  1  of  glycerin  to  15  forms  a  slight 
varnish  to  the  sore  surface,  and  suits  some  skins  better  than 
unctuous  preparations. 

Cases  more  or  less  chronic,  where  in  all  probability  the 
owner  has  employed  unsuitable  remedies,  or  neglected  to  do 
anything,  need  rather  a  more  astringent  remedy.  The  skin 
will  have  passed  on  to  the  stage  of  ulceration  and  a  dusting- 
powder  may  be  required  to  be  applied,  after  careful 
cleansing  with  a  chinosol  solution  in  hot  water.  For  this 
the  following  has  been  found  useful : — 

Alum,  exsiccat  5j- 

Pulv.  zinci  oxidi      ...       ...       ...  5V. 

Pulv.  amyli  Jij. 

M. 

A  flour-dredger  is  the  most  suitable  article  with  which  to 
apply  this  powder. 

While  these  outward  applications  are  being  employed,  a 
saline,  in  the  form  of  2  cz.  of  pot.  bicarb,  daily  in  the 
drinking-water  may  be  given  ;  and  if  there  is  much  swelling 
of  the  legs  and  the  patient  is  too  ill  to  be  gently  exercised, 
1  oz.  or  more  of  pot.  nit.  may  be  given  in  a  little  warm 
mash  at  night.  Where  great  prostration  follows  on 
sloughing  of  the  skin,  and  an  erysepalatous  condition  of  a 
limb,  the  animal  should  be  kept  up  with  stimulants  and 
gruel,  to  which  may  be  added  with  advantage  1-dr.  doses 
of  quinine  thrice  daily  with  1  oz.  or  2  oz.  of  tr.  gent.  co. 

Constipation  should  be  combated  by  laxative  foods,  such 
as  bran  and  linseed  mashes,  carrots,  &c  ,  and  on  no  account 
should  aloetic  aperients  be  given,  a  few  ounces  of  mag. 
sulph.  being  the  strongest  purgative  permissible.  In  any 
but  the  most  acute  stage  exercise  must  be  enjoined,  and  the 
owner  cautioneel  not  to  wash  the  animal's  legs  when  it  goes 
to  work  again  and  returns  to  the  stable,  but  to  allow  the 
mud  to  dry  on,  and  then  have  it  brushed  off  when  quite  dry. 
This  last  injunction,  perhaps,  needs  explanation  to  those 
without  experience  of  the  outbreaks  before  mentioned.  It 
was  found  that  the  night-cab  horse  and  those  which  were 
put  away  without  the  usual  care  in  cleaning,  drying, 
bandaging,  &c  ,  were  practically  immune,  while  the  pampered 
favourites  of  the  wealthy  suffered  most. 


Mutton-birds  are  recommended  as  a  food  for  tuber- 
culous subjects  by  Dr.  Purdy,  of  Hutt,  N.Z.  The  birds  are 
apparently  heavily  burdened  with  fat,  which  is  readily 
assimilated.  The  taste  of  the  flesh  resembles  salt  fish,  and 
is  pronounced  by  many  to  be  delicious.  Cases  are  given  in 
The  Australasian  Medical  Gazette  in  which  improvement 
resulted  from  mutton-bird  feeding. 
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TKntnter  Session. 


Notices  of  meetings  to  be  held  are  inserted  under  "Coming 
Events."  If  meetings  are  not  attended  by  reporters,  secre- 
taries of  associations  would  oblige  by  communicating  with 
the  Editor. 

Society  of  Chemical  Industry. 

London  Section. 

A  MEETING  of  this  Section  was  held  on  January  7,  at  Bur- 
lington House,  W.  Mr.  Otto  Hehner,  the  Chairman,  in 
opening  the  meeting,  wished  the  members  "  A  prosperous 
new  year."  The  past  century  had  been  essentially  one  of 
scientific  development,  and  it  was  particularly  appropriate 
that  the  opening  paper  of  the  new  century  should  be  of  a 
retrospective  nature. 

Mr.  Oscar  Guttmann  then  read  his  paper  on  the 

EARLY  MANUFACTURE    OF    SULPHURIC  AND  NITRIC  ACIDS. 

The  paper  was  postponed  from  Ihe  November  meeting, 
and  the  tables  showing  the  cost  of  the  acids  in  1771  which 
were  exhibited  then  (67.  Sf  D.,  November  10,  page  765)  were 
again  on  the  blackboards.  Mr.  Guttmann  referred  to  early 
methods  of  making  sulphuric  acid.  It  was  generally  made 
"by  the  bell";  sulphur  was  burnt  beneath  a  bell-glass,  and 
the  operation  was  directed  to  be  done  at  the  two  equinoxes. 
The  dampness  of  the  atmosphere  contributed  the  necessary 
moisture.  In  1683  Kenelm  Digby  mentions  the  use  of  water 
in  the  process,  and  Glauber  later  mixed  nitre  with  the 
sulphur.  Large  glass  bells  of  the  size  of  a  hogshead  were 
used,  and  6  lbs.  of  nitre  was  mixed  with  each  hundredweight 
of  sulphur.  The  use  of  nitre  in  the  process  was  patented  in 
1749  by  Dr.  Roebuck,  who  is  also  credited  with  the  erection 
of  the  first  sulphuric-acid  works  at  Prestonpans.  Mr. 
Guttmann  then  read  extracts  from  a  fine  MS.  which  had 
come  into  his  possession.  The  process  was  described  and 
illustrated,  and  the  cost-price  and  selling-price  of  the  pro- 
duct given.  Leaden  vessels,  8|  feet  high,  6  feet  long,  and 
4  feet  wide,  were  prescribed,  and  14  lbs.  of  nitre  was  mixed 
with  each  hundredweight  of  sulphur.  The  acid  resulting  from 
these  early  processes  was  monohydrated  sulphuric  acid,  with 
sulphuric  anhydride  dissolved  in  it.  The  weak  acid  was 
concentrated  by  evaporation.  Platinum  vessels  are  mentioned 
in  the  MS  ,  but  the  lecturer  thought  the  paragraph  was 
added  to  the  work  later,  as  the  earliest  use  of  those  vessels 
could  not  be  traced  before  1804  An  acid  of  sp.  gr.  2  was 
apparently  taken  as  a  standard  with  which  to  compare 
weaker  acids.  The  drawback  of  10Z.  a  ton  on  sulphur,  which 
figured  in  the  cost-price,  was  thought  to  be  as  an  encourage- 
ment to  import  the  material  at  a  time  when,  owing  to  the 
wars,  much  sulphur  was  needed.  The  acid  sold  at  3\d.  to 
Ad.  a  pound.  In  1812  there  were  twenty-three  factories 
making  sulphuric  acid  in  Great  Britain.  Passing  then  to 
nitric  acid,  the  lecturer  said  the  manufacture  of  it  must 
have  been  carried  on  in  the  earliest  times  ;  the  black  draw- 
ings on  mummy-cloths  are  supposed  to  have  been  done  by 
silver  nitrate.  In  1648  Glauber  gives  the  method  of  making 
the  acid  by  the  action  of  sulphuric  acid  on  potassium  nitrate. 
The  MS.  referred  to  above  gave  also  the  way  of  making 
nitric  acid.  Iron  retorts  were  used,  and  a  neutral  potassium 
sulphate  (sal  enixum)  was  aimed  at  as  the  residue.  The 
distillation  occupied  four  days,  and  the  several  strengths 
resulted  from  putting  varying  quantities  of  water  in  the 
receiver. 

Mr.  Forbes  Carpenter  gave  some  particulars  of  the  early 
■manufacture  of  sulphuric  acid  at  Messrs.  Bealey's  works 
near  Manchester.  Oil  of  vitriol  has  been  continuously  made 
at  these  worl  s  s  n  ;e  1791.  The  same  firm  had  carried  on 
bleaching-works  for  a  couple  of  hundred  years  before  that, 
but  started  to  make  acid  in  1791  for  use  in  the  bleaching- 
liquor.  Mr.  Carpenter  also  referred  to  Dr.  Roebuck's  works 
at  Prestonpans,  and  to  a  battery  of  small  sulphuric  chambers 
erected  and  worked  at  Burntisland  early  last  century.  The 
•speaker  also  mentioned  an  attempt  made  in  Cornwall  to  use 
granite  for  the  chambers  in  place  of  lead. 

Mr.  Walter  Reid  read  some  interesting  extracts  from 
"  The  Treasury  of  Euonymus,"  translated  by  John  Day,  and 
dated  1565.    Sulphuric  acid,  then  called  oil  of  brimstone, 


was  made  by  distilling  iron  sulphate  and  by  burning  sulphur 
and  nitric  acid  by  distillation.  The  acids  appear  to  have 
been  at  that  period  mainly  used  for  medicinal  purposes. 

Mr.  Guttmann,  in  replying,  said  he  thought  the  expression 
"  builders'  acid  *'  arose  from  builders  using  aq.  fortis  for 
cleaning  copper  roofs.* 

Mr.  W.  Cullen  then  read  his  paper  on  the 

heat-test  for  explosives. 

The  gist  of  the  paper  was  that  although  the  test  was  not 
very  trustworthy  it  might  be  made  more  useful  by  obtaining 
the  filter-paper  with  which  the  iodide-of-starch  test  was  made 
from  only  one  source.  Varying  thickness  of  the  filter-paper 
produced  different  results.  The  War  Office,  it  appears,  lay 
in  a  stock  of  paper,  estimated  to  last  five  years,  and  conduct 
an  elaborate  series  of  tests  when  comparing  the  new  supply 
with  the  old,  with  the  idea  of  arriving  at  continuity. 

Major  Nathan,  one  of  the  Government  officials,  mentioned 
that  the  tjst-paper  must  be  made  a  month  before  use,  and 
that  a  low-heat  test  was  not  a  sure  sign  of  incipient 
decomposition  in  an  explosive. 

Mr.  Guttmann  also  spoke,  and  gave  his  reasons  for 
preferring  the  diphenylamine  test-paper.  The  test  even  then 
was  not  perfect,  but  four  foreign  Governments  used  the 
diphenylamine  test  as  being  the  more  trustworthy. 


Bradford  Chemists'  Association. 

On  Tuesday  evening,  January  8,  a  conference  of  West 
Riding  chemists  was  held  at  the  County  Restaurant, 
Bradford,  upon  the  invitation  of  the  Bradford  and  District 
Chemists'  Association,  to  discuss 

The  Draft  Pharmacy  Bill. 

The  chair  was  occupied  by  Mr.  R.  W.  Silson  (President  cf 
the  Association),  and  there  were  also  present: — Mr.  G.  W. 
Worfolk  (llkley),  Mr.  J.  Rhodes  (Mirfield),  Mr.  W.  L. 
Forster  (Dewsbury),  Mr.  Broadhead  (Dewsbury),  Mr.  J.  W. 
Golightly  (Pudsey),  Mr.  J.  H.  Wilson  (Shipley),  Mr.  Sol 
Taylor  (Harrogate),  and  Mr.  A.  H.  Waddington,  Mr.  S. 
Sowden,  Mr.  A.  Wilson,  Alderman  Dunn,  Mr.  E.  Mackay, 
Mr.  H.  G.  Rogerson,  Mr.  Stepenton,  Mr.  R.  H.  Marshall,  Mr. 
D.  S.  Priestley,  Mr.  M.  Firth,  Mr.  Jackson,  and  Mr.  F.  A. 
Welcock  (Hon.  Secretary),  of  Bradford. 

Mr.  Silson  having  welcomed  the  visitors,  said  it  was 
rather  curious  that  they  should  begin  a  new  century  with 
pharmaceutical  legislation.  The  draft  was  the  first  attempt 
to  float  a  Pharmacy  Bill  which  had  been  submitted  to  the 
trade  for  its  consideration,  and  upon  which  the  Society  had 
taken  the  trade  into  its  confidence.  So  far  as  he  could 
gather  from  the  views  which  he  had  heard  from  various 
members  of  the  profession,  it  would  be  necessary  for  them 
to  repeat  the  cry  which  was  taken  up  at  the  time  of  the 
Factory  Act :  "  The  Bill,  the  whole  Bill,  and  nothing  but  the 
Bill."  He  considered  it  vital  that  they  should  not  take  the 
Bill  shorn  of  any  of  its  clauses.  There  would  be  this 
advantage  about  the  Bill,  that  as  it  was  not  a  Government 
Bill,  it  could  be  withdrawn  if  its  wings  were  clipped. 

Mr.  Waddington  felt  that  the  Bill  was  disappointing, 
falling  far  short  of  the  standard  they  had  a  right  to 
expect.  But  as  the  proposals  had  received  the  unanimous 
approval  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Council,  it  was  rather 
difficult  to  discuss  them.  It  was  admitted  that  when  the 
Bdl  was  first  brought  before  the  Council  it  was  accepted  as 
a  compromise,  every  member  giving  way  on  some  important 
point  or  other,  and  no  doubt  this  fact  largely  explained  the 
apathy  which  had  characterised  the  discussions  on  the  Bill. 
Another  significant  circumstance  was  that  in  the  trade 
journals  there  had  not  been  at  the  most  more  than  half-a- 
dozen  letters  in  which  unqualified  approval  was  expressed  of 
the  proposals.  For  his  own  part  he  entirely  endorsed  the 
views  put  forward  by  Mr.  Atkins,  that  the  minori'y  were 
bound  to  throw  in  their  lot  with  the  majority,  on  whatever 
side  the  latter  were.  As  to  the  provisions  of  the  Bill, 
Clause  2,  intended  to  prevent  companies  assuming  chemists' 
titles,  was  satisfactory,  but  Clauses  1  and  2  struck  a  more 
severe  b'ow  at  registered  chemists  than  at  trading  companies. 

*  "Gilder's  acid  "  is  more  like  the  thing.  Mr.  Paul  T.  White, 
F.C.S.,  of  Mf  ssrs.  A.  Whits  &  Son,  informs  us  that  his  firm  have 
made  an  acid  of  this  kind  for  several  generations.— Editoe. 
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These  c'atties,  moreover,  had  no  reference  to  the  ccm- 
poundirig  of  physicians'  prescriptions.  That  was  a  material 
omission  for  which  it  was  difficult  to  account.  Clause  3 
failed  to  stipulate  that  the  name  of  the  qualified  person  in 
charge  of  a  drug-store  should  be  prominently  displayed 
above  the  shop  or  printed  on  the  labels.  This  also  was  a 
weakness  in  the  Bill.  It  was  doubtful  whether  the 
House  of  Commons  would  agree  to  make  all  directors  of  a 
trading  company  qualified  chemists.  Even  then,  however, 
there  were  means  of  evasion  which  would  readily  suggest 
themselves  to  an  unscrupulous  unqualified  director.  He 
would  merely  have  to  hire  four  or  five  qualified  chemists  and 
give  them  seats  on  the  directorate.  He  need  only  give  each 
a  11.  share,  and  there  was  no  stipulation  that  they  should 
have  any  substantial  stake  in  the  company.  This  was  all 
that  would  be  necessary  in  the  case  of  any  unqualified 
director  who  practically  owned  the  company  with  which  he 
was  identified.*  This  difficulty  would,  after  all,  be  just  as 
great  as  before,  unless  it  was  enacted  in  the  Bill  that  the 
directors  must  possess  a  stipulated  pecuniary  interest  in  the 
concerns  they  were  presumed  to  direct.  Clause  5,  which 
deals  with  the  subject  of  registration,  failed  more  con- 
spicuously than  any  other  clause  in  the  Bill.  As  to  the  Bill 
generally,  it  actually  struck  at  the  qualified  man  more 
severely  than  it  struck  at  the  drug  company,  so  that  they 
were  playing  into  the  hands  of  these  concerns.  Although 
the  company  could  not  assume  the  title  of  chemist  and 
druggist,  they  would  positively  obtain  under  the  Bill  something 
approaching  a  charter.  They  would  be  able  to  do  everything  a 
qualified  man  could  do,  providing,  of  course  they  had  the 
money.  He  was  quite  unable  to  receive  the  Bill  with  any 
great  amount  of  enthusiasm,  and  he  confessed  to  having  little 
aDxiety  to  see  the  Bill  passed  through  Parliament.  Frankly, 
his  opinion  was  that  it  was  nothing  more  than  a  Bill 
for  legalising  company-pharmacy. 

The  President  remarked  that  chemists  were  entitled  to 
submit  the  Bill  to  this  test — Does  it  contain  any  protection 
for  us?  It  would  be  impossible  for  any  Bill  which  was  to 
pass  the  House  of  Commons  to  contain  all  that  chemists 
wanted.  It  would  be  unreasonable  to  expect  the  Legisla- 
ture to  legislate  merely  for  the  benefit  of  a  particular  trade, 
but  they  had  a  right  to  expect  that  when  a  man  had  gone 
to  the  trouble  and  expense  of  qualifying  himself  he  should 
not  be  prevented  from  making  an  honest  living. 

Mr.  Rogerson  submitted  the  following  motion  : — 

That  this  meeting  of  the  chemists  of  the  West  Riding  of 
Yorkshire,  after  carefully  considering  the  draft  Pharmacy  Bill  of 
December  5,  1900,  feels  itself  unable  to  admit  the  strict  relevance 
of  its  title,  inasmuch  as  by  the  omission  of  any  clause  restricting 
the  practice  'of  pharmacy  to  duly  qualified  individuals,  it  leaves 
open  to  unregistered  or  uneducated  persons  the  seriously  re- 
sponsible work  of  compounding  medical  prescriptions  providing 
such  prescriptions  do  not  happen  to  contain  a  scheduled  poison. 
Unless  such  a  clause  be  added  to  the  proposed  Bill,  this  meeting 
fails  to  recognise  in  it  anything  more  than  a  protection  of  titles 
Bill,  such  protection  of  titles  having  as  its  sole  object  restrictions 
to  qualified  individuals  of  the  right  to  vend  a  limited  number  of 
scheduled  poisons. 

He  contended  that  the  present  examination  gave  the  trade 
as  fully  qualified  men  as  it  could  possibly  require.  As  many 
of  those  present  could  state,  there  was  quite  a  serious 
difficulty  in  obtaining  apprentices,  and  if  the  higher  education 
fad  were  persisted  in  the  time  would  come  before  long 
when  it  would  be  quite  impossible  to  get  any  at  all.  One 
gentleman  of  his  acquaintance  had  positively  had  to  get 
boys  from  the  mill  to  help  him.  Th-jse  would  acquire  some 
degree  of  experience,  but  they  would  not  be  able  to  pass 
examinations,  and  eventually  they  would  probably  appear  in 
the  capacity  of  bogus  chemists. 

In  reply  to  Mr.  Mackay,  the  President  explained  the 
position  of  pharmacy  on  the  Continent,  and  Mr.  Rogerson 
said  England  is  the  only  country  in  Europe  in  which  un- 
qualified persons  can  con  pound  medicines. 

After  further  remarks,  the  resolution  was  seconded  by  Mr. 
Golightly,  and  supported  by  Alderman  Dunn,  who  ex- 
pressed his  conviction  that  the  Bill  made  the  concession  of 
a  locus  standi  to  the  companies,  and  he  thought  that  if  they 
conceded  that  point  they  gave   the  whole   thing  away. 


*  Mr.  Waddington  overlooks  the  definition  of  "  director "  in 
the  Companies  Act,  1900.  See  article  on  the  Pharmacy  Bill, 
page  52. — Editor. 


Alderman  Dunn  suggested  that  the  Bill  should  be  within  Id 
for  a  Session. 

Mr.  Broadhead,  who  agreed  with  the  strictures  which 
had  been  passed  on  the  Bill,  expressed  the  opinion  that  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society  should  have  brought  a  test-case 
against  the  companies  long  since,  and  ought  to  do  so  now. 
He  felt  certain  that  there  could  be  no  doubt  about  the  result 
of  a  test-case.  If  they  succeeded  in  such  a  case,  there  would 
be  no  need  for  a  Bill  like  the  one  under  discussion  ;  and  if 
they  failed,  they  would  be  in  no  worse  position  for  a 
Parliamentary  Bill  than  they  were  before  they  began  the 
case. 

Mr.  Watson  having  spoken  in  support  of  a  test-case,  the 
motion  was  passed. 

Mr.  Waddington  then  moved,  and  Mr.  Watson  seconded, 
the  following  resolution  :— 

That  this  meeting  of  West  Riding  chemists  regrets  that  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society  has  not  yet  taken  a  case  testing  the 
legality  of  the  assumption  by  limited  companies  of  a  personal 
statutory  qualification  obtained  only  by  examination,  and  requests 
them,  before  proceeding  further  with  their  draft  Pharmacy  Bill, 
to  take  immediate  measures  to  that  end. 

This  also  was  passed  unanimous'y,  and  the  'proceedings 
ended  with  votes  of  thanks  to  Mr.  Waddin^tm  and  the 
Chairman. 


Burnley  Chemists'  Association. 

At  the  meeting  of  the  members  held  at  the  Bull  Hotel, 
Burnley,  on  Tuesday  evening,  January  8,  Mr.  J.  A.  Heaton 
presiding,  a  discussion  took  place  on  the 

Draft  Pharmacy  Bill. 

Mr.  Heaton,  in  opening  it,  referred  to  the  new  century 
and  the  agitation  in  the  pharmaceutical  world  during  the 
latter  years  of  the  nineteenth  century,  which  agitation  he 
claimed  to  have  originated  in  that  part  of  Lancashire.  The 
constitution  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Council  has  altered  for 
the  better,  he  considered,  and  the  Council  has  awakened 
from  its  lethargic  sleep  of  twenty  years,  and  is  in  desperate 
earnest  to  make  full  and  ample  amends  for  its  past  short- 
comings.   The  same  feeling  has  also  caught  on  with  the  bulk 
of  the  chemists  throughout  the  country.    They  have  been 
roused  into  action  by  the  Lord  Chancellor's  clauses  in  the 
Companies  Bill,  and  having  been  successful  in  bringing 
about  their  removal  from  that  Bill  are  anxious  now  to  do- 
something  better.    The  whole  position  at  present  bristles  with 
difficulties  which  have  been  allowed  to  grow  year  by  year 
until  we  have  to  face  a  problem  to-day  that  requires  the 
greatest  tact  and  ingenuity  to  handle.    Company-trading  in 
pharmacy  is  established  and  recognised  by  virtue  of  its  non- 
molestation  for  upwards  of  twenty  years.    Company  and 
co-operative  trading  have    taken    hold    of    the  people 
and  the  nation,  and  in  their   various  phases  they  have 
assumed  such  vast  proportions  that  in  some  towns  they 
threaten  in  the  future  (if  they  progress  with  only  uniform 
rapidity  that  they  have  in  the  pa^t)  not  only  to  stultify 
private  enterprise,  but  to  actually  replace  it.    Knowing  and 
recognising  this  fact,  it  is  remarkable  that  we  should  have 
in  our  ranks  men  who,  discussing  the  draft  Pharmacy  Bill, 
should  be  so  short-sighted  as  to  entirely  ignore  this,  and  to 
think  that  it  would  be  possible  to  draw  up  a  Bill  of  any  kind 
for  the  regulating  and  controlling  of  pharmacy  and  ignore 
these  growing  monopolies.    If  we  have  the  courage  to  do 
our  duty,  we  must  face  the  difficulty  which  here  presents 
itself,  whether  we  like  it  or  not,  in  the  manly  spirit  shown 
by  the  majority  of  the  present  Council.    Mr.  Heaton  ac- 
cepted the  broad  principles  of  the  draft,  and  felt  confident 
that  it  has  a  good  chance  of  success.    He  still  thought  the 
Council  should  take  a  test-case  to  prove  whether  J.  Jones 
(Limited),  cash  chemist,  had  any  legal  right  to  use  the  title 
he  adopted,  and  hoped  the  Council  will  seriously  consider 
the  advisability  of  taking  prompt  action  in  this  matter. 

Mr.  Brown  (Secretary)  said  he  did  not  agree  with  the 
Bill  at  all.  The  point  had  never  been  settled  that  com- 
panies could  use  titles  legally.  Was  the  Bill  what  they 
wanted  ?  He  thought  not.  Companies  were  alio  *?ed — 
illegally,  he  contended— to  foist  themselves  on  the  public  as 
if  they  were  qualified  under  the  Acts,  just  as  the  chemists  ; 
and,  if  companies  were  regulated  on  the  lines  of  that  Bill, 


January  12,  1901 


THE  CHEMIST  AND  DRUGGIST 


59 


they  would  not  be  one  whit  better  oS  as  a  profession  or 
trade.  He  did  not  believe  that  the  draft  was  the  deliberate 
outcome  of  the  thoughts  of  their  best  men. 

Mr.  Dodsley  was  in  sympathy  with  the  Bill. 

Mr.  Coates  said  if  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  were  pre- 
pared to  spend  money  to  take  up  a  test  case,  and  fight  the 
question  of  title,  he  felt  confident  it  would  prove  that  the 
company  had  no  right  to  use  it. 

Mr.  Lawton  moved  the  following  : — 

That  this  meeting  advocates  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  taking 
a  test  case  with  regard  to  the  legality  of  limited-liability  com- 
panies using  the  title  of  chemist,  chemist  and  druggist,  or 
pharmaceutical  chemist,  and  further,  the  meeting  pledges  itself  to 
support  the  Council  in  its  endeavour  to  carry  the  draft  Pharmacy 
Bill  through  Parliament. 

Mr.  Walker  seconded,  and  the  resolution  was  carried. 
The  rest  of  the  proceedings  were  of  a  social  character. 


Manchester  Pharmaceutical  Association. 

A  meeting  was  held  at  the  "Victoria  Hotel  on  Wednesday 
evening,  January  9,  Mr.  G.  S.  Woolley  in  the  chair,  when  a 
paper  on 

Fermentation, 
by  Dr.  W.  A.  Bone  and  Dr.  H.  C.  Carpenter,  was  read  by  Dr. 
Bone,  who  explained  that  the  paper  had  been  designed 
originally  for  reading  before  the  members  of  the  North  of 
England  Brewing  Institute,  which  accounted  for  its  relation 
to  brewing  ferments.  The  work  of  Hansen,  of  Copenhagen, 
on  the  isolation  of  individual  ferments  was  referred  to  in 
detail.  Hansen  watches  the  development  of  colonies  of  the 
micro  organisms  under  the  microscope,  and  as  soon  as  a 
microscopic  colony  has  formed  he  transfers  it  to  sterilised 
work,  and  allows  the  pure  yeast  to  grow  through  many 
generations  until  a  sufficient  quantity  of  it  is  obtained  for 
experimental  work  on  a  small  scale,  or  to  be  used  as  a 
pitching  yeast  in  the  brewery.  The  preparation  of  pure 
yeasts  for  the  brewery  is  now  simply  a  matter  of  careful 
observation  and  manipulation. 

The  President,  in  thanking  Drs.  Bone  and  Carpenter, 
said  he  was  sure  that  to  the  attentive  pharmacist  the  subject 
was  important. 

Mr.  Kiekby,  in  the  course  of  some  remarks,  stated  that 
the  Pure  Yeast  Company  had  500  English  brewers  on  their 
books,  so  that  they  in  England  were  not  going  to  be  left 
behind  even  in  the  brewing  industry. 


Nottingham  and  Notts  Chemists'  Association. 

"  Our  English  Cathedrals  "  was  the  subject  of  a  lecture 
delivered  by  Mr.  Beilby  at  the  lecture-room  of  the  Con- 
servative Club,  Nottingham,  on  Wednesday  night.  Mr.  W. 
Gill  (Vice-President)  presided  over  a  large  audience. 
Amongst  those  present  were  Messrs.  Sargeant,  Wilson, 
Radford,  Eayson,  Gascoigce,  Turton,  W.  Smith,  Sampson, 
J.  Smith,  Weatheiby,  Freeman,  Brown,  Norweb,  and  A. 
Eberlin  (Hon.  Sec).  The  lecturer  handled  his  subject  in  a 
very  masterly  fashion,  and  illustrated  it  with  seventy  lime- 
light views  showing  the  development  of  architecture.  They 
had,  he  remarked,  a  great  artistic  treasure  in  the  English 
cathedrals  of  which  they  had  every  reason  to  be  proud. 

The  Chairman  and  Mr.  Eberlin  complimented  the 
lecturer  highly  in  proposing  a  vote  of  thanks  to  him. 


Preston  Chemists'  Association. 

A  meeting  of  this  Association  was  held  at  the  White  Horse 
Kestaurant,  Preston,  on  January  3,  to  discuss  the 

Draft  Pharmacy  Bill. 

Mr.  Arkle,  who  presided,  introduced  the  subject,  observ- 
ing that  in  drafting  the  new  Bill  the  Council  had  gone  as 
far  as  they  dared  with  safety.  It  contained  most  of  the 
remedies  for  which  they  had  been  clamouring  for  many  years 
past,  and  though  it  was  far  from  being  an  ideal  Bill  it  was 
as  much  as  chemists  could  fairly  ask  for  in  these  democratic 
days.  He  was  sorry  to  see  their  North-Eastern  friends  had 
taken  up  a  hostile  attitude  towards  it,  but  he  was  as  ceitain 
as  he  was  of  his  own  existence  that  were  the  Council  to 


push  the  personal  qualification  further  than  they  had  done  it 
would  meet  with  no  support  from  Parliament,  and  he  hoped 
they  would  fall  into  line  with  the  Council  and  the  rest  of 
the  craft.  (Hear,  hear.)  To  judge  from  the  criticisms  which 
had  already  appeared  in  one  trade  paper,  the  whole  Bill 
consisted  of  faulty  clauses  and  phrases.  But  was  ever  a 
perfect  Act  produced  ?  No  Parliament  would  give  dispensing 
entirly  to  the  chemist.  The  Bill  would  do  injustice  to  no 
one.  The  only  persons  who  had  a  cause  of  complaint  were 
the  company-mongers.  The  Bill  might  well  be  looked  upon 
as  an  emancipating  measure  to  very  many  registered  men 
who,  as  assistants,  could  scarcely  get  employment,  whilst  it 
would  weed  out  hundreds  of  others  who  had  never  taken  the 
trouble  to  advance  one  step  beyond  their  apprenticeship  and 
yet  occupied  places  of  properly  registered  men.  (Hear,  hear.) 
He  (the  Chairman)  would  like  to  have  it  made  compulsory 
that  the  actual  name  of  the  proprietor  should  be  in  a  con- 
spicuous place,  and  he  was  in  favour  of  a  fee  for  registration. 
He  proposed — 

That  this  meeting  of  the  Preston  Chemists'  Association 
approves  of  the  Draft  Pharmacy  Bill,  and  in  expressing  the  hope 
that  the  Council  will  use  its  best  endeavours  to  secure  its  speedy 
entry  on  the  statute-book,  suggests  the  insertion  in  Clause  3 
(following  the  words  "  exercising  control  ")  "  and  exhibited  in  a 
conspicuous  place  and  "  ;  and,  further,  that  in  respect  of  Clause  5 
an  annual  registration-fee  of  2s.  6d.  be  charged. 

Mr.  F.  A.  Williamson  (Hon.  Secretary),  seconding,  con- 
gratulated the  Pharmaceutical  Council  upon  the  production 
of  the  Bill.  They  had,  unfortunately,  long  laboured  under 
the  disadvantages  of  a  governing  authority  whose  delibera- 
tions on  matters  seriously  affecting  the  welfare  of  the 
profession  had  been  characterised  by  a  seeming  indiffer- 
ence which  at  times  had  approached  the  serious.  The  craft, 
he  thought,  had  not  received  from  the  Legislature  their  due 
measure  of  protection.  In  many  ways  they  were  the 
registered  guardians  of  the  public,  striving  to  serve  them 
to  the  best  of  their  skill.  They  did  not  grumble  about 
competition  so  long  as  it  was  legitimate,  but  they  did  pro- 
test against  that  condition  of  things  which  sheltered  itself 
under  the  far-reaching  wiDgs  of  company-law,  and  he  was 
pleased  to  think  they  were  within  measurable  distance  of 
reform  in  that  particular.  He  (che  speaker)  had  glanced 
through  the  draft  Bill  with  interest  and  pleasure.  Although 
he  considered  it  a  compromise,  he  would  not  withhold  his 
support.  They  had  seen  in  the  past  how  necessary  it  was  to 
proceed  by  easy  stages  in  order  to  obtain  anything.  At  the 
same  time,  he  felt  that  certain  clauses  might  be  extended, 
and  this  without  in  the  least  jeopardising  the  Bill.  Their 
aim,  he  took  it,  was  to  stamp  out  the  unqualified  person. 
With  that  end  in  view  he  did  not  think  any  provision  could 
be  too  severe.  As  to  Clau3e  4,  he  was  at  one  with  the  many 
critics  who  regarded  the  provision  as  a  useless  encumbrance. 
It  could  serve  no  useful  purpose,  and  for  that  reason 
should  be  expunged.  On  the  one  hand,  anything  that 
tended  to  keep  the  qualification  of  a  chemist  well  before  the 
public  must  in  the  long  run  tend  to  focus  attention  upon 
the  unqualified  individual  For  this  reason  he  advocated 
the  compulsory  exhibition  in  a  conspicuous  position,  either 
on  the  outside  of  a  place  of  business  or  inside  the  shop,  of 
the  name  of  the  practising  chemist.  He  supported  the 
suggestion  as  to  registration. 

Mr.  Emett  spoke  in  favour  of  the  resolution,  which  was 
passed  unanimously  and  ordered  to  be  sent  to  the  Council  of 
the  Pharmaceutical  Society. 


"The  Art  of  Dispensing"  is  a  valuable  addition  to 
pharmaceutical  literature,  and  should  be  in  the  hands  of  all 
dispensing  chemists. —  Chemical  News. 

"Veterinary  Counter-practice." — This  little  book  is 
replete  with  the  very  information  frepuently  required  by  the 
average  pharmacist,  who  is  so  frequently  called  upon  to 
furnish  relief  in  cases  of  injury  and  sickness  among  live- 
stock.—  Canadian  Pharmaceutical  Journal. 

Kodak  (Limited)  pay  their  employes  5s.  a  week  extra  if 
they  obtain  a  certificate  for  proficiency  in  commercial  know- 
ledge from  the  Society  of  Arts,  or  a  certificate  in  the  com- 
mercial knowledge  examinations  of  the  London  Chamber  of 
Commerce,  and  5s.  more  for  the  photography  certificate  of1 
the  City  and  Guilds  of  London  Institute. 


6) 


THE  CHEMIST  AND  DRUGGIST 


January  12,  1901 


Xcgal  TReport0, 


Pharmacy  Act,  1868. 

Fine  or  Imprisonment. 

At  the  Liverpool  County  Cjurt  on  Wednesday,  January  9, 
Judge  Collier  tried  an  action  by  the  Pharmaceutical  Society 
of  Great  Britain,  in  the  name  of  Richard  Bremridge  (Regis- 
trar), against  John  Eames,  an  unqualified  assistant  to 
Stephen  Stephenson,  F.C.S.,  pharmaceutical  chemist, 
270  Kensington,  Liverpool,  to  recover  the  amount  of  a 
penalty  of  5/.  incurred  by  him  (Eames)  on  October  20,  1900, 
by  having  sold  poison — namely,  a  preparation  of  opium, 
called  laudanum,  contained  in  and  forming  a  portion  of  the 
ingredients  of  a  liniment — contrary  to  the  provisions  of  the 
Pharmacy  Act,  1868. 

Mr.  Charles  E.  Nield,  solicitor,  Liverpool,  appeared  on 
behalf  of  the  Society,  and  the  defendant,  John  Eames,  who 
was  not  professionally  represented,  admitted  the  offence. 

Mr.  Harry  Moon,  clerk  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Society, 
and  Mr.  E.  J.  Eastes,  F.I.C.,  consulting  chemist  and  analyst, 
London,  were  also  present. 

Mr.  Nield  pressed  for  the  full  penalty,  and  imprisonment 
in  default  of  payment.  It  was  one  of  a  number  of  similar 
cases  which  might  be  governed  by  the  result,  and  it  was  of 
the  utmost  importance  to  give  effect  to  the  public  safeguard 
which  the  penal  clauses  of  the  Act  provided.  The  defendant 
had  admitted  the  offence,  and  the  further  application  he 
(Mr.  Nield)  made  was  under  the  Debtors  Act,  for  an  order 
for  the  imprisonment  of  the  defendant  in  default  of  payment. 

The  Judge  imposed  the  penally  of  5/ ,  but  said  he  was  not 
sure  as  to  his  power  to  make  the  order  as  to  imprisonment 
unless  default  had  been  made. 

The  defendant  pleaded  that  he  was  an  assistant,  not  yet 
out  of  his  time,  and  asked  to  be  allowed  to  pay  the  penalty 
by  instalments. 

Mr.  Nield  objected,  and  stated  that  one  great  difficulty  in 
these  cases  was  that  the  assistants  were  generally  young 
men  with  little  or  no  money,  and  the  Society  were  unable  to 
get  the  penalty,  whereas  the  very  object  of  the  Act  was  to 
prevent  or  put  a  stop  to  the  sale  of  poisons  by  unqualified 
persons. 

The  Judge:  I  must  leave  it  to  the  plaintiff  Society  whether 
they  will  enforce  the  penalty  or  not,  but  I  must  order  the 
payment  of  5/.  and  costs  within  fourteen  days.  After 
referring  to  a  number  of  cases  cited,  his  Honour  added  that 
he  did  not  think  there  was  any  doubt  he  had  power  to  order 
imprisonment  in  default  of  payment,  and  he  fixed  the  term 
at  three  months. 


Dentists  Act. 

Practising  under  an  Assumed  Name. 

At  Bow  Street  Police  Court  on  January  4,  before  Mr.  T>2 
Rutzen,  Mr.  Scott-Russell,  of  108  New  Oxford  Street,  was 
summoned  for  unlawfully  using  the  addition  or  description 
"surgeon-dentist."  Mr.  R.  W.  Turner  (instructed  by  Messrs 
Bowman  &  Curtis  Hay  ward,  solicitors  to  the  British  DenUl 
Association)  appeared  in  support  of  the  summons ;  and  Mr. 
F.  W.  Beck  (Neve,  Beck  &  Co  )  defended. 

In  opening  the  case  Mr.  Turner  explained  that  the  summons 
was  taken  out  under  Section  3  of  the  Dentists  Act,  1878.  He 
added  that  under  the  Medical  Act  of  1853  there  was  a 
provision  by  which  people  could  only  be  punished  for  wilfully 
and  falsely  pretending  to  be  medical  men.  Experience  of 
the  working  of  that  Act  was  such  that  in  the  Dentists  Act  of 
1878  the  words  "  wilfully  and  falsely  pretend  "  were  omitted, 
and  it  was  now  an  offence  for  anyone  to  use  the  title  "  surgeon- 
dentist  "  who  was  not  registered  as  such.  It  was  immaterial 
whether  or  not  the  person  had  a  diploma  entitling  him  to  b3 
registered.  The  reason  was  that  the  General  Medical  Council 
had  power  to  remove  from  the  dentists  register  the  names  of 
people  who  conducted  themselves  unprofessionally,  and 
unless  their  names  were  on  the  register  they  were  unable  to 
control  them.  He  understood  that  one  of  the  arguments  to 
be  put  forward  for  the  defence  was  that  the  defendant  had 
a  diploma,  but  he  v  as  not  registered.  Tne  Act  itself  said 
that  if  a  person  not  registered  takes  or  uses  the  title  "  dentist," 
that  was  sufficient. 


Mr.  Beck  said  he  would  admit  at  once  tl  at  a  person  who- 
used  the  title  "  surgeon-dentist "  must  be  registered  under 
the  Act. 

Proceeding  to  deal  with  the  facts  of  the  case  Mr.  Turner 
said  that  on  November  22  Mr.  Brown,  one  of  the  managing 
clerks  to  Bowman  &  Curtis  Hayward,  acting  on  instructions, 
from  the  British  Dental  Association,  called  at  108  New- 
Oxford  Street,  the  business  address  of  the  defendant.  Written 
up  in  large  letters  on  the  windows  of  the  first  floor  of  those 
premises  were  the  words  "  Scott- Russtll,  Surgeon-Dentist." 
A  similar  sign  appeared  on  the  door  at  the  entrance  to  the 
building,  and  on  a  board  on  the  staircase  was  written  ''  Scott- 
Russell,  Surgeon-Dentist,  late  W.  H.  Trick,  L  D.S.  Eng." 
Mr.  Brown  went  upstairs  and  saw  a  young  gentlemen,  and 
asked  him  if  he  was  Mr.  S 'ott-Russell.  Receiving  an 
affirmative  reply  he  informed  him  that  he  was  committing 
an  offence  under  the  Dentists  Act.  "  Oh,"  replied  the  young 
gentleman,  "  this  business  is  the  property  of  Mr.  Trick.  Mr. 
Trick  can  carry  on  the  business  in  any  name  he  likes."  There 
was  on  the  register  a  Mr.  W.  B.  Trick  but  no  W.  H. 
Trick.  Shortly  after  this  interview  Mr.  W.  B.  Trick  wrote  to 
the  General  Medical  Council  saying  that  he  was  carrying  on 
the  business  under  the  style  of  "  Scott-Russell."  So  far  as 
that  Mr.  Trick  was  concerned  he  could,  had  he  wished,  have 
compelled  the  Registrar,  under  Section  12  of  the  Medical 
Acts,  to  alter  his  name.  It  was  perfectly  absurd  to | suggest 
that  a  man  could  carry  on  a  practice  on  someone  else's 
registration.  This  was  a  peculiar  case,  added  counsel,  in 
that  the  defendant  had  the  qualification  for  being  a  dentist, 
but  that,  it  seemed  to  him,  only  made  the  case  worse. 

Mr.  W.  F.  Brown,  the  clerk  referred  to,  was  then  called, 
and  said  he  had  never  seen  the  gentleman  who  had  answered, 
this  summons. 

Mr.  Beck:  But  this  is  Mr.  W.  B.  Trick,  who  carries  on 
business  as  S  jott-Russell. 

Mr.  Turner:  Then  I  apply  for  another  summons  against 
that  young  man  (pointing  to  Mr.  W.  H.  Trick). 

Mr.  Beck :  This  summons  was  served  on  Mr.  W.  H.  Trick 
on  behalf  of  Mr.  W.  B.  Trick. 

Mr.  Turner  :  I  have  no  doubt  that  when  it  became  known 
that  there  was  a  summons  issued  he  was  told  to  say  he  would 
accept  it  on  behalf  of  Mr.  W.  B.  Trick.  It  was  made  out  in 
the  name  of  Scott-Russell,  and,  of  course,  the  warrant-officer 
would  not  know  for  whom  it  was  meant. 

Tte  summons,  it  was  stated,  was  endorsed,  "Served  on 
the  manager,  Mr.  Trick." 

Mr.  Da  Rutzen  remarked  that  the  person  who  was  sum- 
moned was  Mr.  Scott-Russell,  and  the  summons  was  taken 
out,  rightly  or  wrongly,  against  the  young  gentleman  who  at 
the  time  of  Mr.  Brown's  visit  represented  himself  to  be  Mr. 
Scott-Russe  11. 

The  name  of  Scott-Russell  was  again  called,  and  as  Mr. 
W.  H.  Trick  did  not  answer  Mr.  De  Rutzen  announced  his 
intention  of  granting  a  warrant  for  his  arrest.  After  a  con- 
sultation with  Mr.  Beck,  Mr.  W.  B.  Trick  resumed  his  seat 
in  the  body  of  the  court,  and  Mr.  W.  H.  Trick  came  forward 
and  took  his  place. 

Mr.  Brown  then  produced  the  melical  and  dentists'" 
registers,  in  neither  of  which  the  names  Scott-Russell  or 
W.  H.  Trick  appeared.  He  gave  evidence  bearing  out  the 
facts  as  related  by  counsel  in  his  opening  remarks,  adding" 
that  when  he  called  on  the  defendant  the  latter  told  him 
that  Mr.  Trick,  who  carried  on  the  business,  was  on  the 
register.  Witness  told  him  that  that  might  be,  but  it  was 
he,  Mr.  Russell,  who  could  not  hold  himself  out  as  a  dentist. 
"  Oh,  then  Mr.  Trick  must  put  that  right,"  returned  the 
defendant. 

In  cross-examination  he  said  that  when  he  first  called  on 
the  defendant  he  walked  into  the  room  as  an  ordinary 
patient  would,  but  as  soon  as  he  could  he  made  known  the 
object  of  his  visit  to  him.  The  defendant  did  not  say  to 
him,  when  he  asked  for  Mr.  Scott-Russell,  that  if  he  wanted 
any  professional  treatment  he  could  attend  to  him.  He 
knew  that  in  some  cases  persons  practiced  in  more  than  one 
town  simultaneously. 

Mr.  Beck:  Would  your  Association  take  any  objection  to 
the  persons  managing  those  different  establishments  pro- 
vided they  were  qualified  men  ? 

Witness  :  If  they  were  not  on  the  register  the  Association 
cculd  prosecute. 

For  the  defence  Mr.  Beck  submitted  that  there  was  no 
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reason  whatever  for  these  proceedings.  Had  the  British 
Dental  Association  made  proper  inquiries,  or  had  they  taken 
advantage  of  the  offer  that  was  made  to  them  to  give  an 
explanation,  the  summons  would  never  have  been  taken  out. 
This  was  really  a  case  of  a  registered  dentist,  Mr.  W.  B. 
Trick,  carrying  on  a  practice  under  the  name  of  Scott- 
Russell,  and  he  had  a  perfect  right  to  do  that.  The  summons 
was  that  Scott- Russell,  not  beiDg  registered  under  the  Dentists 
Act,  held  himself  out  to  be  a  person  specially  qualified. 
Now  the  question  was,  "  Who  is  Scott-Russell  ? "  The 
carrying-on  of  a  practice  in  another  name  was  not  at  all 
unknown  in  this  profession  as  well  as  in  others.  There  were 
numbers  of  old-established  firms  of  solicitors  with  a  valued 
name  and  title  which  were  kept  up  after  the  death  of  the 
principal.  And  the  same  with  chemists.  The  President  of 
the  Pharmaceutical  Society  and  the  late  President  both 
carried  on  business  in  names  other  than  their  own,  for  the 
simple  reason  that  there  was  a  value  attached  to  the  old 
names.*  He  did  not  know  whether  the  origin  of  this  trouble 
was  that  the  defendant,  when  he  was  approached,  did  not 
say  he  was  not  Scott-Russell.  Why  should  he  ?  What  did 
it  matter  who  attended  to  the  patients  so  long  as  they 
received  proper  attention  from  qualified  men  ?  The  facts  of 
the  case  were  perfectly  simple.  Mr.  W.  H.  Trick,  the 
defendant,  was,  although  not  registered,  a  properly  qualified 
dental  surgeon,  and  had  been  a  demonstrator  in  one  of  the 
London  hospitals.  He  started  this  business  himself,  but 
subsequently,  because  it  wanted  financing,  Mr.  W.  B.  Trick 
took  it  over,  and  engaged  the  defendant  as  manager.  That 
was  the  reason  why  the  name  Scott-Russell,  late  W.  H. 
Trick,  was  on  the  door. 

Mr.  Da  Rutzen  asked  if  the  defendant  was  registered  as 
Scott-Russell. 

Mr.  Beck:  The  person  summoned  is  Scott-Russell.  Sup- 
posing you  convicted  Scott-Russell,  and  the  penalty  was 
enforceable  by  distraint  on  the  goods,  whose  goods  would 
be  seized  ?  Mr.  W.  B.  Trick's.  And  supposing  this  were  a 
case  in  which  the  defendant  was  liable  to  imprisonment, 
who  would  go  to  prison  ? 

Mr.  Do  Rutzen :  That  is  a  question  which  will  come  on 
lat.r. 

Continuing,  Mr.  Beck  said  that  the  gentleman  before  his 
AVorship  was  not  Mr.  Scott-Russell,  and  he  had  never  held 
himself  out  to  be  Mr.  Scott-Russell. 

Mr.  De  Rutzen  :  He  said  he  was. 

Mr.  Beck  continued  that  the  evidence  showed  clearly  that 
the  witness  could  have  ascertained  who  Mr.  Scott-Russell 
was  if  he  had  chosen  to  make  inquiries.  That  name,  he 
added,  was  assumed  merely  for  the  reason  that  if  any 
financial  dispute  arose  there  would  be  no  question  as  to  who 
was  the  owner  of  the  business — a  question  which  might 
otherwise  arise,  as  both  parties  to  the  agreement  were  of 
the  same  surname. 

Mr.  De  Rutzen  questioned  whether  another  summons  ought 
not  to  be  taken  out  against  Mr.  W.  B.  Trick. 

Mr.  Turner  replied  that  if  he  did  that  the  summons  as 
against  the  present  defendant  would  have  to  be  withdrawn. 

Walter  Henry  Trick,  on  oath,  said  he  had  a  diploma 
authorising  him  to  practise  in  dental  surgery.  He  had  had 
about  ten  years'  experience,  and  was  managing  his  cousin's 
business.  When  Mr.  Brown  called  upon  him  he  told  him 
that  if  he  had  called  upon  any  business  matter  he  would 
communicate  with  Mr.  W.  B.  Trick.  Mr.  Brown  might  have 
said  to  him,  "  You,  Mr.  Scott-Russell,  must  not  hold  yourself 
out  as  a  dentist." 

Mr.  Turner :  Why  did  you  not  then  say,  "  I  am  not  Mr. 
Scott-Russell "  ? 

Witness  :  I  don't  know. 

Eventually  Mr.  Di  Rutzen  said  it  was  perfectly  clear,  the 
agreement  having:  been  put  in,  that  defendant  parted  with 
the  business  in  1896,  and  was  appointed  manager.  He  pro- 
posed to  consider  his  decision,  and  adjourned  the  case  until 
Monday. 

Decision. 

The  case  next  came  before  the  Court  on  Monday, 
January  7,  when  Mr.  De  Rutzen,  in  summing  up  the  evidence, 
said  that  a  summons  had  very  properly  been  taken  out 
against  Mr.  W.  H.  Trick,  who  had  said  he  was  Scott-Russel'. 

*  This  apparently  refers  to  Mr.  Hills  and  Mr.  Carteighe.  The 
present  President  trades  under  his  own  name. — Editor. 


The  summons  was  served  upon  him,  but  instead  of  him 
appearing,  Mr.  W.  B.  Trick  at  first  answered  the  summons. 
The  question  to  be  decided  was  whether  W.  H.  Trick 
was  liable.  From  the  evidence  it  appeared  that  the  business 
was  sold  by  the  defendant  to  his  cousin,  Mr.  W.  B.  Trick. 
That  might  possibly  have  accounted  for  the  fact  that  W.  B. 
Trick  was  the  person  who,  in  the  first  instance,  answered  the 
summons,  although  it  was  not  served  upon  him.  Under  the 
agreement  the  defendant  appeared  to  be  only  managing 
the  business,  and  in  those  circumstances  it  was  probable 
that  the  Dental  Association  would  think  it  a  better  course  to 
take  out  a  summons  as  against  W.  H.  Trick. 

Mr.  Turner  remarked  that  he  had  intended  doing  that,  but 
since  the  previous  week  he  had  been  told  that  the  defendant 
had  proceeded  to  register,  and  therefore  he  would  withdraw 
the  summons  altogether. 

This  was  accordingly  done. 

Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Acts. 

"Irish  Butter." 

The  Lancashire  Quarter  Sessions  decided  last  week  that 
"  Irish  butter  "  is  natural  butter  cured  with  brine.  A  co- 
operative society  at  Rawtenstall  was  under  Section  6  of  the 
Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Act  fined  51.  and  costs  on  January  12, 
1898,  for  selling  such  a  butter  containing  19'6  per  cent,  of 
water.  This  appeal  had  been  waiting  since,  in  the  hope 
that  the  Board  of  Agriculture  m;ght  appoint  a  commission 
to  deal  with  such  matters,  but  there  is  no  hope  of  the  kind, 
and  by  agreement  the  appeal  was  heard  last  week.  Amongst 
the  witnesses  for  the  authorities  were  Mr.  W.  Collingwocd 
Williams,  F.I.C.,  Dr.  Campbell  Brown,  and  Sir  Charles 
Cameron,  all  of  whom  testified  that  19,3  per  cent,  of  water 
is  excessive  even  for  Irish  butter.  Professor  Tichborne  was 
the  only  professional  witness  for  the  appellants,  and  he 
defended  the  brine-process  of  preserving.  The  Court  quashed 
the  previous  decisk  n  on  the  ground  that  the  purchaser  asked 
for  Irish  butter  for  ll±d.,  ani  the  appellants'  witnesses  had 
established  that  the  term  "  Irish  butter"  had  been  known  for 
many  years  as  meaning  butter  from  Ireland  salted  to  about 
5  per  cent,  so  as  to  keep  good  for  some  months  ;  but  the 
term  does  not  include  "  Irish  creamery  "  butter,  which  is 
more  lightly  salted.  Respondents  had  said  that  the  per- 
centage of  water  need  not  exceed  16  per  cent.,  but  no 
evidence  was  produced  which  satisfied  the  Court  that  this 
could  be  done  successfully  on  a  commercial  scale.  There 
was  no  suggestion  that  the  water  was  added  or  left  in  with 
any  fraudulent  intent.  The  Court  nevertheless  thought  it  to 
be  desirable  for  the  Board  of  Agriculture  to  have  the 
question  of  butter  standards  decided  soon. 

"Somerset  House"  Decides. 

At  Portsmouth  last  week,  Joseph  Jeffery,  grocer,  1  South 
Road,  Buckland,  appeared  to  answer  a  summons  adjourned 
from  October  8  last  for  selling  baking-powder  which  was 
alleged  to  have  been  adulterated  with  alum  to  the  extent  of 
977  per  cent.  At  defendant's  request  a  sample  of  the 
baking-powder  was  sent  to  Somerset  House  for  further 
analysis.  Mr.  E.  Bolitho,  for  the  defendant,  now  produced 
a  certificate  which  stated  that  the  sample  submitted  was 
quite  free  from  alum.  The  Bench  dismissed  the  case,  and 
ordered  the  prosecution  to  pay  3/.  3s.,  the  defendant's  costs, 
1Z.  14*.  paid  to  the  prosecutor  for  an  adjournment,  and 
11.  Is.,  the  cost  of  the  analysis  at  Somerset  House. 

Arsexic  in  Beer. 
At  the  Manchester  City  Police  Court  on  January  8,  the  first 
of  a  number  of  summonses  against  retailers  of  beer  alleged  to 
be  arsenious  was  heard.  The  defendant  was  Elizabeth 
Goulder,  of  34  Medlock  Street,  Hulme,  and  the  summons, 
which  was  taken  out  under  Section  6  of  the  Act  charged 
her  with  selling  beer  not  of  the  nature,  quality,  and  substance 
demanded  by  the  purchaser,  as  it  was  found  to  contain 
arsenious  acid  to  the  extent  of  £  gr.  per  gallon  on  the 
analysis  of  Mr.  C.  Estcourt,  public  analyst,  Manchester, 
who  gave  evidence.  Drs.  Niven  and  McClery  gave  evidence 
showing  the  deleterious  effects  that  beer  containing  that 
amount  of  arsenic  would  have  on  the  consumer.  This 
was  the  case  for  the  prosecution. 
Mr.  Fl  jtcher  Moulton  submitted  that  the  summons  should 
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not  have  been  taken  out  under  Section  6  but  under  Sections  3 
and  4.  Section  3  said  that  "  No  person  shall  mix,  colour,  stain, 
or  powder,  or  order  cr  permit  any  other  person  to  mix, 
colour,  stain,  or  powder,  any  article  of  food  with  any 
ingredient  or  material  so  as  to  render  the  article  injurious 
to  health,  with  intent  that  the  same  may  be  sold  in  that 
state,"  and  Section  4  was  similar  but  related  to  drugs.  So 
far  as  the  present  case  was  concerned,  he  submitted  that  his 
client  was  innocent  of  any  offence  under  Section  6,  because 
it  did  not  refer  to  cases  where  the  article  asked  for  was  sold 
in  a  contaminated  state,  but  did  refer  to  cases  where  that 
which  was  sold  was  not  tee  article  demanded  at  all. 

Mr.  Byrne,  for  the  prosecution,  urged  that  under  Sections 
3  and  4  it  was  necessary  to  bring  home  to  the  defendant  a 
guilty  knowledge  and  intention,  which  was  a  much  more 
serious  matter  than  a  case  brought  under  Section  6.  He 
submitted  that  wherever  the  article  of  food  purchased  was 
not  of  the  nature,  substance,  or  quality  demanded,  whether 
by  the  addition  of  injurious  or  non-injurious  matters,  the 
retailer  who  sold  it  was  liable  to  be  convicted,  and  if  there 
was  any  hardship  it  was  the  business  of  the  retailer  to 
provide  himself  with  a  shield  by  obtaining  a  warranty  from 
the  maker  of  the  article. 

Mr.  Headlam,  the  Stipendiary,  adjourned  the  summons  to 
January  29  to  consider  the  points  raised. 

Milk  of  Sulphur. 

At  Swansea  on  January  9,  Pierce  Booley,  general  dealer, 
Llanrhidian  Swansea,  was  charged  with  selling  milk  of  sulphur 
containing  49  per  cent,  of  sulphate  of  lime.  Mr.  Vanderpump 
appeared  for  the  prosecution,  and  Mr.  Hy.  Thompson  for  the 
defence,  which  had  been  taken  up  by  the  Chemists'  Defence 
Association,  on  behalf  of  a  member,  a  wholesale  manufactur- 
ing chemist  at  Swansea  who  supplied  the  defendant  as  retailer. 
The  label  on  the  package  sold  by  defendant  distinctly  stated 
"  This  is  a  mixture  of  pure  sulphur  with  calcium  sulphate, 
usually  called  milk  of  sulphur,"  and  Mr.  Vanderpump  at 
once  asked  that  the  summons  might  be  withdrawn,  and  the 
Bench  allowed  defendant  one  guinea  as  costs. 


Fertilisers  and  Feeding- stuffs  Act. 

Deficient  in  Phosphates. 

At  the  Pontypridd  Police  Court  on  January  9,  Edward 
Jenkins,  of  Church  Village,  was  summoned  by  three  farmers 
for  having  sold  basic  slag  deficient  in  phosphates.  In  each 
case  the  invoice  given  to  the  farmers  guaranteed  that  the 
slag  contained  33  to  45  per  cent,  total  phosphates,  whereas 
in  one  case  it  contained  only  29  01,  in  another  28  2,  and  in 
the  third  27  per  cent.  In  defence  it  was  contended  that  the 
analyst's  certificate  was  bad,  inasmuch  as  it  did  not  state 
the  exact  ingredients  of  which  the  article  was  composed  ; 
and,  further,  that  the  prosecution  had  not  proved  that  it  was 
a  manufactured  article.  The  Stipendiary  Magistrate,  how- 
ever, imposed  a  fine  in  each  case  of  5/.  and  costs,  or  a  total 
for  the  three  of  2,11.  2s.  3d.    Notice  of  appeal  was  given. 

County  Court  Case. 

Maggots  in  Wilson's  Food. 

In  the  City  of  London  Court  on  Wednesday,  January  9, 
before  Mr.  Registrar  Wild,  the  Wilson  Food  Company, 
8  Water  Lane,  Blackfriars,  sued  Mr.  J.  W.  Goodwin,  of  the 
Herbal  Medicine-stores,  16  Park  Street,  Stockport,  to  recover 
11.  10.s.,  balance  of  account  for  Wilson's  Food  supplied.  Mr. 
Hopwood,  solicitor  for  the  defendant,  said  he  bad  a  pre- 
liminary objection  to  take  to  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Court  to 
try  the  case.  The  order  was  given  at  Stockport,  he  said, 
and  part  payment  had  been  made  to  the  plaintiffs  at  Boston, 
Lincolnshire,  whence  the  goods  had  been  supplied.  No  part 
of  the  cause  of  action  arose  within  the  City,  and  therefore 
he  submitted  the  Court  had  no  jurisdiction.  The  Registrar 
observed  that  the  plaintiffs  carried  on  business  in  the  City, 
and  they  were  entitled  to  have  their  account  paid  at  that 
address,  so  the  Court  had  jurisdiction.  The  plaintiffs' 
representative  then  explained  that  an  order  was  received 
from  defendant  for  4  doz.  tins  of  Wilson's  Food.  A  sum  of 
14s.  had  been  paid,  and  an  allowance  of  19s.  was  made, 
leaving  a  balance  due  of  11.  10s.    In  answer  to  the  Registrar, 


the  defendant  said  that  the  ground  upon  which  he  refused  to 
pay  the  balance  of  the  account  was  that  the  food  was  bad. 
The  plaintiffs'  representative  pointed  out  that  the  fcod  had 
been  supplied  in  August  last  upon  an  order  given  in  July. 
The  plaintiffs  could  not  guarantee  the  food  from  going  bad 
if  it  was  exposed  in  the  window  or  if  heat  was  thrown  upon 
the  tins  of  food  from  the  sun.  All  cereals,  to  a  certain 
extent,  generated  life  when  exposed  to  heat.  The  defendant 
.'aid  he  received  6  doz.  tins  of  Wilson's  Food  on  August  2. 
He  could  not  say  what  condition  the  goods  were  in  when 
they  arrived.  He  did  not  open  them,  but  he  looked  upon  them 
as  being  good.  He  had  ordered  2  gross  of  the  "  food,"  and 
he  required  the  first  delivery  to  consist  of  6  doz.  After  he 
had  delivery  of  the  "  food,"  he  sold  some  to  a  customer  about 
a  week  after.  In  the  course  of  six  or  eight  weeks  the  customer 
brought  back  one  of  the  tins  of  "food"  with  a  maggot  in.  That 
caused  him  (defendant)  to  open  other  tins,  and  amongst 
them  he  found  several  with  maggots.  Mr.  Registrar  Wild 
pointed  out  that  the  defendant  had  had  the  goods  for  nearly 
three  months.  The  defendant  said  he  had  kept  them  in  a 
perfectly  good  condition  and  not  exposed  to  heat.  Dummy 
tins  were  to  be  exposed  in  the  windows.  He  had  had 
another  tin  of  the  food  returned  by  a  customer,  which  led 
him  to  take  the  steps  he  had  with  regard  to  the  delivery  of 
the  food  to  him.  He  had  the  tins  of  food  in  Court  which 
had  been  returned  to  him  by  his  customers,  and  he  also  had 
some  unopened  tins  to  show  to  the  Court  if  it  was  desirable. 
In  cross-examination  the  defendant  said  he  had  found  a 
maggot  in  each  of  three  tins  he  had  opened.  One  maggot 
was  quite  sufficient  for  him  to  be  prosecuted  under  the  Sale 
of  Foods  and  Drugs  Act  if  he  sold  such  stuff  as  fit  for  human 
fcod.  Ihe  sample  tins  of  food  which  were  given  to 
distribute  to  his  customers  were  in  the  same  condition.  At 
the  request  of  the  plaintiffs'  representative  one  of  the  un- 
opened tins  of  food  was  opened  in  Court.  Upon  this  being 
done  the  defendant  said  there  were  no  maggots  to  be  seen 
at  the  top  of  the  tin.  Another  tin  was  opened  and  maggots 
were  said  to  be  discovered.  A  tin  of  the  food  was  handed 
to  the  Registrar,  and  he  said  he  saw  no  directions  printed 
on  the  tins  warning  the  public  that  they  should  not  expose 
the  tins  of  food  to  heat.  The  defendant  said  he  objected  to 
the  food  because  of  the  maggots.  Mr.  Registrar  Wild 
pointed  out  to  the  plaintiffs'  representative  that  tradesman 
could  not  carry  on  business  and  sell  goods  with  maggots  in 
them.  There  must  be  judgment  for  the  defendant,  who 
would  be  allowed  his  expenses  from  Stockport,  altogether 
amounting  to  21.  10s.  8d. 


Bankruptcy  IReport. 


Ee  W.  H.  Courtenay,  5  St.  John  Street,  Smithfield,  Produce 
Importer  and  Exporter. 

At  a  meeting  of  creditors  held  at  the  London  Bankruptcy 
Court  on  January  4,  it  was  stated  that  debtor  in  1894  commenced 
business  as  a  sauce-manufacturer  at  Worcester,  under  the  style 
of  "  Courtenay  &  Co."  In  1897,  being  in  financial  difficulties,  he 
assigned  the  business  to  Mr.  Dobbs  as  security  for  money 
advanced  with  which  to  carry  it  on,  and  in  the  following  November 
Courtenay's  Worcester  Sai  ce  Syndicate  (Limited)  was  formed  to 
acquire  and  carry  on  the  concern.  He  removed  to  London  in 
February,  1900,  and  started  the  St.  John  Street  business  with  a 
capital  of  400Z.  That  amount  proved  to  be  inadequate,  and  in 
October  he  converted  the  business  into  a  limited  company  with  a 
capital  of  10,000/.,  but  up  to  the  present  the  subscriptions  have 
not  justified  the  directors  in  proceeding  to  allotment.  The  com- 
pany's assets  are  only  valued  at  50/.,  exclusive  of  the  trade-marks, 
and  the  business  connections  of  the  debtor,  who  acts  as  managing 
director.  Legal  proceedings  are  pending  in  the  courts  respecting- 
an  injunction  restraining  him  from  using  the  name  of  Courtenay. 
The  debtor  has  not  yet  filed  his  accounts,  but  roughly  returns  his 
liabilities  at  8,000/.  or  9,000/.,  and  states  that  his  principal  asset 
is  his  interest  in  Courtenay's  Worcester  Sauce  Syndicate  (Limited). 
He  intimated  that  the  greater  part  of  the  indebtedness  would  not 
be  pressed,  and  he  hoped  to  be  able  to  pay  20?.  in  the  pound  to 
the  ordinary  creditors.    The  meeting  was  adjourned  to  January  18. 


Private  Arrangements. 

Be  James  Fraser  &  Co.,  Canal  Place,  Aberdeen,  Chemical- 
manufacturers. 

At  a  private  meeting  of  the  creditors  held  at  Aberdeen  on 
December  24,  the  creditors  decided,  in  the  absence  of  a  satisfac- 
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tory  offer  of  composition,  that  the  trustee  carry  on  the  business 
as  a  going  concern,  that  the  business  be  put  up  for  sale  by  public 
auction,  and  that  a  small  committee  be  appointed  to  assist  the 
trustee  in  the  realisation  of  the  estate.  The  liabilities  are 
scheduled  at  3,108/.,  and  the  available  assets  at  2,3 15/.  Amongst 
the  creditors  are  the  following  firms : — 


Allen,  F.,  &  Sons,  London  

Anglo-American  Caramel  Company,  Man- 
chester   

Anglo-Continental  Chemical-works  (Limi- 
ted^, London 

Bush,  W.  J.,  &  Co.  (Limited),  London  ... 

Clayton  &  Jowett  (Limited1,  Liverpool  ... 

Fry,  J.  S.,  &  Co.  (Limited),  Bristol 

Meadowcroft,  W.,  &  Son  (Limited),  Black- 
burn   

Ogsten  &  Tennant  (Limited),  Aberdeen... 

Patterson,  W.,  &  Sons,  Aberdeen... 

Poynter,  J.,  Son  &  Macdonald,  Glasgow 

Rylands'  Glass  and  Engineering  Company 
(Limited),  Barnsley 


£ 

s. 

d. 

3 

9 

5 

3 

4 

1 

1 

4 

0 

10 

11 

3 

8 

15 

1 

6 

7 

6 

30 

3 

11 

42 

18 

4 

17 

8 

4 

65 

10 

3 

28 

8 

0 

Be  David  Arthur  Davies,  Gowerton,  Chemist  and  Druggist. 

In  connection  with  this  matter  a  circular  has  been  issued  to  the 
creditors  by  Mr.  Davies's  solicitor,  in  which  it  is  stated  that  owing 
to  the  stoppage  of  the  Gowerton  Steelworks  and  the  loss  of  trade 
caused  thereby,  debtor  does  not  take  sufficient  to  pay  working- 
expenses,  and  offers  his  creditors  5s.  in  the  pound  in  settlement  of 
their  claims.  Debtor  began  business  at  Gowerton  three  years 
ago  with  a  capital  of  80/.  borrowed  from  his  father.  Trade-debts 
are  stated  at  76?.  15s.  Gd.,  and  in  addition  he  owes  his  sister  40/., 
but  if  the  trade-creditors  accept  the  composition  offered,  both 
the  father  and  sister  are  prepared  to  wait  for  their  dividend  until 
the  other  creditors  are  disposed  of.  The  estate  is  worth  about 
60/.    The  following  are  creditors  :  — 

£  s.  d. 

Evans,  Lescher  &  Webb,  Bartholomew 
Close,  E.C  36  19  0 

Hodgkinsons,  Clarke,  &  Ward,  101  White- 
cross  Street,  E.C   7  10  0 

Hicks  &  Co.  (Limited),  wholesale  drug- 
gists, Cardiff    4    0  8 

Ford,  Shapland  &  Co.,  6  Great  Turnstile, 

London,  W.C   2  17  1 

Goodbody  &  Co.,  wholesale  tobacconists, 

Cardiff    7  14  8 

Spratts  (Limited',  Fenchurch  Street,  E.C.     4  14  1 


<5a3?tte. 


©eefce  of  arrangement 

TTag-le,  Garrett  T.,  28  Bolton  Street,  Dublin,  pharmaceutical 
chemist. 


£ 

8. 

(/. 

63 

9 

3 

70 

1 

0 

2 

5 

9 

17 

7 

7 

25 

0 

0 

30 

0 

0 

15 

0 

0 

2 

16 

9 

46 

11 

9 

16 

8 

0 

9 

14 

3 

5 

3 

11 

Boileau  &  Boyd  (Limited),  Dublin 


McMaster,  Hodgson  &:  Co.,  Dublin 
Nagle,  Francis,  Dublin 

Nagle,  Joseph,  Dublin   

Nagle,  Richard  F.,  Dublin  

Newbery,  F.,  &  Sons,  London 
Sanger,  John,  &  Co.  (Limited),  London  ... 
Sharp   Brothers    Soap   and  Perfumery 

Company  (Limited),  London 
Townsend,  James  &  Sons,  Exeter 

Bankers'  claims  ... 

Shoesmith,  Emma,  Exors.  of  (Martha  A.  Shoesmith,  Annie 
Shoesmith,  Albert  E  Shoesmith,  and  Hobson  Shoesmith, 
trading  as  above),  Talbot  Botanical  Brewery,  5  Elizabeth 
Street,  Blackpool,  and  Shoesmith's  Botanical  Brewery,  River 
Street,  Rochdale,  botanical-beer  and  mineral-water  manu- 
facturers. 

£    s.  d. 

Bratby  &  Hinchliffe,  Manchester        ...    201    0  0 

Breffit,  E.,  &  Co.,  Castleford    175    0  0 

Duckworth,  J.,  Manchester    14    0  0 

Field,  C.  W.,  &  Co.,  Liverpool   122    0  0 

Pearson  &  Co.,  Chesterfield    70    0  0 

Saccharin  Corporation  (Limited),  London     16    0  0 

In  1899,  9,064  tons  of  sulphur  were  exported  from 
Hakodate,  Japan,  against  7,140  tons  in  1898:  2,314  tons 
went  into  consumption  in  Japan,  and  the  stocks  at  the  end 
of  the  year  were  about  2,470  tons. 


Partnerships  Dissolved. 

Chambers,  T.  R.,  and  Ryle,  A,  8.,  under  the  style  of 
Chambers  &  Ryle,  Oxford,  and  Hinbury  Terrace,  London, 
N.,  dental  surgeons. 

Gee,  E,,  Gee,  B.  G.  H.,  Ball,  E.,  and  Patterson,  W.  R., 

under  the  style  of  B.  Young  &  Co.,  Spa  Road,  Bermondsey, 
S.E.,  and  under  the  style  of  T.  Palmer  &  Co.,  Bristol,  glue 
and  size  manufacturers ;  so  far  as  regards  the  said  W.  R. 
Patterson. 

Henchley,  A.  R.,  and  Jennings,  R.  E.  W.,  under  the 
style  of  Henchley  &  Jennings,  Blagdon,  Churchill,  Congres- 
bury,  and  Yatton,  Somersetshire,  physicians,  surgeons,  and 
apothecaries. 

Johnson,  E.  G.,  and  Tones,  W.  G.,  under  the  style  of 
Cartledge,  Johnson  &:  Jones,  Sheffield,  veterinary  surgeons. 

Maw,  C,  Thompson,  J.,  Ma-jr,  C.  T.,  and  IVIaw,  Itt.  T., 

under  the  style  of  S.  Maw,  Son  &  Thompson,  Aldersgate  Street, 
E.C,  sur^eons'-instrument  mikers  and  druggists'  sundries- 
men  ;  so  far  as  regards  J.  Thompson. 

Mawby,  F.  W.,  and  Evans,  K.  W.,  under  the  style  of 
Miwby  &  Evans,  Littleport,  Cambridgeshire,  surgeons  and 
apothecaries. 

Miller,  J.,  and  Cooke,  W.  C,  under  the  style  of  Miller  & 
Cooke,  Kettering,  Northamptonshire,  mineral-water  manu- 
facturers. 

Whitcombe,  C,  and  Rogers,  F.,  under  the  style  of  Whit- 
combe  &  Rogers,  Petworth,  Sussex,  chemists  and  druggists. 

Adjudication. 
Walton,  Ambrose,  Marple,  Cheshire,  analytical  chemist. 

From  the  "  Edinburgh  Gazette." 

Sequestration. 

Flynn,  William,  residing  at  5  Bruce  Street,  Annan,  in  the 
county  of  Dumfries,  and  carrying  on  business  as  a  chemist  at 
134  High  Street,  Annan,  aforesaid,  under  the  firm  name  or 
style  of  Brember  &  Co.  Creditors  will  meet  in  the  Queens- 
berry  Hotel,  Annan,  January  15,  at  3  o'clock.  Dobbie  & 
Watson,  solicitors,  Annan,  agents. 


1Rew  Companies  &  Company  IFlews. 

Litho-Ceramic  Art  Company  (Limited)  takes  power  to  trade 
as  chemists.  Charles  J.  Greenley  is  managing  director,  and  the 
registered  office  is  Union  Mill  Street,  Wolverhampton. 

Britannia  Worxs  Company  (Limited).— Capital  100/.,  in  1/. 
shares.  Objects :  To  carry  on  the  business  of  photographers, 
photographic  printers,  paper-manufacturers,  chemists,  druggists, 
makers  of  dry  plates,  films,  and  photographic  apparatus  and 
materials,  &c. 

J.  S.  Rogers  &  Sons  (Limited). — Capital  20,000/.,  in  10/. 
shares.  Objects  :  To  acquire  the  Rosemill  Chemical-works,  near 
Dundee,  and  to  take  over  the  business  now  carried  on  by 
James  S.  Rogers  &  Son.  The  first  directors  are  James  Rogers, 
William  Rogers,  and  John  Rogers. 

North  African  Salt  and  Trading  Company  (Limited).— 
Capital  16,500/.,  in  1/.  shares  (15,000  preference).  Objects  :  To 
acquire  the  interest  of  the  Carthage  Exploration  Syndicate 
(Limited)  in  the  concession  of  the  Salines  de  la  Soukra,  in  Tunis. 
Registered  office,  1  Victoria  Street,  S.W. 

Pitkeathly  (Limited).— Registered  in  Edinburgh.  Capital 
35,000/.,  in  1/.  shares.  Objects  :  To  acquire  the  business  hitherto 
carried  on  by  the  Pitkeathly  Wells  and  Mineral-water  Company, 
and  to  carry  on  and  develop  the  same.  The  first  directors  are  : — 
E.  Henderson,  A.  Arrol,  D.  Proudfoot,  A.  Ballingal,  and  J.  Grant. 

Oovi-ana  Soap  Company  (Limited).— Capital  4,000/.,  in  450  pre- 
ference shares  of  5/.  each  and  1,750  ordinary  shares  of  11,  each. 
Objects:  To  acquire  the  business  carried  on  at  Billiter  Street, 
E.C.,  as  "  The  Nirmalla  Soap  Company,"  and  to  carry  on  the 
business  of  soap-manufacturers,  oil-refiners,  chemists,  perfumers, 
&c.  The  first  directors  are  H.  P.  Van  Dusen  and  G.  H. 
Holley. 

North  <S:  Co.  (Limited).— Capital  5,C00/.,  in  100  1/.  shares  and 
490  10/.  shares.  Objects  :  To  acquire  the  business  carried  on  by 
W.  J.  I.  North  at  Cobden  Crescent,  Oxford,  and  to  carry  on  the 
business  of  mineral  and  aerated  water  manufacturers,  dealers  in 
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drinks,  essences,  <kc.  The  first  directors  are  W.  J.  I.  North, 
H.  H.  J.  Bartlett,  and  J.  H.  H.  Wenn.  Registered  office,  5  Cobden 
Crescent,  Grandpont,  Oxford. 

King  Midas  Gold  -  paint  and  Specialities  Company 
(Limited).—  Capital  2,500?.,  in  11.  share3.  Objects:  To  acquire 
the  business  carried  on  by  the  King  Midas  Gold-paint  Company, 
in  Liverpool,  to  adopt  an  agreement  with  W.  Wmnard,  and  to 
carry  on  the  business  of  gold-paint  manufacturer*,  oil,  colour,  and 
varnish  manufacturers,  &c.  The  first  directors  are  W.  Winnard, 
C.  L.  Casson,  and  C.  Thorougool.  R?gisterel  office,  85  Dukj 
Street,  Liverpool. 

Henry  Bishop  &  Co.  (Limited).— Capital  1,000?.,  in  11.  shares. 
Objects:  To  carry  on  the  business  of  patent- medicine  manu- 
facturer?, proprietors  and  vendors,  manufacturers  of  and  dealers 
in  proprietary  articles,  general  grocers,  and  storekeepers.  The 
first  subscribers  are  :— W.  Bugg,  M.R.C.V,S.,  Cheshuat ;  T.  Ward, 
Enfield  Wash,  clerk ;  H.  C.  Bren,  64  Lavender  Real,  Battersea, 
Government  official;  I.  P.  Bren,  14  Broadway,  Hammersmith, 
confectioner;  C.  Saville,  18  Avondale  Road,  Beckham,  S.E., 
merchant;  G.  West,  Training  College,  Stockwell,  S.W.,  engineer; 
and  W.  W.  Page,  Hope's  Green  Stores,  South  Burfleet,  tea- 
rnerchant.    H.  Bren  is  the  sole  direstor. 

W.  V.  Wright  (Limited1.— Capital  6,000?.,  in  11.  shares. 
Objects  :  To  acquire  the  business  of  W.  V.  Wright,  and  to  carry 
on  the  business  of  chemists,  druggists,  drysalters,  oil  and  colour 
men,  dentists,  makers  of  photographic,  surgical,  and  scientific 
apparatus  and  materials,  &c.  The  first  subscribers  are  : — W.  V. 
Wright,  25  Broadway,  Hammersmith,  chemist ;  Mrs.  H.  M. 
Wright,  21  Rivercourt  Road,  Hammersmith  ;  G.  Hoskins,  13  Free- 
masons' Road,  Croydon;  S.  C.  Thompson,  25  Broadway,  Hammer- 
smith, chemist's  assistant ;  G.  Lipscomb,  4-7  Lwth  Road,  Camber- 
well,  clerk;  A.  B.  Rickards,  10  Mitre  Court  Chambers,  Temple, 
E.C.,  solicitor;  and  J.  Brown,  9  Obeistein  Road,  New  Wands- 
worth, S.W.,  gentleman. 

Midland  Drug-stores  (Limited).  —  Capital  2,500'.,  in  11. 
shares.  Objects :  To  adopt  an  agreement  with  T.  P.  Bland,  and 
to  carry  on  the  business  of  chemists,  druggists,  mineral-water 
manufacturers,  storekeepers,  &c.  The  first  subscribers  are  : — 
G.  S.  Simpkins,  75  High  Street,  Stourbridge,  chemist ;  Mrs.  A.  A. 
Simpkins,  75  High  Street,  Stourbridge  ;  L.  Stevenson,  5  Union 
Street,  Stourbridge,  chemist;  E.  Rogers,  21  Hagley  Road,  Stour- 
bridge, chemist ;  T.  Wall,  12  Hagley  Road,  Stourbridge,  solicitor ; 
J.  Barratt,  13  Prospect  Hill,  Stourbridge,  registrar  of  births,  &c  ; 
and  G.  F.  James,  12  Hagley  Road,  Stourbridge,  solicitor.  The 
first  directors  are  G.  S.  Simpkins,  T.  F.  Bland,  and  G.  F. 
James.  Qualification,  1  share.  Rsmuneration,  151.  par  annum, 
divisible. 

Coleby  (Limited)  — Capital  1,000?.,  in  11.  shares.  Objects : 
To  take  over  the  business  carried  on  at  165  St.  Leonard's  Road, 
Bromley,  as  "Frederick  Coleby,"  to  adopt  an  agreement 
with  -'Mrs.  H.  Coleby,  and  to  carry  on  the  business  of 
chemists,  druggists,  drysalters,  oil  and  colour  merchants,  manu- 
facturers of  photographic  and  scientific  apparatus  and  materials, 
&c.  The  first  subscribers  are  : — Mrs.  H.  Coleby,  117  Rosendale 
Road,  West  Dulwich,  S.E. ;  J.  F.  Hosken,  12a  CI  arterhouse  Squara, 
EC,  articled  clerk  ;  A.  F.  C.  Walbrcok,  61  Combe  Park,  Bath, 
solicitor ;  C.  R.  D.  Davis,  151  Bentham  Road,  South  Hackney, 
clerk;  H.  T.  Peard,  63  Park  Lane,  Croydon,  solicitor;  A. 
Lickorial  (?),  10  St.  John's  Park  Mansions,  Pemberton  Gardens,  N., 
solicitor;  and  W.  H.  George,  34  Great  Marlborough  Street, 
Regent  Street,  W.,  clerk.  Mrs.  H.  Coleby  is  the  permanent 
managing  director.  Registered  office,  Room  205,  Mansion  House 
Chambers,  E.C. 

Parton,  Son  &  Co.  (Limited). — Capital  30,000?.,  in  1/.  shares 
(15,000  preference).  Objects:  To  acquire  the  business  of  hair- 
merchants,  perfumers,  and  general  merchants  carried  on  by 
Parton,  Son  &  Co.  at  5  and  6  Bull  Ring,  Birmingham,  and  else- 
where, to  adopt  an  agreement  with  C.  Parton,  and  to  carry  on  the 
said  business  and  the  business  of  cutlers,  furniture  dealers, 
ironmongers,  brushmakers,  bottle  makers,  chemists,  druggists, 
jewellers,  opticians,  photographic-material  manufacturers,  dealers 
in  medicines  and  proprietary  articles,  &c.  The  first  subscribers 
are: — C.  Parton,  York  Villa,  Mary  Street,  Balsall  Heath,  near 
Birmingham,  merchant ;  Mrs.  S.  A.  Parton,  York  Villa,  Mary 
Street,  Balsall  Heath,  near  Birmingham  ;  C.  H.  Parton,  Mostyn 
Villa,  Edgbaston  Road,  Moseley,  near  Birmingham,  hair-mer- 
chant; T.  E.  Varnon,  10  Cannon  Hill  Road,  Birmingham, cashier; 
Mrs.  S.  A.  Varnon,  10  Cannon  Hill  Road,  Birmingham  ;  A.  H. 
Johnson,  70  Wilton  Road,  Sparkhill,  Birmingham,  traveller  :  and 
Mrs.  M.  J.  Johnson,  70  Wilton  Road,  Sparkhill,  Birmingham. 
The  first  directors  are  Charles  Parton  (chairman)  and  C.  H.  Parton. 
Qualification,  100?.  Remuneration  of  Charles  Parton,  300?.  per 
annum ;  of  C.  H.  Parton,  200?.  per  annum.  Registered  office, 
5  and  6  Bull  Ring,  Birmingham. 


Sale  op  Shahes. — At  a  sale  of  shares  at  Lincoln  on 
January   4,   thirty  1?.  6  per-cent.  cumulative  prefe:  ence 


shares  in  Boots  (Eastern),  Limited,  Cash  Chemists,  were  sold 
for  28s.  6d.  each. 

London  Produce  Clearing  house  Company  (Limited). 
— The  directors  recommend  dividends  of  4s.  per  share  on  t he- 
ordinary  shares,  making,  with  the  interim  dividend,  12  per 
cent,  per  annum,  and  25?.  per  share  on  ths  founders'  shares, 
carrjing  forward  about  10,000?. 

Fromms  Extract. —At  a  meeting  of  th?  shareholders  held 
on  January  7  at  the  Carey  Street  offices  of  the  Board  of  Trader 
Lincoln's  Inn  Fields,  W.C.,  Mr.  G.  S.  Barnes,  Official  Receiver, 
reported  that  a  petition  had  bsen  presented  to  the  Court  for 
a  compulsory  winding-up  order,  and  Mr.  Justice  Cozens- 
Hardy,  before  complying  with  the  petition,  had  directed  a 
meeting  of  the  shareholders  to  be  hell  in  order  to  ascertain 
their  views  on  the  matter.  After  considerable  discussion  a 
resolution  was  passed  by  14,000  odd  to  13,000  odd  votes 
against  the  company  baing  wound  up  compu!sorily. 


IRevnevvs, 


Contagious  Ophthalmia,  Acute  and  Chronio.    By  Sydney 
Stephenson.  7|x4}.  Pp.81-.   11  illustrations.  2s.  Gd. 
net.    London  :  Bailhere,  Tindall  &  Cox. 
The  early  recognition  of  contagious  ophthalm'a  in  its 
various  forms  is  of  extreme  importance.    One  form — ophthal- 
mia neonatorum,  the  ophthalmia  of  newly  born  children — 
accounts  for  10  per  cent,  of  all  cases  of  blindness,  and  is, 
moreover,  entirely  preventible.    Pharmacists  do  not  treat  the 
various  forms  of  ophthalmia  dealt  with  in  this  book,  but  it  is 
important  to  spectacle-fitters  to  be  able  to  recognise  the 
disease,  and  advise  a  customer  who  appears  to  be  affected  to 
promptly  seek  the  aid  o:  an  oculist. 

Refraction  and,  Hum  to  Rffract,  including  sections  on  Optics, 
Retinoscopy,  the  Fitting  of  Spectacles  and  Eye  glasses.  By 
James  Thorington,  A.M.,  M  D.    200  illustrations  (13 
coloured).     5^  x  8|.     Pp.  301.    7s.  6d.  net.    London  : 
Rebman,  129  Shafcesbury  Avenue,  W.C. 
The  author  is  a  lecturer  on  refraction  at  the  Philadelphia 
Polyclinic,  and  has  arranged  the  book  on  a  systematic  plan. 
The  starting  point  is  the  consideration  of  rajs  of  light,  which 
leads  up  to  a  full  understanding  of  optics.    The  standard 
eye  is  next  explained,  and  the  differeatial  diagnosis  of 
ametropic  eyes  is  told.    Finally,  the  student  is  taught  how 
to  make  ametropic  eyes  equal  to  normal  eyes  by  means 
of  lenses.    Chemists  and  druggist*,  who,  as  a  body,  are 
rapidly  becoming  the  spectacle-fitters  of  the  n»tion,  will 
considerably  enlarge  their  ideas  on  the  subject  by  a  study  of. 
this  book.    The  last  chapter— on  fitting  spectacles— is  good, 
but  all  too  short. 

Inorganic  Chemistry  :  yon-Metallic  and  Metallic  Elements. 
By  Raphael  Meldola,  F.C.S.  Revised  by  J.  Castell 
Evans,  F.l.C.  Fifth  edition.  6J  x  4.  Pp.  333.  2s. 
LondoD,  1900:  Thomas  Mm  by. 
We  are  surprised  to  learn  from  the  preface  to  the  present 
edition  that  this  book  has  baen  in  steady  demand  for  twenty 
years.  That  circumstance  appa-ently  accounts  for  its  re- 
publication in  a  somewhat  imperfectly  revised  form  ;  foot- 
notes and  paragraphs  being  added  here  and  there  to  bring 
it  up  to  date.  The  best  feature  about  the  book  is  that  it 
does  not  appear  to  conform  to  any  recognised  syllabus  of 
chemical  studies.  After  a  chapter  on  general  principles  the 
non-metallic  elemen's  are  considered,  then  the  metals  in 
the  order  of  groups,  theory  being  brought  in  at  appropriate 
places.  No  mention  is  made  of  argon,  helium,  and  other 
recently  discovered  constituents  of  the  air.  It  is  rather  late 
in  the  day  to  say  of  oxygen  "  not  reducible  to  the  liquid 
state  except  at  very  low  temperatures  and  under  great 
pressure."  There  are  many  antiquated  things  like  this  in> 
the  book  ;  in  short,  it  is  so  antiquated  as  to  be  unworthy  of 
Professor  Meldola,  F.R.S  ,  and  we  have  difficulty  in  realising 
that  it  has  been  reprinted  with  his  authority.  It  i» 
"  Meldola's  Chemistry  "  on  the  cover.  We  wonder  how  the- 
Merchandise-marks  Act  would  apply  in  this  case  ? 

Sulphur  thrown  into  the  fire  of  a  stove,  furnace,  or 
fireplace  will  in  a  few  minutes  extinguish  the  fire  in  a 
chimney  or  flue. 
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TO  CORRESPONDENTS.— Please  write  clearly  and  concisely 
on  one  side  of  the  paper  only.  All  communications  should 
be  accompanied  by  the  names  and  addresses  of  the  writers. 
If  queries  are  submitted,  each  should  be  written  on  a  separate 
piece  of  paper.  We  do  not  reply  to  queries  by  post,  and  can 
only  answer  on  subjects  of  general  interest. 


Ipecacuanha- wine. 

Sir, —  Referring  to  the  note  on  the  "Stability  of  Ipeca- 
cuanha-preparations," I  should  say  that  Mr.  Wippell  Gadd  had, 
consciously  or  unconsciously,  followed  Mr.  Groves's  advice 
by  selecting  a  sherry  as  free  from  tannin  as  possible  for  the 
preparation  of  his  vin.  ipecac.  No  one  doubts  that  it  is 
possible  to  make  from  natural  sherry  a  wine  that  will  keep, 
provided  the  sherry  does  not  contain  too  much  tannin.  The 
trouble  is  that  the  tannin  is  a  variable  constituent,  and  the 
difficulty  is  to  be  certain  that  there  is  not  too  much  present. 
By  detannating  the  wine  you  are  certain  to  get  rid  of  the 
undesirable  excess,  and  therefore  you  will  be  on  the  safe 
side.  The  gelatin  process  is  by  no  means  perfect,  for  after 
detannation  the  wine  still  gives  "  decided  reactions  for 
tannin  "  to  the  usual  tests  ;  but  the  proportion  of  tannin  left 
in  is  harmless,  as  ipecacuanha-wine  made  from  gelatin- 
treated  sherry  remains  always  clear  and  active.  On  the 
other  hand,  it  is  still  a  frequent  cause  of  complaint  that  old 
ipecacuanha-wine  is  inactive,  and  if  Mr.  Gadd  has  not  met 
such  complaints  his  experience  has  been  a  happy  one.  It 
would  be  of  great  consequence  if  Mr.  Gadd  would  make  some 
such  comparative  test  as  the  following,  which  would  clear 
up  some  points.  Let  him  select  a  sherry  rich  in  tannin  (or 
add  tannin  to  it  for  that  matter),  make  two  quantities  of 
ipecacuanha-wine,  one  with  this  tannated  wine  and  another 
with  the  same  wine  after  it  has  been  detannated  by  gelatin, 
following  out  precisely  the  B  P.  directions,  and  then  three 
months  afterwards  reporting  as  to  the  physical  appearance 
and  the  alkaloidal  content  cf  the  clear  wines  in  each  case. 
This  will  be  a  test  of  real  value,  and  I  hope  Mr.  Gadd  will 
take  the  trouble  to  carry  it  out.  I  am,  &c, 

Glasgow,  January  5.  Thos.  Maben. 

Sir,— Mr.  H.  W.  Gadd's  note  upon  the  stability  of 
ipecacuanha  preparations  is  most  interesting  to  pharmacists, 
but  it  will  be  observed  that  in  it  there  is  wanting  an  impor- 
tant statement  which  would  be  contained  in  an  answer  to 
the  following  question  :  What  were  the  physical  anel  chemical 
characters  of  the  sherry  used  ?  It  has  been  stated  by  some, 
and  is  believed  by  many,  that  the  official  sherry  is  not  strong 
enough  in  spirit  or  esters,  or  both  of  these,  for  pharmaceutical 
purposes,  and  for  that  reason  (with  others)  the  vina  are  not 
a  huge  success  medicinally  or  pharmaceutically. 

Birmingham,  January  8.  F.  H.  ALCOCK. 

Concerning  Cascara  and  the  Conference. 

Sir, — The  classical  division  of  commercial  ova  is  into 
new-laid  eggs,  fresh  ep;gs,  and  eggs.  There  is  also  the  fluid 
extract  of  cascara,  which  the  conscientious  but  old-fashioned 
chemist  makes  himself  according  to  the  B.P. ;  there  is  that 
which  he  buys  (on  much  more  favourable  terms)  from 
wholesale  houses  as  such  ;  and  there  is,  finally,  the  cascara- 
extract  of  the  dispensaries.  Samples  of  this  last  sent  into 
a  laboratory  where  I  occasionally  work,  have  averaged 
during  the  past  couple  of  years  from  18  to  32  per  cent,  of 
solid  extract.  These  were  from  various  Union  dispensaries 
in  Ireland.  A  fluid  extract  with  as  low  a  percentage  as 
15  I  have  found  to  be  supplied  by  a  leading  wholesale  house 
to  a  pharmacist.  Before  entering  into  a  consideration  of  the 
matter,  it  would  be  well  to  define  what  we  mean  by  "  per 
cent."  In  a  note  to  a  communication  last  week  you  define 
it  as  the  number  of  grammes  per  100  c  c.  But  the  custom 
of  most  analysts  is  to  give  percentages  as  per  weight — parts 
that  is,  in  100  parts  by  weight.  This  would  give  a  difference 
in  results  of  over  10  per  cent.  Obviously,  the  reports  of 
two  analysts  on  the  same  sample  of  tincture  of  quinine 
should  also  differ  very  greatly  if  one  calculated  percentage 


as  grammes  per  100  c.c.  whilst  another  reported  it  as  parts 
per  100  parts  by  weight.  I  am  somewhat  surprised  that 
Messrs.  Let  lie  should  take  exception  to  Professor  Lapper's 
analysis,  when  it  credits  them  with  more  extractive  than 
they  lay  claim  to.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  every  shop-round  of 
cascara  contains  a  fluid  which  has  become  markedly  acetous 
through  the  changes  of  temperature  inevitable  on  a  shelf  \ 
hence  the  extractive  becomes  largely  insoluble,  and  is  pre- 
cipitated. Thus  the  top  layer  will  contain  much  less 
extractive  than  the  lower  part.  Again,  it  would  be  a 
revelation  to  see  the  containers  in  which  samples  for 
analysis  are  sent  from  the  Unions.  Bottles  are  unsuitable  ; 
corks  are  leaky.  Volatile  substances  are  sent  in  chip  boxes  ; 
containers  are  dirty  or  contain  rinsing-water,  and  some- 
samples  are  unlabelled.  It  mostly  lies  with  the  conscience- 
of  the  analyst  whether  he  will  accept  them  or  not.  In  spite 
of  the  multiplicity  of  books,  it  is  a  difficult  thing  to  arrive 
at  the  bibliography  of  cascara  in  an  accessible  form.  Thus, 
in  the  twenty  volumes  of  the  "  Twentieth-century  Practice 
of  Medicine,"  I  do  not  find  cascara  considered  worthy  of  a 
note  ;  and  in  Professor  Attfield's  "  Digest "  the  record  of 
contemporary  criticism  is  jejune  and  meagre. 

Yours  truly, 

Dublin,  January  7.  J.  C.  McWalter. 

N.B. — If  the  Conference  were  to  publish  a  list  of  tests, 
and  standards,  it  would  save  analysts  trouble  and  manufac- 
turers explanations. 

The  Etymology  of  Antimony. 

Sir, — In  the  discussion  on  the  etymology  of  antimony, 
frequent  reference  has  been  made  to  Basil  Valentine,  who  is 
assumed  by  most  authorities  (including  Dr.  Murray)  to  have 
flourished  in  the  fifteenth  century.  The  latest  edition  of 
Chambers's  "  Encyclopedia,"  however,  states  that  Kopp  and 
Schorlemmer  have  proved  that  "  Basil  Valentine  "  was  only 
the  nam  deplume  of  one  Johann  Tholde,  who  lived  and  wrote 
as  late  as  the  seventeenth  century. 

Yours  truly, 

Brighton,  January  8.  C.  S.  Ashton. 

A  Point  for  Reconsideration. 

Sir, — In  framing  Clause  4  of  the  new  Pharmacy  Bill  four 
courses  were  open  to  the  committee.  They  might  have  pro- 
vided for  all  directors  and  general  managers  being  qualified, 
or  they  might  have  provided  for  a  portion  of  the  directors 
and  all  the  general  managers  being  qualified,  or  they  might 
have  merely  insisted  on  qualified  directors  (which  is  the 
course  chosen),  or  they  might  have  left  out  the  directors  and 
simply  insisted  on  the  man  who  is  bond-fide  general  manager 
being  qualified.  The  sub-managers  of  branches  would  also 
be  qualified,  as  that  is  a  general  provision  of  the  Bill.  1 
have  no  hesitation  in  saying  that  the  most  just  course 
would  be  to  insist  on  all  directors  and  general  managers 
being  qualified.  This  point  must  have  been  considered  by 
the  committee,  however,  and  I  conclude  that  they  thought  the 
order  too  large.  The  next  best  course  then  would  be  to  insist 
on  a  proportion  of  directors  and  all  general  managers  being 
qualified.  In  any  case  there  is  no  reason  for  leaving  out  the 
general  managers.  In  the  House  of  Commons  there  may  be 
a  fight  about  directors,  but  there  would  be  no  fight  over 
general  managers.  If  each  branch  is  under  the  control  of  a 
qualified  sub-manager,  it  is  only  logical  that  the  whole 
should  be  under  the  control  of  a  qualified  teneral  manager. 
There  is  no  sense  at  all  in  appointing  qualified  sub-managers 
who  are  subordinate  to  an  unqualified  general  manager. 

This  point  goes  further  than  appears  on  the  face  of  it. 
For  instance,  the  new  Bill  would  not  put  an  end  to  outsiders 
forming  bogus  companies.  It  would  only  render  it  necessary 
for  them  to  form  bogus  boards  of  directors  amongst  qualified 
assistants.  These  outsiders  would  still  be  able  to  appoint 
themselves  general  managers,  and  draw  large  salaries  from 
the  practice  of  pharmacy.  Again,  outsiders  already  in 
pharmacy  would  be  unaffected.  They  would  no  longer  be 
able  to  sit  at  the  directors'  table,  but  they  would  be  left  to 
control  the  whole  affair  and  the  directors  too.  Further, 
even  where  qualified  directors  have  real  control,  it  ought 
not  to  be  possible  for  them  to  appoint,  at  a  large  salary,  an 
unqualified  man  as  general  manager  cf  a  retail  drag-business. 
My  attention  has  recently  been  called  to  a  case  in  which  an 
unqualified  man  has  been  appointed  general  manager  of  a 
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drug  company,  and  thus  placed  in  a  position  superior  to  men  j 
who  are  his  superiors  in  knowledge  of  matters  pharma- 
ceutical. Although  this  appointment  was  not  made  by 
qualified  directors,  I  feel  that  it  ought  not  to  be  possible  for 
any  kind  of  directors  to  place  unqualified  men  over  qualified 
men,  or  to  give  the  monetary  plums  of  pharmacy  to  outsider?. 
It  will  be  felt  by  all  who  have  knowledge  of  our  position 
that  a  man  who  has  acquired  as  much  scientific  and  technical 
knowledge  as  a  chemist  is  forced  to  acquire  now  ought  not 
to  be  the  kind  of  man  who  will  act  willingly  in  a  position 
subordinate  to  an  ignorant  person  ;  and  it  will  also  be  granted 
that  in  a  limited  exiling  such  as  pharmacy  is,  the  plums 
ought  to  go  to  men  who  have  paid  heavy  class  and  examina- 
tion fees  in  honestly  qualifying  themselves  for  the  public 
service.  I  am  quite  aware  that  there  are  some  who  think 
the  new  Bill  is  too  compromising,  but  if  we  had  at  least  a  pro- 
portion of  the  directors  and  all  general  managers  and  sub- 
managers  qualified,  I  think  pharmacy  would  be  as  nearly 
confined  to  qualified  men  as  it  is  ever  likely  to  be.  This 
course  would  also  put  an  end  to  the  efforts  of  the  rank  out- 
sider with  his  bogus-company  promotion.  I  have  no  doubt 
all  this  has  been  already  considered  by  the  Law  and 
Parliamentary  Committee,  but  the  point  appears  to  me  to  ba 
so  important  that  I  think  reconsideration  is  necessary.  It 
would  be  better  to  admit  a  proportion  of  unqualified  directors 
than  to  overlook  the  general  managers,  if  the  House  of 
Commons  cannot  see  its  way  to  exclude  unqualified  men 
altogether. 

Clause  4  is  the  most  important  clause  in  this  Bill,  and  the 
shortest.  I  hope  this  is  not  significant.  I  hardly  think  it 
will  pass  in  its  present  form,  and  it  must  be  confessed  that 
even  if  it  were  dropped  out  altogether  the  Bill  would  still 
present  a  fairly  symmetrical  appearance.  I  have,  however, 
misread  the  feeling  of  the  country  altogether  if  chemists 
allow  themselves  to  be  bound  about  with  fresh  legislative 
bands,  whilst  the  real  transgressors  are  allowed  to  escape. 
In  short,  the  Council  must  understand  that  the  country 
accepts  the  other  clauses  in  the  hope  of  getting  Clause  4,  or 
some  modification  of  it,  passed.  If  there  is  any  idea  of 
dropping  Clause  4  altogether,  I  do  not  think  chemists  will 
accept  any  part  of  the  Bill.  If  the  Council  is  timid,  let  it 
not  forget  that  the  position  "  is  perfectly  absurd,"  and  that 
there  are  more  men  in  the  House  of  Commons  ready  to  adopt 
this  view  than  we  think  of.  James  Reid. 

Dumfries,  January  7. 

Surgeon  as  Pharmacy  Demonstrator. 

Sir, — I  was  very  pleased  to  see  a  timely  protest  in  your 
columns  relative  to  the  appointment  of  a  young  surgeon  as 
demonstrator  in  pharmacy  to  the  Cecilia  Street  School  of 
Medicine.  The  action  of  the  school  authorities  in  this 
matter  is  all  the  more  singular,  since  positions  of  a  similar 
kind  are  held  by  pharmacists  in  most  of  the  medical  schools 
and  colleges  of  the  United  Kingdom.  Professor  Whitla, 
Queen's  College,  Belfast,  is  assisted  by  Dr.  Fielding,  L.P.S.I., 
whilst  Mr.  Ashe,  M. P.S.I. ,  assists  Sir  George  Duffy  in  the 
School  of  the  Royal  College  of  Surgeons,  Dublin.  In 
University  College,  London,  and  Owens  College,  Manchester, 
pharmaceutical  chemists  are  demonstrators  in  pharmacy. 

Yours  faithfully, 

Dublin,  January  8.  ARGUS.  (41/4.) 

Compounding  for  Cliemists. 

Sir, — I  venture  to  suggest  as  a  remedy  for  the  "  tablet 
question"  that  pharmacists  should  cultivate  the  preparation 
of  drugs  in  shapes  other  than  the  usual  pill  form.  Let 
medical  men  know  that  the  pharmacist  is  capable  of  turning 
out  a  respectable  tablet,  and  there  would  gradually  cease  to 
be  prescriptions  such  as — 

Jellct.  rhei  et  sodii  c.  zing.  (Blank  &  Co.), 

and  a  more  frequent  occurrence  of  one  as — ■ 

Pulv.  rhei   gr.  ij. 

Pulv.  sod.  bic.        ...       ...       ...    gr.  iij. 

Pulv.  zingib   gr.  j. 

Ft.  tab.  j.    Mitte  xxiv. 

Sig. :  j.  p.r.n.  c.  cyatho  aq.  Varnish,, 

I  think  that  this  plan  would  be  more  profitable  than  having 
to  send  to  London  to  fill  nearly  every  prescription,  and  the 
patient  would  be  better  pleased,  seeing  that  it  is  common 


for  them  to  obtain  the  tablets,  as  prescribed  nowadays,  for 
themselves,  leading  to  self-medication  and  a  consequent 
depreciation  of  their  physician's  skill. 

Faithfully  yours, 

Pil.  Rhei.  (11/1.) 

Sale  of  Red  Precipitate. 
SIR,— One  point  in  Mr.  James  Reid's  letter  last  week 
attracts  my  attention — viz.,  selling  poisons  to  children.  Of 
course,  no  careful  man  does  this,  but  is  there  not  a  general 
exception  made  in  the  case  of  pennyworth's  of  "  cipity  "  ?  In 
some  districts  these  are  sold  by  hundreds  in  the  course  of  a 
year,  and  mothers  will  send  the  children  for  the  article.  I 
should  like,  to  know  if  it  is  usual  to  refuse  to  supply  a  child. 

Yours  faithfully, 

Wilts.   (36/12 ) 

Iniquitous  Cutting. 
Sir, — The  observance  of  a  paragraph  in  one  of  the  daily 
papers  upon  a  "  Tradesman  in  trouble,"  who  stated  his  fear 
of  having  to  leave  the  town  or  give  up  business  altogether, 
owing  to  the  bitter  and  malicious  cutting  of  another  trader, 
prompts  me  to  call  attention  once  more  to  this  matter.  My 
business  brings  me  largely  in  contact  with  chemists,  and, 
unfortunately,  I  too  know  well  this  particular  branch  not  to 
be  exempt  from  the  grievance — a  system  of  trading  against 
which  indignation  cannot  be  too  strongly  expressed.  Apart 
from  any  sentiment  such  proceedings  as  bidding  for 
notoriety  by  such  grossly  unscrupulous  methods  are  devoid 
of  all  principle  of  business  rectitude  and  honour,  and  merit 
all  the  censure  that  can  be  heaped  upon  them.  It  is  difficult 
to  propound  any  solution,  yet  some  measure  of  reform  in 
this  direction  might  be  the  outcome  of  comment  upon  a 
subject  so  vital  in  its  importance  and  fatal  in  its_  con- 
sequences which  alone  should  call  for  some  effort  to  bring  it 
clearly  home  to  those  adopting  such  a  sinister  and  dog-in- 
the-manger  policy.  I  enclose  my  business  card,  and  beg  to 
sign  myself  Beggar  my  Neighbour.  (168/68.) 

SIR, — The  outlook  is  at  present  not  encouraging — traders 
of  every  grade  seem  to  be  engaged  in  the  game  of  "beggar 
my  neighbour,"  and  the  public  are  willing  to  favour  the 
scheme  which  tends  to  the  impoverishment  of  a  large  class 
and  the  aggrandisement  of  the  few.  Companies,  although 
"limited,"  are  able  to  command  business,  whilst  the  hard 
worker  is  striving  "  to  provide  things  honest  in  the  sight  of 
all  men."  One  firm  of  many  shops  issues  handbills  and  lists 
of  exceptional  and  scarcely  credible  low  prices — e.g.  : 
"  During  the  present  week  we  will  present  to  every  customer 
who  purchases  a  box  of  our  carbolic  tooth-powder  at  3d.,  a 
tooth-brush,  value  sixpence." 

Now  where  do  the  materials — tooth-powder,  boxes,  labels 
and  printing,  bone  and  bristle — come  from  ?  Labour,  at 
least,  ought  to  be  paid  for  ;  salaries  must'be  paid  ;  rent  and 
taxes  are  inevitable.  Every  item  must  be  calculated  on  a 
miserable  scale,  until  we  get  down  to  the  producers.  These 
are  reduced  to  the  very  verge  of  existence,  and  are  as  badly 
paid  as  the  unfortunate  worker  of  button-holes  at  2s  Qd.  per 
week  and  no  day  of  rest.  The  magnates  who  toil  not  do 
not  concern  themselves  to  know  or  care  how  the  other  half 
of  the  world  lives,  or  rather  exists,  so  long  as  they  can  realise 
a  handsome  percentage  on  invested  capital. 

This  state  of  things  is,  from  a  sociological  point  of  view,  in- 
tolerable. It  is  a  grievous  picture  of  everyday  life, but  there 
is  yet  another  side  of  the  question  affecting  the  very  heart 
and  soul  of  the  dealer  in  drugs  and  chemicals,  and  dis- 
tasteful as  the  subject  is,  I  beg  your  perusal  of  the  .accom- 
panying announcement  of  a  supply  stores  that  invades  all 
the  principal  towns  of  an  electoral  division,  and  even  the 
metropolis. 

We  rely  on  our  new  representatives  to  mention  this  sub- 
ject in  the  House,  and  action  should  be  taken.  On  behalf  of 
three  ordinary  chemists  and  druggists, 

Yours  obediently, 

Inquirer.  (30/2.) 

Appreciation,* 

Sir, — I  would  as  soon  go  without  a  dinner  as  miss  the 
good  old  C.  "&  B.  Wishing  you  every  success  in  the  coming- 
century,  M.  P.  S.  (35/47.) 
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Legal  Queries. 

Before  sending  in  a  query  fcr  reply  in  this  section  see  if  the 
subject  is  not  dealt  with  in  "  The  Chemists'  and  Druggists' 
Diary,"  1900,  pages  212-226,  and  pages  259-262. 


12/73.  (rip. — Chemists  having  wine-licences  may  keep 
open  on  Sundays  at  the  same  hours  as  public  houses. 

37/65.  Nomcn,  —  We  understand  that  the  unfermented 
wine  to  which  you  refer  contains  less  than  2  per  cent,  of 
proof  spirit ;  it  may,  therefore,  be  sold  in  unlicensed 
premises. 

38/43.  Examinee. — If  a  person  holding  the  "  Hall " 
assistants'  certificate  calls  himself  D.S.A.  or  D.A.S ,  and 
makes  it  known  that  the  letters  mean  "Diploma  of  the 
Society  of  Apothecaries,"  he  infringes  the  Apothecaries 
Act,  because  the  diploma  is  ( nly  given  to  fully-qualified 
apothecaries.  The  Apothecaries'  Assistants'  certificate 
means  exactly  what  it  says,  that  the  holder  is  qualified  to 
act  as  an  assistant  to  an  apothecary  in  compounding  and 
dispensing  medicines.  It  confers  no  title  recognised  by  the 
Medical  or  Pharmacy  Acts. 


Miscellaneous  Inquiries. 

We  endeavour  to  reply  promptly  and  practically  to  trade  ques- 
tions of  general  interest,  but  cannot  guarantee  insertion  of 
replies  on  a  particular  date,  nor  can  we  repeat  information 
given  during  the  past  twelve  months. 


10/9.  City. — To  Preserve  Lime-juice,  salicylic  acid,  in 
the  proportion  of  60  to  80  gr.  per  gal.  suffices. 

242/64.  J.  S. — (1)  Starch-glaze. — Your  recipe  should 
yield  a  good  article  ;  the  only  addition  you  might  make  is 
half  a  part  of  either  powdered  spermaceti  or  white  hard 
paraffin.  (2)  Baking-powder. — The  proportion  of  tartaric 
acid  and  sodium  bicarbonate  to  use  is  8  to  10.  An  alkaline 
baking-powder  produces  discoloration  of  the  food,  which  is 
not  liked.  You  should  try  the  Canadian  formula  given  in 
the  C.  %  D,  October  13,  page  62L.  (3)  What  kind  of 
Furniture-polish  do  you  require  ?  A  recipe  for  a  linseed 
oil,  butter  of  antimony,  &c,  polish  was  given  in  C.  <$•!)., 
April  7,  page  600. 

218/48.  Polisher.— (1)  The  Brass-polishing  Liquid  is 
made  by  mixing  kieselguhr  (1)  with  benzoin  (4)  and  a 
small  quantity  of  oil  of  verbana.  (2)  Metal-polishing 
Paste.— See  C.  S;  -D.,  June  9,  page  977. 

25/53.  Green  Lane. — The  Steel-hardening  Powder 
consists  of  borax  (4),  potassium  ferrocyan;de  (4),  and 
manganese  dioxide  (2).  The  figures  in  parentheses  indicate 
the  approximate  quantities  of  the  ingredients. 

19/10.  F.  G.  de  F. — The  mixture  which  you  say  is  given 
for  headache  contains  bismuth  subnitrate,  syrup  of  orange- 
peel,  and  infusion  of  gentian.  It  would  seem  more  properly 
to  be  described  as  an  indigestion-mixture. 

11/35.  Gardener. — (1)  Fumigating-fluid  for  Green- 
houses : — 

Crude  nicotine      ...       ...       ...  Jss. 

Flowers  of  camphor         ...       ...  5'j- 

Proof  spirit  to       ...       ...       ...  Jiss. 

Dissolve. 

For  ridding  a  small  greenhouse  of  flies  a  teaspoonfnl  is 
mixed  with  a  tablespoonful  of  water  and  vaporised  by 
means  of  a  proper  lamp.  If  done  in  the  evening  the  place 
can  be  entered  in  the  morning  with  safety.  The  preparation 
is  very  poisonous,  and  comes  under  Part  1  of  the  poison 
schedule.    (2)  Tomato-manure: — 

Ammonium  sulphate     ...       ...  Jviij. 

Ferrous  sulphate   Jj. 

Mix. 

A  teaspoonful  of  the  salt  is  dissolved  in  each  gallon  cf 
water  used  for  watering  the  plants. 

237/23.  IF.  —  "  Tincter  of  Citehoic"  is,  obviousl/, 
tincture  of  catechu. 


222/70.  H.  G.  S. — Boot-gloss. — Your  sample  is  made 
from  a  formula  like  that  published  in  the  C.  &  D.,  January  27, 
1900,  page  194. 

256/58.     W.  F.  8.— (1)  Kinder-balsam  :— 


01.  caryopliylli 

  2  c.c. 

01.  cinnam.  ... 

  2cc. 

01.  cifcri  corfc.... 

  2  c.c. 

01.  foeniculi  ... 

  1  c.c. 

01.  lavandulie 

1  c.c. 

01.  menth.  pip. 

1  c.c. 

01.  rosmarini... 

  1  c.c. 

01.  salvias 

1  c.c 

Spiritus  vini  rect.  ... 

  600  c.c. 

Aq.  dest  

  q^s. 

Distil  a  litre  and  filter  the  distillate. 

(2)  Pd.  cochirc  is  pil.  colocynth.  co.,  B.P. ;  pil.  rhei  is  also- 
official  as  pil.  rhei  co. 

25, 41.  Cambria. — Lucas's  "  Practical  Pharmacy  "  (12,?  6<l , 
Churchill)  and  Coblentz's  "  Handbook  of  Pharmacy  "  (18*., 
Biackiston)  are  the  more  recent  books  on  pharmacy. 

28  19.  T.  8  B.— Ham-curing.— The  quantity  of  Berlinit 
pickle  (-  Pharmaceutical  Formulas,"  page  297)  used  depends 
upon  the  length  of  time  the  hams  are  to  be  kept  and  where  ; 
but  \\  lb.  to  1  cwt.  of  ham  is  a  good  average,  especially  if 
you  get  the  bone-ends  well  saturated  with  the  preservative. 

20/19.  Spa. — You  may  consult  Schimmel's  book  on 
essential  oils,  but  you  will  not  find  in  it  what  you  want — i.e., 
the  manufacturers'  secrets  or  skill ;  in  fact,  the  technique  of 
Essential-oil  Distillation  and  Essence-manufacture  is  not 
to  be  obtained  through  books — at  least  in  English.  Several 
French  and  German  works  are  published,  but  they  cannot 
be  relied  on. 

232/27.  S.  M.  II  —  White  Furs  are  cleaned  with  a 
mixture  of  benzine  and  light  carbonate  of  magnesia — 1  oz. 
of  the  latter  to  a  pint  of  benzine. 

18/19.  Amidol. — Colouring  Copper. — Brown  and  black  r 
according  to  immersion  and  temperature ;  iron  nitrate  5V  , water 
§xx.  Brown  and  drab  :  iron  nitrate  5V.,  potassium  sulpho- 
cjacide  fjij.,  water  gxx.  Bright  red:  antimony  sulphide 
5'j.,  pearlash  1  oz.,  water  gxx.  Red  and  every  shade  to? 
black :  liq.  calcis  sulphurata.  Steel-grey :  antimony 
chloride  gss.,  hydrochloric  acid  §ss.,  water  §xx.  Use  at 
180°.  In  each  case  the  copper  article  needs  to  be  perfectly 
clean.  Brannt's  (W.  T.)  "Metal-workers'  Manual  "  (Low> 
will  help  you  in  this  matter. 

24/18.  B. — The  white  film  on  the  surface  of  the  white 
varnish  is  due  to  the  drying  in  a  damp  atmosphere.  There- 
is  nothing  in  the  constituents  of  the  varnish  to  account  for 
the  film. 

35/29.  Asty. — To  make  the  Soothing-syrup  containing 
tincture  of  chamomile  and  oil  of  anise  clear,  mix  with  1  dr. 
of  calcium  phosphate  or  carbonate  of  magnesia,  shake  well, 
and  after  a  day  or  two  filter.  It  is  not  possible  to  clear  the 
asafetida  syrup  without  changing  its  properties. 


Information  Wanted. 

Postcard  replies  to  any  of  the  subjoined  inquiries  will 
be  esteemed. 


34/44.    Who  are  the  makers  of  "  Seljuk"  cigarettes? 
37/17.    Where  are  Fletcher's  patent  knee-caps  procurable 


Apothekbn  in  Germany. — Kecent  statistics  show  that, 
there  are  now  5,459  Apotheken  in  the  whole  of  Germany,  an 
increase  of  68  on  the  previous  year.  Prussia  naturally 
contains  the  greatest  number,  3,118  ;  Bavaria  comes  next 
with  681,  then  Saxony  297,  Wurtemburg  278,  Alsace-Lor- 
raine 239,  Baden  210,  and  Hessen  122,  while  there  are  about 
a  hundred  in  the  minor  provinces.  The  smallest  number  are 
to  be  found  in  Schomburg-Lippe  with  5  and  Reuss  with  4. 
In  the  city  of  Berlin  there  are  162  Apotheken,  two  more  than 
last  year. 
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Commercial  motes. 


Production  of  Fullers'  Earth. 

The  production  of  fullers'  earth  in  the  United  States  has 
increased  greatly  in  the  last  five  years,  though  recently  it  has 
-shown  a  decline,  owing  to  large  importations  of  the  English 
material,  which  is  preferred  for  filtering  cottonseed  and  lard 
■oils.  The  chief  source  of  the  material  in  the  United  States  is 
'Quincy,  Florida,  though  deposits  have  been  found  in  New  York, 
Colorado,  and  Utah,  as  well  as  one  of  a  promising  nature  in  South 
Dakota,  which  furnishes  almost  an  exact  duplicate  of  the  English 
earth.  The  Americin  product  is  largely  used  as  a  substitute  for 
bone-black  in  the  filtering  of  mineral  oils.  As  the  cottonseed-oil 
business  is  growing  rapidly  there  promises  to  be  a  large  demand 
for  the  English  earth,  and,  naturally,  for  such  of  the  domestic 
material  as  comes  up  to  the  standard. 

Madras  Castor=seed. 

Up  to  the  end  of  November,  1900,  the  area  reported  to  have 
been  sown  with  this  crop  in  the  Madras  Presidency  amounted  to 
.501,800  acres,  which,  though  about  9  per  cent,  greater  than  that 
reported  for  the  corresponding  date  last  year,  is  17  per  cent,  less 
than  the  average  for  recent  years.  As  this  is  the  second  year 
only  for  which  the  reports  from  which  the  above  figures  are 
obtained  have  been  collected,  the  statistics  of  area  in  past  years 
are  not  perhaps  so  reliable  as  they  may  become,  but  they  are 
sufficient  to  show,  what  alone  can  be  usefully  shown,  the  relative 
results.  The  most  important  of  these  is  the  fact  that  in  the 
Deccan  districts  there  is  a  large  deficiency  in  area.  They  show 
•the  crop  in  the  Carnatic  to  be  poor  and  elsewhere  as  likely  to 
produce  a  moderate  outturn  only;  and,  on  the  whole,  only  75  per 
■cent,  of  the  normal  yield  from  the  area  actually  sown. 


West  African  Produce. 

A  Colonial  Office  return  gives  the  following  among  the  exports 
from  Sierra  Leone  : — ■ 


Kola 

Palm  Oil 

Cwts. 

£ 

Gals. 

jE 

1899 

9,618 

61,645 

78,420 

4,555 

1898 

10,795 

49,671 

54,939 

3,466 

1897 

12,716 

46,552 

181,647 

9,149 

1896 

9712 

38,352 

326,089 

17,546 

1895 

9,927 

40,860 

356,146 

23,391 

A  Review  of  Turpentine. 

Very  high  values  have  now  ruled  for  about  two  years,  prices 
during  1900  eclipsing  even  those  of  the  previous  year.  In  May 
the  quotation  reached  45?.  5s.  per  ton,  the  highest  figure  recorded 
within  the  memory  of  the  present  generation.  Bates  of  between 
44s.  and  45s.  per  cwt.  lasted  only  three  weeks,  however — viz.,  from 
May  7  to  29 — and  by  the  time  June  was  well  over  quotations  had 
been  reduced  by  about  10s.  The  average  price  of  turpentine  for 
the  first  six  months  of  1900  was  probably  greater  than  at  any 
■other  equal  period  on  record,  being  40s.  7hd.  per  cwt.  At  one 
time  during  the  year  the  price  of  the  article  fell  so  seriously  as  to 
lead  people  to  believe  that  the  old  range  of  values  of  from  18s.  to 
20s.  per  cwt.  was  returning,  the  market  actually  touching  25s.  on 
September  4,  but  daring  the  latter  part  of  the  year  prices  have 
shown  a  disposition  to  settle  down  round  about  30s. — a  level 
which  is  still  rather  inconveniently  high  for  the  paint  and  varnish 
trades. 

The  Lac  Industry  of  Assam. 

A  report  of  the  Assistant  Director  of  Agriculture  in  Assam  deals 
in  detail  with  the  lac  industry  there.  Lac  occurs  in  its  natural 
state  in  various  parts  of  the  forests  of  Assam,  as  well  as  of  Burma, 
but  chiefly  in  parts  of  the  Khasi  and  Garo  hills,  and  the  export  in 
recent  years  has  averaged  16,000  maunds,  or  something  over 
500  tons,  but  in  some  of  the  forests,  owing  to  the  ravages  of 
epidemic  and  depopulation,  the  production  is  declining.  The 
production  in  Manipur  is  not  sufficient  for  the  local  needs,  and 
quantities  of  the  lac  are  sent  there  from  the  Kubo  Valley  of  Assam. 
The  lac  is  all  sect  away  from  Assam  in  the  crude  form,  or  stick 
lac ;  shell  and  button  lac  are  made  to  some  extent,  but  lac  dye  is 
not  now  prepared  anywhere  in  Assam,  and  lacquer  wares  are  only 
produced  in  two  places,  so  that  this  once  considerable  industry 
would  seem  to  be  dying  out.  The  black  lacquer  of  Manipur  is 
really  cot  a  lac  preparation  at  all,  but  only  the  juice  of  a  tree  sent 
from  the  Kubo  Valley.  In  Assam  the  lac  is  usually  collected  twice 
a  year,  first  in  May  and  .Tune,  and  then  in  October  and  November. 
The  first  is  mainly  used  for  seed-purposes,  while  the  second  forms 


the  export.  A  few  days  after  the  collection,  pieces  of  stick  lac 
containing  living  insects  are  tied  on  to  the  branches  of  the  trees 
on  which  the  next  crop  is  to  be  grown.  The  usual  plan  is  to  place 
the  lac  in  small  bamboo  baskets  and  tie  these  on  the  twigs  of  the 
trees.  The  insects  soon  crawl  out  and  spread  over  the  young 
branches,  on  which  they  promptly  begin  to  feed,  and  secrete  the 
resin.  This  is  allowed  to  go  on  for  about  six  months,  when  the 
lac  is  collected ;  but  if  the  secretion  has  been  defective  or  in- 
sufficient the  insects  remain  undisturbed  for  another  six  months. 

The  Future  of  Indigo. 

The  indigo-planters  of  Behar  profess  themselves  unmoved  by 
the  not  entirely  disinterested  warning  addressed  to  them  from 
Germany,  but  it  is  probable  that  their  outward  composure  conceals 
some  amount  of  apprehension.  They  are  not,  at  any  rate, 
neglecting  to  seek  new  methods  of  improving  their  product  to 
enable  it  to  compete  more  effectively  with  synthetic  indigo,  nor 
are  they  omitting  the  eminently  sensible  precaution  of  cultivating 
alternative  crops,  in  case  their  principal  industry  is  crippled. 
The  Englishman,  in  an  article  on  the  future  of  indigo  in  Behar, 
says  that  during  the  last  year  or  two  much  money  has  been  spent 
on  scientific  research  in  the  indigo  districts.  It  is  gratifying  to 
learn  that  the  labours  of  the  specialists  engaged  have  had  tangible 
results.  Mr.  Christopher  Kawson  has  evolved  an  oxidising  process 
by  which  over  25  per  cent,  more  indigo  has  been  obtained  without 
the  aid  of  chemicals,  and  at  slight  additional  expense.  The 
planters  themselves  have  also  improved  the  position  of  their 
industry  by  various  economies  and  good  management.  Mr.  E.  A. 
Hancock,  the  second  specialist,  has  been  investigating  the  agri- 
cultural aspects  of  the  problem  with  conspicuous  success.  It  is 
claimed  that  in  some  instances  he  has  even  increased  the  field  of 
dry  indigo  from  old  lands  by  as  much  as  140  per  cent.  The  Behar 
planters  find  much  consolation  in  the  fact  that  while  in  their  case 
the  cost  of  production  is  diminishing,  and  the  yield  of  indigo 
increasing,  the  Badische  Company  have  had  to  raise  its  prices, 
owing  to  the  higher  cost  of  coal  and  coal  tar.  They  contend,  too, 
that  synthetic  indigo  has  been  proved  to  be  inferior  to  natural 
indigo  for  dyeing  woollen  goods,  though  this  is  a  point  round  which 
an  undecided  controversy  is  still  raging.  On  the  whole,  they 
regard  the  outlook  as  not  at  all  unfavourable,  especially  as  the 
Behar  industry  has  been  organised  up  to  a  high  state  of  efficient 
and  economical  working.  In  order  to  guard  against  unpleasant 
developments,  they  are  also  trying  to  grow  sugar,  fibres,  tobacco, 
and  mustard  ;  but  they  believe  that  indigo  will  continue  to  be  the 
principal  product  of  Behar  for  many  a  long  year. 


Army  Dispensers. — A  "  Hospital  Dispenser "  writes  to 
the  London  Daily  Chronicle,  pointing  out  that  a  good  deal 
of  the  muddle  in  the  war  hospitals  has  been  due  to  the  want 
of  qualified^  chemists  as  dispensers  and  to  the  ridiculous 
position  assigned  to  the  compounders.  In  support  of  his 
views  he  forwarded  the  article  in  last  week's  C.  $  D. — "  The 
R.A.M.C.  Criticised,"  extracts  from  which  the  Chronicle 
printel. 


Doomeo. 


For  weeks  we  have  shivered  in  ominous  awe, 

Bedevilled  by  gloomy  forebodings  ; 
We  scarcely  could  credit  the  wonder  we  saw, 

As  an  end  to  the  C.  8?  D.  goadings. 
Our  hearts  became  lighter  for  hope  seemed  at  last 

To  whisper  "  The  Bill,  they  have  kept  it  " ; 
But  joys  soon  are  blighted,  they  sky  is  o'ercast, 

For  Blackburn  cannot  accept  it. 

The  Council  has  blessed,  and  the  P  J.  has  praised, 

With  a  qualified  grudging  approval ; 
And  the  Man  in  the  Street,  in  a  mood  slightly  dazed, 

Rubs  his  eyes  at  the  Faddists'  removal. 
The  Cutters  are  anxious,  pretend  to  be  bored, 

Say  "  Its  parents  have  surely  o'erslept  it ; 
But  the  Trade  bore  it  meekly  till  Gifford  (R.  Lord) 

Said  Coddington  could  not  accept  it. 

Coddhig-ton  !  something  suggestive  appears 

In  that  name  with  its  Lancashire  flavour 
Of  "  having  'em  on  ; "  and  at  once  we  have  fears 

That  it's  wit  with  a  Blackburny  savour. 
But  alas !  they've  no  humour,  they  merely  have  gall, 

So  the  Bill  to  destruction  they  swept  it ; 
For  no  measure  is  fit  for  the  Empire  at  all 

If  Blackburn  cannot  accept  it. 


January  12,  1901 


THJfi  CHEMIST  AND  DRUGGIST 


69 


£raoe  TReport. 


NOTICE  TO  BUYERS— The  prices  given  in  this  section  are 
those  obtained  by  importers  or  manufacturers  for  bulk 
quantities  or  original  packages.  To  these  prices  various 
charges  have  to  be  added,  whereby  values  are  in  many 
instances  greatly  augmented  before  wholesale  dealers  stock 
the  goods.  Qualities  of  drugs  and  oils  vary  greatly,  and 
higher  prices  are  commanded  by  selected  qualities  even  in 
bulk  quantities.  It  would  be  unreasonable  for  retail  buyers 
to  expect  to  get  small  quantities  at  anything  like  the  prices 
here  quoted 

42  Cannon  Street,  London,  E.C. :  January  io. 

TTHE  drug  and  chemical  markets  are  not  so  brisk  as  might 
■*-  be  expected  at  this  time  of  the  year,  but  there  have 
been  a  few  important  changes  in  values.  The  auctions  of 
spices  and  drysalteries  were  resumed  this  week,  but  only  a 
small  proportion  of  the  goods  sold.  The  first  drug-auctions 
of  the  year,  which  are  likely  to  be  exceptionally  heavy,  will 
be  held  next  week.  In  crude  drugs  a  fair  business  has  been 
done  in  cascara  sagrada,  and  first-hand  stocks  have  been 
cleared.  Cubebs  are  offering  at  lower  rates,  and  senega  is 
also  easier.  For  Mexican  sarsaparilla  higher  rates  are  now 
asked  from  New  York,  but  there  are  cheaper  sellers  on  the 
spot.  Galls  are  still  declining.  Menthol  is  6d.  cheaper,  and 
salol  has  also  been  reduced  6d.  The  tendency  of  salicy- 
lates is  firmer,  inasmuch  as  agents  are  not  keen  for  orders  at 
present  low  rates.  Quinine  has  been  a  dull  and  declining 
market,  spot  having  touched  Is.  for  one  or  two  small  lots, 
but  buyers  generally  are  waiting  the  result  of  the  Amsterdam- 
bark  sales  reported  on  page  7L.  Cocaine  was  reduced  3s. 
per  oz.  to-day.  The  following  are  the  principal  alterations 
of  the  week  : — 


Higher 

Firmer 

Easier 

Lower 

Cascara 

Ergot 

Senega 

Cinchona 

sagrada 

Cocaine 

Sarsaparilla 

Cocoa-butter 

(Mex.) 

Cubebs 

Senna-pods 

Galls 
Menthol 
Nutmegs 
Potass,  pruss. 
Quinine 
(second  hands) 
Salol 
Vanilla 

Arrivals. 

The  following  drugs  have  arrived  at  the  principal  ports  of 
the  United  Kingdom  from  January  3  to  January  9  (both  in- 
clusive) : — Aloes  (@  Aden),  17  cs. ;  argol  (Cape),  35 ;  arsenic 
(@  Melbourne),  75;  arrowroot  (@  St.  V.),  166;  balsam  tolu 
(@  Havre),  42  cs. ;  bismuth  (Aust.),  12;  buchu,  14;  camphor  oil, 
100  ;  caraway-seed,  110  ;  castor  oil,  (E.I.)  50,  (Ital.)  10,  (Fr.)  206  ; 
chiretta,  60  bis.;  chloral  hydrate,  10  cs. ;  cinchona,  (@  Calicut); 
421,  (@  Columbo)  8 ;  cocaine,  crude,  (@  Callao)  2,  (@  Mollendo),  1 
cocoa-butter,  59  ;  cod  liver  oil,  417 ;  copaiba,  2  ;  drugs,  (@  Carta- 
gena) 33  bis.,  (@  Rotterdam)  25,  (@  Hamburg)  36  ;  eucalyptus  oil 
(Australian),  226  cs. ;  essential  oils  (Chinese),  20  ;  galbanum,  32  ; 
galls,  (Pers  )  1,090,  (@  Smyrna)  6C  ;  gentian,  18  ;  ginger  (Chinese), 
383  ;  gum  arabic,  (@  Suez)  42,  (@  Bombay)  65 ;  gum,  unenume- 
rated  (Persian),  900  bgs.  and  503  cs. ;  honey,  (Jam.)  20,  (Chil.)  62  ; 
insect-powder,  40;  kola  (W.C.A.),  13;  lemongrass  oil  (@  Cochin), 
150;  lime-juice  (W.I.),  127;  liquorice-juice,  80  cs. ;  liquorice-root, 
30;  mastich,  1;  musk-seed,  2;  myrrh  (@  Aden),  9  ;  oil,  lime 
(W.I.),  9 ;  olibanum,  369  cs. ;  opium,  198 ;  otto  of  rose,  3  cs.  ;  orris 
(Ital.),  20;  peppermint  oil,  20;  phosphorus  (@  St.  John,  N.B.), 
151  cs.  ;  potash  chlorate  (Swed.),  100;  quicksilver,  (@  Seville) 
5,000,  (@  Malaga)  14;  rose  oil  (E.I.),  3;  saffron,  13;  sarsaparilla 
(@  Havre),  48  bis. ;  senna  (Tiny.),  176;  soy  (Chinese),  67;  styrax, 
5 ;  sulphur,  400  ;  tragacanth,  15 ;  vanilla,  49  ;  wax,  bees',  (@  Moea- 
dor)  229,  (E.I.)|23. 


Spices  in  1900. 

Apart  from  the  ordinary  fluctuations  in  price  during  the 
course  of  a  3  ear,  there  is  nothing  particularly  noteworthy 
respecting  spices  in  1900.  On  the  whole  it  cannot  be 
regarded  as  a  satisfactory  year  by  the  holders  of  produce 
Cochin  ginger  especially  has  been  a  very  disappointing 
article ;  commencing  the  year  with  a  slight  rise,  the  price 
of  washed  rough  reached  32s.,  but  a  dull  time  soon  set  in, 
and  there  was  a  dragging  and  declining  market  until  very 
recently,  when  the  price  suddenly  rose  from  27s.  to  32s.,  thus 
regaining  the  level  of  the  quotation  a  year  ago.  Jamaica 
also  fell  considerably  during  the  summer,  declining  to  38s. 
for  ordinary  dull,  tha  lowest  price  known  for  many  years. 
Japan,  on  the  other  hand,  owing  to  extremely  small  imports 
and  a  steady  demand,  continued  firm  at  24s.  6d.  until 
August,  since  when  the  price  has  gradually  risen  to  29s.  6d. 
Bengal,  for  the  same  reasons,  gradually  improved  in  value 
from  25s.  to  32s.  Qd.  Zanzibar  cloves  have  been  the  object 
of  considerable  speculation  during  the  year,  and  this  has 
chiefly  caused  the  fluctuations  in  value  which  have  occurred. 
The  price  at  the  beginning  of  the  year  for  future  delivery 
was  3%d. ;  this  increased,  with  slight  reactions,  until  the 
highest  for  the  year  (4£fZ.)  was  reached  at  the  end  of  March. 
A  decline  then  set  in,  and  the  price  in  October  was  as  low 
as  3§tZ.  A  recovery  soon  took  place  until  was  obtained  ; 
but  this  quotation  did  not  hold  long,  and  (\\d.  is  now  the 
value. 

The  price  of  pepper  has  varied  within  narrow  limits 
throughout  the  year,  but  the  tendency  has  been  upwards 
owing  to  the  continual  diminution  of  stocks  throughout  the 
world,  caused  by  the  shipments  from  the  countries  of  pro- 
duction still  falling  short  Singapore  black,  which  at  the 
beginning  of  the  year  was  worth  5fcZ  ,  is  now  quoted 
White  pepper  is  only  fractionally  dearer,  Penang  being  8fsd. 
against  Q%d.  this  time  last  year.  Pimento  a  twelvemonth 
ago  sold  at  3§d.,  but  although  firm  and  slightly  dearer  at 
one  time,  the  price  fell  on  the  arrival  of  the  new  crop,  and 
the  value  is  now  only  2%d.  Nutmegs  are  about  3d  to  %d. 
cheaper  for  medium  sizes  since  last  year  ;  but  mace  is  only 
about  Id.  to  2d.  lower.  Cinnamon  has  maintained  its  value 
for  the  lower  qualities,  but  is  rather  dearer  for  superior. 
Cassia  lignea  is  practically  unchanged,  although  there  have 
been  some  few  variations  in  price  during  the  year.  Capsi- 
cums are  rather  lower,  but  chillies  a  little  dearer  than  they 
were  at  the  beginning  of  1900. 

Our  Foreign  Trade. 

The  Board  of  Trade  returns  for  December,  issued  this  week, 
complete  a  record  of  another  year's  commerce  which  is  remarkable 
in  many  respects.  Space,  however,  prevents  us  from  dealing 
with  the  subject  at  the  moment,  but  we  may  remark  that  there 
was  an  increase  of  5,707,766Z.  in  imports,  and  1,573,483Z.  in  ex- 
ports last  month,  which  is  very  satisfactory.  It  is  also  perhaps  en- 
couraging to  find  that  the  exports  of  coal  do  not  form  such  an 
important  factor  in  the  month's  shipments  as  was  the  case  in 
November. 

Heavy  Chemicals. 

[These  prices  are  for  market  centres  other  than  London.'] 

Business  in  the  heavy-chemical  market  has  now  settled  down  to 
more  normal  proportions,  and  it  is  pleasing  to  be  able  to  report 
that  on  the  whole  it  is  of  a  fairly  moderate  and  satisfactory  nature. 
General  inquiries  are  more  numerous,  and  orders  for  deliveries 
against  existing  contracts  are  coming  well.  As  a  rule  stocks  are 
not  particularly  heavy.  In  the  matter  of  prices  the  tone  all  round 
is  a  very  firm  one,  and  values  are  fully  maintained. 

Benzols. — Quietly  firm;  90  per  cent,  at  Is.  Id.,  and  50  per 
cent.,  Is.  li<Z.  to  Is.  2d.  per  gallon. 

Sulphate  of  Ammonia  firmer,  with  tendency  towards  advance 
from  the  following : — Beckton  terms,  10s.  17s.  6d.  ;  London, 
10Z.  18s.  9d.  to  HZ. ;  Hull,  10Z.  16s.  3rZ.  to  10Z.  18s.  9d. ;  Leith, 
10Z.  18s.  9d.  to  HZ.  Exports  from  Leith  last  week  amounted  to 
567  tons. 

Alkali-produce. — There  are  no  changes  of  special  importances 
in  products  under  this  heading,  and  present  ruling  values  are  as 
follows  : — Bleaching-powder  firm,  at  unaltered  rates,  basis  being 
6Z.  17s.  6c?.  per  ton  for  softwood  casks,  on  rails  ;  demand  keeps 
good.  Caustic  soda,  owing  to  strong  demand,  is  if  anything  a 
little  firmer  than  ever.  Present  figures  are  : — 76  to  77  percent., 
11Z.  5s.  to  HZ.  7s.  6cZ.  per  ton;  70  per  cent.,  10Z.  5s.  to 
10Z.  7s.  6cZ.  per  cent. ;  and  60  per  cent.,  9Z.  5s.  to  9Z.  7s.  6d.  per 
ton,  f .o.b.  Liverpool.  Ammonia  alkali  continues  in  heavy  demand 
and  is  firmly  maintained,  at  4Z.  12s.  Qd.  and  4Z.  17s.  6(Z.  per  ton, 
free  on  rails  at  works.     Soda  crystals,  steady,  at  unchanged 
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figures;  62s.  6d.  per  ton  f.o.b.  Tyne,  and  67s.  6d.  f.o.b.  Liverpool. 
Bicarbonate  of  soda  in  steady  request ;  61.  7s.  6d.  to  61.  10s.  per 
ton  in  5-cwt.  casks,  f.o.b.  Liverpool,  and  61.  15s.  to  11.  per  ton  in 
1-cwt.  kegs.  Saltcake  moving  well  and  steady,  at  30s.  per  ton  in 
bulk,  free  on  rails.  Yellow  prussiates  are  very  weak,  and  have 
suffered  still  further  decline.  Potash,  best  Lancashire  makes  is 
now  quoted  6\d.  per  lb.  Chlorates,  too,  continue  on  the  easy  side, 
and  very  quiet.  Potash  crystals,  f.o.b.  Liverpool,  Md.  per  lb., 
and  soda,  4j(Z.  per  lb.  Sodium  sulphate  (Glauber's  salt),  moving 
steadily,  at  30s.  to  32s.  6d.  per  ton,  in  bags,  free  on  rails. 
Hyposulphite  of  soda  in  steady  request  and  well  maintained, 
at  11.  2s.  6d.  to  11.  12s.  6d.  per  ton  for  5-cwt.  casks,  11.  17s.  6d.  to 
SI.  Is.  6d.  per  ton  for  1-cwt.  kegs.  Silicates  of  soda  firm,  at  un- 
changed rates  :  140°  Tw.,  U.  5s.  to  M.  12s.  6d.  per  ton  ;  100°  Tw., 
31.  15s.  to  U.  2s.  6d.  per  ton ;  and  75°  Tw.,  3Z.  7s.  6d.  to  31.  15s. 
per  ton,  according  to  quantity,  f.o.b.  Tyne  or  Liverpool,  in  ordinary 
casks,  with  usual  extras  for  other  packages.  Silicate  of  potash 
solution,  11.  15s.  to  8?.  per  ton,  and  lumps,  16?.  15s.  to  111. 

Liverpool  Drug  Market. 

Liverpool,  January  9. 
Castob  Oil. — The  upward  movement  which  has  marked 
Calcutta  good  seconds  and  French  first  and  second  pressure 
continues.  Sales  of  good  seconds  Calcutta  are  reported  in 
quantity  at  3|d.  per  lb.  First  pressure  French  is  held  for  the 
same  price,  notwithstanding  some  recent  arrivals.  In  barrels 
good  seconds  Calcutta  is  held  for  4d.  There  is  a  strong  upward 
tendency  in  the  market.  For  Belgian  second  pressure  3%d.  is 
still  being  quoted,  and  this  grade  is  moving  off  slowly  at  the 
figure. 

Beeswax,  Chilian. — The  small  stocks  available  are  held  for 
prices  which  range  from  11.  5s.  to  11.  15s.  per  cwt.,  but  there  are 
no  fresh  transactions  to  record. 

Copaiba. — A  further  arrival  of  2  barrels  and  1  tin  has  taken 
place  by  the  s.s.  Bourbon,  and  the  parcel  will  be  offered  at 
auction. 

Chilian  Honey. — Continued  small  sales  are  gradually  narrow- 
ing down  the  stock  here,  and  holders  continue  to  ask  full  prices — 
namely,  Pile  1,  27s.  to  28s.  per  cwt. ;  Pile  2,  24s.  to  25s. ;  Pile  3, 
24s.  6d.  to  25s. ;  Pile  X,  is  at  the  moment  practically  non- 
existent. 

Canaby-seed,  after  the  recent  movement,  has  again  become 
quiet,  and  holders  are  asking  35s.  per  quarter  for  good  bright 
Turkish,  at  which  figure  200  bags  have  changed  hands. 

Gingeb,  Afeican. — For  the  small  quantity  offered  in  first  hands 
35s.  per  cwt.  is  still  asked,  but  lower  prices  are  being  accepted 
for  forward  delivery  of  the  new  crop. 

Acacia  Sobts. — Although  no  further  transactions  have  trans- 
pired holders  are  very  firm  at  their  quotations,  which  range  from 
62s.  6d.  to  75s.  per  cwt.,  as  in  the  quality  for  good  soft  Soudan 
sorts. 

Galls. — Holders  are  exhibiting  more  anxiety  to  get  on  with 
their  stocks,  and  would  shade  their  recent  quotation  of  65s.  per 
cwt.  for  good  small  blue. 

Tonka-beans. — A  parcel  of  fine  black  Para  was  advertised  for 
auction,  and  holders'  views  were  Is.  5s.  to  Is.  6d.  per  lb. 

Sulphate  op  Coppeb. — Makers'  price  is  firm  at  251.  per  ton, 
but  second-hand  lots  might  be  procured  at  a  shade  under  this. 

Lbish  Moss. — A  large  parcel  of  several  tons  common,  some- 
what damp,  sold  from  the  quay  at  M.  10s.  per  ton. 

German  Drug  Market. 

Hamburg ,  January  8. 

Our  market  is  quiet,  and  business  is  hardly  so  brisk  as  usual  at 
the  beginning  of  the  new  year. 

Agab-agab. — Some  orders  have  been  executed  at  390m.  per 
100  kilos. ;  of  new  crop  there  are  are  offers  at  380m.  for  spring 
shipment. 

Condubango  is  low  at  250m.  per  100  kilos. 

Cevadilla-seed. — Holders  are  anxious  to  sell,  and  very  likely 
would  accept  bids  of  70m.  to  68m.  per  100  kilos. 

Wobmseed. — The  extreme  quotations  of  holders  have  again 
been  reduced,  and  good  brown  can  be  bought  at  50m.  per 
100  kilos. 

Cobiandeb-seed.— Prime  quality  is  exhausted  on  the  spot,  the 
last  10  tons  having  been  sold  to  America.  Morocco,  for  prompt 
shipment  from  there,  is  held  for  27m.  per  100  kilos.,  while  10  tons 
wormy  on  the  spot  are  offered  at  25m.  Bussian  is  quoted  21m.  to 
22m. 

Menthol. — Some  small  lots  have  changed  hands  at  27^m.  per 
kilo.  On  the  spot  single  cases  are  quoted  28im.  For  arrival 
there  are  offers  at  about  27Jm. ;  holders  are  very  firm. 

Ipecacuanha.— About  500  kilos.  Cartagena  have  changed  hands 
at  14im.,  for  the  most  part  for  consumption.  Hamburg  stocks 
are  only  small.    Rio  is  neglected  at  23Jm. 

Santonin. — Consumers  must  pay  the  makers'  price  of  32jm. 
down  to  30m.,  as  in  quantity. 

Ebgot  of  Rye  is  decidedly  firmer,  there  being  no  offers  to  be 


obtained  from  the  producing  countriesij  America  sent  limited 
orders,  but  the  same  have  been  rejected  600m.  has  been  paid  for 
sound  Russian. 

Stab  Anise. — Several  orders  have  been  fgiven  for  home  con- 
sumption at  140m.  to  137jm.  per  100  kilos.  Quotations  from 
China  vary  from  65s.  to  63s.,  but  it  seems  that  the  lowest  point 
has  been  reached, 

Lycopodium. — Sales  are  brisker  again,  and  430m.  has  been  paid. 
Opinions  about  the  future  are  divergent. 

Citbic  Acid.— Firmly  held  at  292£m.  for  delivery  in  1901,  but 
sales  are  few. 

Anise  (Russian)  is  in  brisk  demand  at  34m.  to  33m.  as  in 
quantity  for  spot. 

Cabnauba  Wax. — For  grey  100m.  to  105m.  is  quoted,  according 
to  holder.  This  article  has  lost  interest,  especially  as  the  new 
crop  is  near  to  arrive. 

Jalap. — Heavy  tuber  is  scarce,  and  held  for  125m.  per  100  kilos. 

Balsam  Peeu  is  quoted  llfm.  to  12m. 

Gum  Sandabac  is  scarce,  in  better  qualities,  at  120m.  to  125m., 
while  natural  is  well  supplied  from  110m.  down  to  90m.  per 
100  kilos. 

Essential  Oils  are  neglected.    HGH  peppermint  oil  is  very 
firm,  contrary  to  Japan ;  5'70m.  per  lb.  has  been  paid. 
Senega  easier  at  415m.  per  100  kilos. 

Quinine  is  very  dull,  with  second  hand  sellers  at  37m.  to  36m. 
per  kilo. 

Camphoe  (Refined)  shows  a  better  feeling,  and  prices  in 
second-hand  advanced  last  week  from  445m.  to  450m.  per  100 
kilos. 


Japanese  Drug  and  Chemical  Market. 

Yokohama,  December  5,  1900. 

The  markets  remain  dull  generally,  and  demand  is  very  limited. 
The  bulk  of  the  business  now  being  transacted  is  practically  for 
January  account. 

In  export  articles,  menthol  has  again  advanced  since  my  last 
report,  and  fair-sized  parcels  have  changed  hands  at  6'85  yen  per 
catty.  It  is  expected  that  the  present  advanced  rates  will  be  paid 
for  some  time  to  come.  Oil  of  peppermint  is  also  firmly  held  at  the 
figures  given  in  my  last  report.  Dry  ginger  is  quoted  at  12-80  yen  to 
13  yen,  according  to  quality,  with  a  fair  demand  for  export ;  the 
stock  has  been  greatly  reduced,  and  a  decline  in  price  is  not 
anticipated.  Bird-lime  is  quoted  at  35'20  yen  per  picul,  in  original 
packing.  Refined  camphor  is  firmly  held,  and  business  is  being 
done  at  from  1-06  yen  to  P10  yen  per  lb.  in  1-oz.  tablets,  according 
to  quantity.  Iodide  of  potassium  is  rather  weak  at  3'65  yen  per  lb., 
on  account  of  slackness  in  demand,  both  for  home  and  export. 
Crude  iodine  is  quoted  at  3'65  yen  to  3'55  yen,  according  to  holders  ; 
sellers,  however,  will  not  book  large  contracts  for  immediate 
delivery,  owing,  it  is  said,  to  small  supply  of  raw  material.  About 
twelve  cases,  each  containing  100  lbs.  of  iodides,  were  exported 
this  month.    Iodoform  is  quoted  5  75  yen  per  lb. 

In  import  articles  carbolic  acid  is  very  slow  of  sale  at  46  sen 
per  lb.  Condurango  is  firmly  held  at  85  sen  per  lb.  in  bags  ;  stock 
is  very  small.  Cocaine  is  offering  cheaply  at  9'60  yen  per  oz.,  with 
a  higher  tendency.  Thymol  in  slow  demand  and  weaker,  present 
quotation  being  7'35  yen  per  lb.  Ergot  of  rye  is  quoted  at  140  yen 
per  lb. ;  some  five  cases  changed  hands  at  130  yen  per  lb.  a  week  ago. 
Present  low  price  is  due  to  lack  of  demand.  Ergotin  is  dearer,  and 
holders  want  1P50  yen  to  12  yen  per  lb.  Bismuth  subnitrate  has 
advanced  a  trifle ;  a  considerable  business  has  been  done  at  3  yen 
or  so,  and  importers  now  generally  quote  3'25  yen  per  lb.  Newly- 
imported  stuff  costs  something  like  3'80  yen  per  lb.,  so  that 
present  quotations  are  far  below  those  of  the  home  market. 
Glycerin  has  advanced  owing  to  an  active  demand;  today's 
quotation  is  34  to  35  sen  per  lb.  for  ton-lots,  and  about  100  cwt. 
have  changed  hands  at  a  shade  below  this  figure.  Santonin  has 
advanced,  and  the  market  is  firmly  held  at  7  yen  per  lb.,  owing  to 
high  advices  from  Europe.  Semen  cinse  is  dull  at  21  yen  per 
picul.  Gentian-root  is  dull  of  sale,  owing,  probably,  to  a  recent 
importation  of  tr.  gentianse  co. ;  present  quotation  for  root  is  14  yen 
per  picul.  Sugar-of-milk  is  considerably  lower  on  this  side  on 
account  of  large  stocks ;  sellers  are  anxious  to  find  buyers.  The 
present  price  is  25  yen  per  cwt.,  with  buyers  at  23  yen.  Saffron  is 
also  cheap  at  24  yen  per  catty.  Ipecacuanha  is  lower,  at  8'50  yen 
per  lb.  nominally  for  Rio  root.  Quinine  is  also  lower,  owing  to 
competition  of  Java  make,  which  has  made  its  appearance  on  this 
market.  Sales  have  been  made  at  much  lower  prices  than  German 
make ;  present  prices  are  76  sen  for  latter,  and  70  sen  for  former. 

In  heavy  chemicals  potassium  cyanide  is  quoted  34  sen,  and 
yellow  prussiate  of  potash  at  36  to  37  sen  per  lb.  Bichromate  of 
potash  is  lifeless  at  16  sen  per  lb.,  while  chlorate  of  potash  has 
advanced  considerably  owing  to  speculative  purchases,  and  present 
quotation  is  17'50  yen  to  17-75  yen  per  cwt.,  with  a  higher  tendency. 
The  advance  is  chiefly  due  to  a  large  exportation  of  Japanese 
matches  to  China  and  India.  Alkali  (58  per  cent.)  is  firmly  held 
at  4  60  yen  per  picul,  with  a  steady  demand,  while  caustic  soda  is 
quiet  at  7'20  yen  per  picul. 
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Cablegrams. 

Amsterdam,  January  10,  4.47  p.m.  : — At'the  auction  of  cin- 
chona held  here  to-day  7,275  bales  and  212  cases  were  offered 
containing  30  935  kilos,  quinine  sulphate,  or  an  average  per- 
centage for  the  manufacturing-bark  of  5-13  per  cent ,  against 
5'29  per  cent,  for  the  December  auctions,  and  an  average  of 
5'26  per  cent,  for  the  ten  Dutch  auctions  held  in  1900. 
Of  the  above  7,487  packages,  6,876  packages  sold  at  an 
average  unit  of  7  25c.  per  half- kilo.,  against  8c.  per  half- 
kilo.,  paid  at  the  December  auctions.  The  following  were 
the  approximate  quantities  of  quinine  sulphate  purchased  by 
the  principal  buyers  : — English  and  American  factories,  who 
purchased  the  equivalent  of  9,515  kilos. ;  the  Brunswick 
factory  6,147  kilos. ;  the  Mannheim  and  Amsterdam  factories, 
5,101  kilos. ;  the  Frankfort-on-Main  and  Stuttgart  factories, 
4,999  kilos. ;  and  various  buyers,  2,553  kilos.  The  prices 
paid  for  the  manufacturing-bark  ranged  from  4Jc.  to  89c. 
per  half-kilo ,  and  for  druggists'  bark  from  10c.  to  103c. 
per  half-kilo. 

HAMBURG,  January  10,  1.46  P.M.: — The  general  market- 
tone  here  is  firmer,  agar-agar  and  ergot  maintaining  strong 
positions.  Refined  camphor  in  second-hands  is  selling  at 
458m.  per  100  kilos.  Quinine  is  dull  of  sale,  the  latest  price 
being  35m.  per  kilo.  Castor  oil  is  advancing  in  price. 
*  *  *  * 

Smyrna,  January  10,  1.11  p.m.  : — The  opium  market  main- 
tains a  steady  tone.  Several  cases  of  selected  have  been 
purchased  by  American  buyers  at  9s.  t\d.  per  lb. 


London  Markets. 

Acid.  Citric— Quiet,  but  steady,  at  Is.  2\cl.  to  1*.  Z\d. 
per  lb.  for  English  crystals. 

A  Messina  report  dated  January  1  states  that  all  the  old  stock 
of  concentrated  lemon-juice  has  been  cleared  out  during  December, 
and  new  offerings  are  much  restricted,  as  in  the  first  place  the 
lemon  crop  is  about  one-third  less  than  last  year,  and,  secondly, 
because  manufacturers  now  prefer  to  make  citrate  of  lime ;  181. 
per  pipe,  f.o.b.,  is  quoted. 

Acid,  Tartaric. — Firm  at  from  lif£.  to  ll^d.  per  lb.  for 
foreign,  and  Is  0^d.  for  English. 

Arrowroot. — Quiet.  At  auction  on  Wednesday  some 
good  St.  Vincent  in  cases  sold  at  2\d.  per  lb.,  and  in  barrels 
at  2^d.,  the  bulk  being  bought  in  at  2d.  to  2\d.  per  lb. 

Benzoin. — A  small  business  has  been  done  in  Sumatra 
seconds  at  from  8/.  2s.  Qd.  to  81.  5s.  per  cwt.  Several  parcels 
are  under  offer  at  about  Ql.  15s  to  11. 

Camphor. — English  refined  is  quiet,  at  2s.  Hd.  per  lb.  for 
bells  and  flowers  in  J-ton  lots.  It  is  reported  that  second- 
hand holders  in  Hamburg  have  advanced  their  quotations 
10m  per  kilo 

A  Hong-Kong  report,  dated  December  7,  states  that  100  piculs 
Kwangsi  are  still  offering  at  182s.,  c.  and  f.  Hamburg,  which  price 
buyers  are  not  yet  willing  to  pay.  Of  monopoly  camphor  some 
200  cases  B  quality  were  sold. 

CaSCAra  Sagrada. — All  the  first-hand  stock  is  now 
reported  to  have  been  cleared,  up  to  25s.  per  cwt.  having 
been  paid  for  spot  parcels. 

Cinchona.— The  N.V.  Ned.  Veem  cinchona-bark  depart- 
ment at  Amsterdam  report  the  shipment  from  Java  to 
Europe  during  December,  1900,  at  1,100,000  Amst  lbs., 
against  626,000  in  1899,  1.0L8.000  in  1898,  731,000  in  1897, 
and  890,000  in  1896.  The  total  shipments  from  January  to 
December  have  been  (Amst.  lbs.)  : — 

1900  ...  10,780,000  1896  ...  10,079,000 

1899  ...  11,409,800  1895  ...  8,827,700 

1898  ...  11,150,000  1894  ...  8,917,700 

1897  ...  8,437,000  1893  ...  7,342,C00 

The  shipments  from  December  4,  1900,  to  January  7,  1901, 
amounted  to  1,279,000  Amst.  lbs. ;  and  the  total  from 
January  1,  1900,  to  January  7,  1901,  was  10.827,408  Amst. 
lbs.  The  exports  from  Ceylon  from  January  1  to  Decem- 
ber 17  have  been  :  — 

1900  1899  1898  1897 

Lbs.  ...    499,039        592,492         872,836  64,600 


Cocaine  has  been  reduced  3s.  per  oz.  to-day,  makers 
quoting  200-oz.  lots  at  17s.  9d.,  100-oz.  at  18s.,  and  less 
quantities  at  18s.  ,3d.  Pure  is  2s.  9d.  per  oz.  more  The 
absence  of  demand  and  the  larger  supplies  of  crude  cocaine 
have  brought  about  this  reduction. 

Cocoa-butter  sold  in  auction  at  from  Id.  to  l\d.  lower 
rates,  750  cases  (75  tons)  Cadbury's  "A"  brand  realising 
from  Is.  %\d.  to  Is.  h\d.  down  to  Is.  h\d.  per  lb.  The  tone 
at  the  Amsterdam  auction  was  firm,  the  quantity  offered 
being  sold  as  follows  : — Sixty  tons  Van  Houten's  at  85  Jc.  to 
89c,  average  price  87.62c.  per  half-kilo.;  20  tons  Helm  at 
84Jc.  to  865C. ;  and  5  tons  De  Jong  at  85|c.  to  86c. ;  wh  ile 
5  tons  Mignon  were  withdrawn. 

Cubebs. — Lower.  There  are  sellers  of  fairly  good  berries 
at  35s.  per  cwt. 

Ergot. — Small  parcels  of  Spanish  have  changed  hands  at 
2s.  Hd.  per  lb.,  spot,  but  2s.  Qd.  is  now  wanted.  From 
Hamburg,  2s.  4f/Z.,  c.i.f.,  is  quoted  for  Russian. 

Galls. — Persian  have  met  with  a  further  decline,  blues 
having  sold  at  62s.  per  cwt.  on  the  spot,  and  sellers  are 
anxious  to  do  business  even  at  less.  To  arrive  the  last 
business  done  was  at  52s.,  c.i.f.,  but  probably  this  figure 
could  be  now  shaded.    Green  and  white  are  neglected. 

Insect-flowers. — A  Trieste  report,  dated  December  31, 
reports  a  quiet  but  steady  market,  with  small  sales  The 
stock  in  Trieste  at  the  end  of  December  was  218,800  kilos, 
(against  215,200  kilos.  November).  The  receipts  in  Decem- 
ber amounted  to  22,200  kilos.,  aud  the  deliveries  to 
18,600  kilos.  The  following  are  the  current  quotations,  f.o.b. 
Trieste : — "  Open  "  flowers,  43s.  Qd.  to  44s.  per  cwt.  ;  "  half- 
open,"  51s.  to  72s. ;  "  closed,"  78s.  to  97s. ;  and  "  wild,"  105s. 
to  112s. 

Ipecacuanha  is  slow  of  sale  at  the  quotations  given  last 
week.    About  94  bales  of  Rio  have  arrived  this  week. 

Lime-juice. — The  exports  of  limes  and  lime-juice  from 
the  Leeward  Islands  during  1899  were  valued  at.  305,2642. 
against  236,924Z.  in  1898. 

Menthol  has  declined  Qd.  per  lb.,  sales  having  been 
made  at  12s.  Qd.  owing  to  arrivals.  There  is,  however, 
comparatively  little  spot  stock.  To  arrive,  from  12s.  to 
12s.  Qd.,  c.i.f.,  is  quoted,  which  is  also  lower. 

Oil,  Cod  Liver  — Our  Bergen  correspondent  writes  on 
January  5  that  the  market  is  quite  unaltered  since  his  last 
report.  As  to  the  new  fishery  there  is  no  definite  news,  the 
stormy  weather  having  prevented  the  fishermen  from  putting 
to  sea.  The  total  exports  of  non-congealing  oil  in  1900 
were  11,244  barrels  against  14,506  barrels  in  1899.  There  is 
little  doing  in  the  London  market,  but  there  is  said  to  be  not 
much  stock  of  old  oil. 

Oil,  Lemongrass. — A  few  sales  are  reported  at  4|rZ.  per 
oz.,  spot ;  to  arrive  4^(2.  to  4§<2.,  c.i.f.,  is  quoted. 

Opium. — The  London  market  continues  very  quiet,  holders 
showing  little  disposition  to  sell  and  buyers  holding  aloof. 
Ordinary  druggists'  is  quoted  10s.  to  10s.  3d.,  London  terms  ; 
and  Persian  at  14s.  to  14s.  6d  ,  according  to  quality. 

Smyrna,  December  28. — The  sales  for  the  last  week  of  the 
year  amount  to  29  cases,  the  bulk  consisting  of  Yerli  talequale 
at  the  equivalent  of  10s.  per  lb.,  c.i.f.  The  arrivals  to  date  are 
3,598  cases,  against  2,301  at  the  same  period  last  year,  and  in 
Constantinople  up  to  December  22  2,724  cases,  against  5,001  in 
1899.  The  Smyrna  stock  is  about  2,537  cases,  against  1,548  at 
the  same  period  last  year,  and  in  Constantinople  694  cases, 
against  431  in  1899.  The  sales  during  the  month  of  December 
have  been  comparatively  small,  amounting  altogether  to  about 
100  cases  at  firm  prices. 

Potash  Prussiate  is  about  ^d.  per  lb.  lower,  Beckton 
being  quoted  at  Qd.,  but  this  figure  can  be  shaded  in  second- 
hands. 

Quinine. — The  feature  of  this  market  is  that  "  shilling 
quinine"  is  again  an  actual  fact,  that  figure  having  been 
paid  for  one  or  two  small  parcels  held  by  weak  holders  in 
second  hands.  Prices  this  week,  however,  have  been  more 
or  less  nominal,  and  operators  are  awaiting  the  result  of  the 
bark-sales  at  Amsterdam  to-day.  For  March  delivery  Is.  0§d. 
has  been  paid. 

Salicin. — Quiet  at  15s.  per  lb.,  net,  for  bottom  quantities. 
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Salicylates. — The  following  are  the  prices  now  quoted 


for  well-known  makes  :  — 

Wholesale  Ten-cwt. 

Lots  Contracts 

s.  d.  s.  d. 

Salicylic  acid,  powder         ...    1    5  12 

Salicylic  acid,  crystals        ...    1    7|  1  4j 

Salicylic  acid,  phys.  pure     ...    3    5  2  5 

Salicylate  of  soda,  powder  ...    1    8J  16 

Salicylate  of  soda,  crystals  ...    1  11  1  84 

Salicylate  of  soda,  phys.  pure     3    Ok  2  0J 


The  tendency  is  apparently  firmer  than  what  it  was,  inas- 
much as  the  agents  report  that  all  orders  are  to  be  submitted 
to  principals. 

Salol. — A  reduction  of  Qd.  per  lb.  has  been  made,  now 
3*.  2d.  for  56-lb.  lots. 

Sarsaparilla. — Mexican  is  dearer,  from  Hd.  to  H\d.  per 
lb.,  c.i.f.,  being  quoted  from  New  York.  The  s  s.  Ptarmigan 
from  Havre  has  arrived  with  48  bales  of  Jamaica  root. 

Senega. — Quiet.  The  easy  tendency  still  continues, 
Is.  lid.  per  lb.  London  terms  being  quoted,  or  perhaps  a 
shade  under. 

Senna. — At  the  auctions  next  week  some  1,100  bales 
Tinnevelly  leaf  will  be  offered.  Business  since  the  last 
auctions  has  been  very  quiet.  Pods  are  \d.  dearer,  sales 
having  been  made  at  Q^d. 

Shellac. — Quiet.  In  auction  on  Tuesday  the  small 
supply  of  325  cases  were  offered,  of  which  79  sold,  no 
second  orange  being  disposed  of.  Garnet  realised  54s.  for 
strong  dark  shivered  (worked),  and  Button  53s.  to  54s.  for 
broken  pale,  54s.  for  ordinary  seconds,  and  circle  2's  at  50s. 
per  cwt.  Privately  little  business  has  been  done,  TN  orange 
offering  at  57s.  for  near  at  hand,  and  AC  Garnet  at  63s  , 
with  buyers  at  56s.  and  62s.  respectively.  On  the  spot  a 
small  business  is  reported  at  59s.  for  fair  TN,  and  fine  pale 
AC  Garnet  is  quoted  65s.  per  cwt. 

Spices. — Public  sales  recommenced  last  Wednesday,  but 
there  was  a  slow  demand,  and  only  a  few  lots  found  buyers. 
Ginger  was  bought  in  at  32s.  per  cwt.  for  Calicut  brown 
rough  and  for  washed  rough  Cochin,  at  47s.  for  medium 
and  small  cut,  at  55s.  for  medium,  and  at  90s.  for  bold ; 
cuttings  sold  at  28s.  per  cwt.  No  Cloves  were  offered,  but 
privately  there  has  been  a  fairly  steady  demand  for  Zanzibar 
for  delivery,  and  4§d.  has  been  paid  for  March-May.  Japan 
Chillies  were  bought  in  at  45s.  per  cwt.  for  bright  red.  Fine 
long  red  Egyptian  Capsicums  sold  at  64s.  per  cwt.  ;  Natal 
were  bought  in  at  95s.,  and  ordinary  East  India  at  26s.  to 
30s.  per  cwt.  Bold  shrivelled-off  stalk  sold  at  38s.  Qd  ,  and 
mixed  dark  at  30s.  Mace  was  bought  in  at  Is.  Id.  per  lb. 
for  fair  pale  Penang,  and  at  5d.  for  good  wild  Bombay. 
Japan  Cassia  sold  at  18s.  Qd.  to  20s.  per  cwt.  Singapore 
Cassia-vera  was  bought  in  at  22s.  6d.  per  cwt.  New  selected 
Cassia-lignea  was  held  for  50s.  per  cwt.,  and  chips  were 
withdrawn  at  42s.  Qd.  Broken  sold  at  27s  Qd  per  cwt.  for 
twiggy.  Cinnamon  sold  at  Q\d.  per  lb.  for  broken,  chips 
being  bought  in  at  4<£.  per  lb.  Pimento  quiet ;  bright  clean 
sold  at  2\d.  per  lb.,  fair  at  2%d.,  and  ordinary  at  2§5.  per  lb. 
Pepper  firm,  but  nearly  all  the  white  offered  was  bought  in, 
at  lOd.  to  ll\d.  per  lb.  for  fine  and  at  %\d.  for  good  fair  ;  a 
few  bags  of  dull  sold  at  §\d.  Black  sells  at  Q^d.  for  Singa- 
pore on  the  spot  and  at  Q\d.  for  arrival. 

Sulphur. — A  report  from  Messina,  dated  January  1, 
states  that  the  continuation  of  the  Anglo-Sicilian  combina- 
tion for  another  five  years  is  now  certain.  No  official  notice 
has  been  given  yet,  the  limit  for  doing  so  being  January  31. 
Only  about  15  per  cent,  signed  the  new  contract,  and  50  per 
cent,  are  bound  by  the  old  contract.  The  Anglo-Sicilian 
Company  will,  during  five  years,  dispose  of  60  per  cent,  of 
the  total  production,  and  35  per  cent,  remains  free.  The 
company  is  a  seller,  but  at  higher  prices  ;  they  will  also 
endeavour  to  prevent  extreme  rushes  as  of  late  years  to 
corner  the  market,  and  content  themselves  to  maintain 
prices  at  a  profitable  limit.  Stocks  have  been  reduced  and 
exports  increased.  The  present  quotations  are : — Best  un- 
mixed seconds  76s.  9^.,  best  thirds  68s.  9d.,  and  refined 
block  83s.  3d.  per  ton  of  13  cantars,  f.o.b.  Refined  roll  in 
casks  90s.  3d.,  sublimed  flowers  in  bags  98s.,  superior  95s.  Qd., 
and  current  94s.  per  ton  of  20  cwt.,  f.o.b. 


Tragacanth. — -In  the  lower  qualities  of  Persian  and 
Bagdad  a  moderate  business  has  been  done  at  unchanged 
rates.  Fine  grades  are  still  wanted.  Firsts  are  quoted 
14Z.  10s.  to  15?. ;  seconds,  12Z.  10s.  to  14Z. ;  thirds,  11Z.  to 
12Z. ;  and  fourths,  81.  to  101.  10s.  per  cwt.  It  is  interesting 
to  note  that  the  imports  of  tragacanth  for  the  last  three 
years  have  been  as  follows  : — 

1900  1899  1898 

Packages    ...        11,326  8,853  6,255 

Turmeric— Dull  of  sale  in  auction.  Of  251  bags  Madras 
offered,  25  sold  at  16s.  for  good  yellow  bulbs,  and  split  at 
12s.  Fair  bright  Madras  finger  was  bought  in  at  27s.,  and 
ordinary  dull  ditto  at  21s.  Fair  Cochin  finger  was  also 
bought  in  at  22s.  Qd,,  and  Chinese  ditto  at  25s.  per  cwt. 

Vanilla. — The  small  supply  of  324  tins  offered  in  auction 
met  a  slow  demand,  about  170  tins  selling  at  steady  rates 
for  common  ;  but  fine  were  Qd.  to  Is.  cheaper.  The  following 
prices  were  paid  : — 

Seychelles. — 8  to  85  inches  (one  lot),  24s. ;  7A  to  8  inches, 
19s.  to  23s.  ;  64  to  7$  inches,  18s.  Qd.  to  22s. ;  6  to  6£  inches,  18s. 
to  20s.  ;  and  to  54  inches,  15s.  Qd.  to  18s.  Qd.  per  lb. ;  fair,  part 
foxy,  3J  to  65  inches,  15s.  to  17s.  Qd. ;  and  common  brown, 
13s.  Qd.  to  16s.  Qd.  A  few  tins  of  Bourbon  and  Mauritius  were 
also  sold. 

Wax,  Ceresin,  is  quoted  at  from  61s.  to  68s.  Qd.  per  cwt., 
c.i.f.,  according  to  colour  for  m.p.  150°  ;  3s.  4/tf.  to  4s.  more 
is  quoted  for  m.p.  164°. 


Coming  Events. 

Monday,  January  14 

"  Allenburys  "  Cricket  Club.  Bohemian  concert  at  8  p.m.  in  the 
London  Tavern,  Mark  Lane,  E.C.  Tickets,  Is.  each,  may  be 
had  from  the  Secretary,  c'o  Messrs.  Allen  &  Hanburys 
(Limited),  Bethnal  Green. 

Tuesday,  January  15. 

Bradford  and  District  Chemists'  Association,  County  Restaurant, 
Bradford,  at  9  p.m.  Exhibition  of  lantern-slides  by  Mr.  H.  G. 
Rogerson. 

Wednesday,  January  16. 

Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Great  Britain,  North  British  Branch, 
36  York  Place,  Edinburgh,  at  11  a.m.  Scientific  meeting. 
Mr.  D.  Gilmour  will  read  papers  on  "  Glycerin  of  Boric 
Acid  "  and  "  Spirit  of  Nitrous  Ether  "  ;  Mr.  W.  B.  Cowie  on 
"  Accuracy  in  the  Making  of  Suppositories." 

Society  of  Arts,  John  Street,  Adelphi,  W.C.,  at  8  P.M.  Mr.  H. 
Snowden  Ward  on  "  Photography  of  Natural  Colours  by  the 
McDonough-  Joly  Process." 

The  Chemists'  Thirty-fifth  Annual  Ball  will  be  held  at  the  White- 
hall Rooms,  Hotel  Metropole,  W.C.  Tickets  (lady's  12s.  Qd., 
gentleman's  17s.  6<7.)  can  be  had  from  the  Hon.  Secretary, 
Mr.  E.  W.  Hill,  160  Earl's  Court  Road,  South  Kensington, 
S.W.  (It  should  be  noted  that  this  year  the  ball  is  to  be  held 
at  the  Whitehall  Rooms,  and  not  at  the  Portman  Rooms,  as 
formerly.,/ 

Thursday,  January  17. 

Chemical  Society,  Burlington  House,  Piccadilly,  W.,  at  8  p.m. 
Liverpool  Pharmaceutical  Students'  Society,  6  Sandon  Terrace, 

Upper  Duke  Street.  Liverpool,  at  8.30  p.m.    Social  evening. 
Liverpool   Chemists'  Association,  Royal  Institution,  Liverpool, 

at  7  p.m.    Inaugural  address  by  the  President,  Mr.  Harold 

Wyatt,  jun. 

Friday,  January  18. 

Wholesale   Chemists'  and  Druggists'  Cricket  Championship. 

Bohemian  concert  at  the  Holborn  Town  Hall.    Tickets  can 

be  had  from  Mr.  E.  Sibley  (Secretary),  c'o  Messrs.  Davy, 

Hill  &  Sons,  Yates,  and  Hicks. 
Royal   Institution  of  Great  Britain,  Albemarle  Street,  W., 

at  9  p.m.,  Professor  Dewar  on  "  Gases  at  the  Beginning 

and  End  of  the  Century." 


Thuesday's  Evidence  at  the  Manchester  inquest  on  the 
arsenical  poisoning  case  (see  page  39)  revealed  the  fact  that  the 
vitriol  was  supplied  to  Messrs.  Bostock  by  Messrs.  John  Nicholson 
&  Sons  (Limited),  chemical-manufacturers,  Leeds.  The  contract 
was  to  supply  5  tons  weekly,  and  Mr.  J.  C.  Nicholson  stated  in 
evidence  that  he  had  no  recollection  of  Messrs.  Bostock  asking 
for  or  being  given  a  guarantee.  Copies  of  letters  were  produced 
to  show  that  in  1892  Messrs.  Bostock  asked  for  brimstone  acid, 
and  that  in  1896  Messi'B.  Nicholson  stated  that  the  acid  was  pure 
I  commercial  acid  made  from  brimstone. 


